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(Previous WASP issues erroneously had September 3
as the Cranbrook meeting date. – please adjust your
schedules accordingly)

Astro Chatter
by Larry Kalinowski
Astronomers have stumbled upon a
tremendous void in the universe. That's
got them scratching their heads about
what's just not there. The cosmic blank
spot has no stray stars, no galaxies, no
sucking black holes, not even
mysterious dark matter. It is 1 billion light years
across of nothing. That's an expanse of nearly 6
billion trillion miles of emptiness, a University of
Minnesota team announced Thursday, August 23.

Einstein scores again.
Warped space has
been found around
neutron
stars,
according to the U of
M astronomer Edward
Crakett. The density
of Iron atoms and
their behavior near a neutron star’s surface cause
the spectral lines of iron to smear toward the higher
end of the spectrum. It’s the typical indicator of
warped space which has also been found around
black holes.
Nearly three hundred people showed up for our
public star party at Stargate Observatory on
Saturday, August 11. It was one of the largest
crowds we’ve had at the site. The Macomb
newspapers certainly did their job in this case. Bob
Berta kept the crowd entertained during evening
twilight, as well as Dick Gala with his telescope,
table setup and his SkyScout, talking observatory
and Jim Shedlowski with his revolving, binocular,
lounge chair. The evening started out cloudy but as
twilight ended, the sky opened up to reveal fifth
magnitude stars and the Milky Way. There were a lot
of youngsters getting their first peek through
telescopes, looking at Jupiter and Messier objects.
Even Iridium satellites blinked on and off along with

the Persied meteors. Every few minutes you could
hear an ooohh or an aahhh from the crowd as a
flashing light moved rapidly across the sky. I wasn’t
paying full attention to the sky because of my
involvement with telescope and people but I would
say that about ten meteors could be seen each hour
if you continued with your eye on the sky. The peak
of the shower wasn’t until the following night on the
twelfth.
Astronomy On The Beach, at Kensington Metro Park
is the big event this month. It happens on Friday and
Saturday, September 21 and 22. When the weather is
favorable, thousands attend our star show. So we
will need some help with the event. Solar telescopes
are needed for daytime observing. If you can bring a
‘scope or help out at a telescope or our club table,
you’ll have a chance to win an eyepiece for your
telescope. Other prizes are given to youngsters that
observe certain objects through some of the
telescopes brought by ours and other clubs. There
will be speakers from other clubs during the
evening. Food will be sold by Kensington personnel.
If you don’t have a Metropolitan park pass, it may
cost you four dollars to get into the park. There’s a
fifty-fifty chance that the entrance booths may not
be manned during the evening. Don’t forget to wear
your award badges!
Award badge winners are growing in number. The
last Cranbrook meeting saw three members get
their awards; Alan Rothenberg, for solar eclipses;
Bill Whitney, for solar eclipses and completion of
four telescope mirrors; Steve Uitti, double stars,
comets and general astrophotography. So far,
twenty eight awards for accomplishments have been
given out. Are you the next winner? Those badges
are sure going to look impressive at our next public
star party.
During the last Macomb meeting, an old friend of the
WAS showed up to claim his observing badges. Jeff
Bondono, a very active observer about a decade
ago, was given three award badges for his past
accomplishments. Jeff, who along with his wife,
jointly edited the WASP for about three years, gave
us a visit to collect his awards. I gave him three
awards, a 110 Messier and a 400 Herschel award. He
was surprised that a third award was made. That of
completing a fourteen and a quarter inch telescope
mirror. He says he’s coming back to visit us again. I
hope so.
Lou Faix, a very active past member who now
resides in Tucson, AZ, e-mailed me with a thank you
for his award badges. Lou has won badges for 70
Messier, 30 special astrophotography and telescope
mirror production. He’s been away now for about
four years and says he loves the Arizona skies,
when it’s not raining. August is the beginning of the
monsoon season in Arizona and it spoils any
astronomy work for a couple of months. He just

acquired a new address. You can reach him at
ljf747pl@wbhsi.net.
MEMBER OF THE MONTH. Richard Gala has
answered the call in more than one way. His concern
about getting out the news as soon as possible has
made him stand out among club members. In the
past he’s complained about missing events and
meetings because of inadequate communication
between members, so he took it upon himself to
make sure event news became more timely by
providing e-mail announcements to ninety percent
of our membership. On the other side of the coin, he
made the outstanding effort to clear our observing
area of obnoxious material, last month, during our
public, Persied meteor night. With nearly 300 people
roaming the observing
grounds, that would
certainly have caused
complaints
to
skyrocket. We share
the grounds with huge
animals that belong to
a
group
of
Equestrians. Service
beyond the call of
duty. Thanks Dick, for
coming to our aid
when we needed it
most.
The Bill Beers’ Fall Star Party runs from October 10
thru 14, near Cadillac, Michigan. Registration is
required by October 1. His property is large enough
for camping and campers, with good access to
motels in the area. This is a real dark sky area, so be
prepared to see things you never thought possible.
There will probably be a flyer somewhere in this
newsletter, with more information. You can reach
Bill at beezoll@aol.com or 586-566-8367.
In case you haven’t read about the change, our
September meeting at Cranbrook will take place on
the tenth of the month, instead of the third. Labor
day is the first Monday of the month. That also
means the MCCC meeting will be the following week
on the twentieth. So keep those dates in mind.
Next month is election time at the MCCC meeting. All
of our officers have served their volunteered two
years of service and cannot run for the same office
again. They can run in a different office but most
seldom do. So get your nominations ready. How
about you? Do you see yourself as president or vicepresident?Tired of seeing the same old mistakes
made by our present officers? You can make a
difference if you really want to.
Last month’s discussion group meeting broke
another attendance record. Thirteen and a half
people were there, talking about Magnetars, tracking
the space station, the expansion of the universe,

black holes, quasars, Google Sky and bean
counting. Believe it or not, bean counting raised the
highest eyebrows. The half person mentioned was
Steve Uitti’s son, Max. Gary Ross lived up to his
promise of Pizza for everyone.
September’s discussion group meeting will be on
the fourth Thursday, the 27th, at Gary Gathen’s
home in Pleasant Ridge. He lives at 21 Elm Park
Blvd., three blocks south of I-696 and about a half
block west of Woodward Ave. Meeting will start at
8:00 PM. You can reach Gary at 248-543-3366, or me,
at 586-776-9720 for any further information.
All space photos are courtesy of SPACE.COM and
SPACEWEATHER.COM, unless otherwise noted.

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
THE SWAPSHOP
This column is for those who
are interested in buying, trading or
selling items. Call 586-776-9720
(cometman@mybluelight.com)
if
you want to put an item for sale or
trade in this section of the WASP.
The ad will run for six months. The month and
year, the ad will be removed, is also shown.
FOR SALE. There are no items for sale this
month. Remember, if you are looking for an
item and wish to trade something for it or are
just looking for a hard to find item that some
one wishes to part with, please submit your
request to Larry Kalinowski at the above email
address.

WAS SUB-GROUPS
Want to delve more deeply into a specific field of
interest in astronomy? Joining a sub-group just may
be the answer. Please contact the chairperson
listed by the subgroup of interest for more
information, meeting times and location. Current
sub-groups are:
Discussion/Computer Group - Larry Kalinowski
Lunar/Planetary/Double Stars - Alan Rothenberg
Deep Sky Group
- Phil Martin
Solar Group
- Marty Kunz
Hands on Group
- Riyad Matti

WAS Meetings scheduled for 2007

Cranbrook Meetings – Every 1st Monday
Sep. 10

Dec. 3

Macomb Meetings – Every 3
Thursday
Sep. 20

Oct. 18

Nov. 15
Dec. 20
(Banquet Date)

Warren Astronomical Society
2007 presentations
Date

Day

10-Sep

Mon

20-Sep

Thurs

1-Oct
18 Oct
5-Nov
15-Nov

PBS SPECIAL: SEEING IN THE DARK
(Note from Bob Berta)

3-Dec
20-Dec

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Nov. 5
rd

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, September 19,
8:00PM (for eastern time). PBS will be airing a one
hour primetime special about amateur astronomy
titled "Seeing in the Dark". It will be broadcast in
HDTV. Check your areas public television listing
for your local air time. The reviews about the show
are quite favorable. If you would like more info on
the show, see pages 82-83 of the September 2007
issue of Astronomy magazine as well as pages 7374 of the September 2007 issue of Sky & Telescope
magazine.

Oct. 1

Presenter

Subject

Mon

Dr. Jon Blum
Dave
D’Onofrio
Dale Partin
Larry Phipps

Astronomers Inn
Backyard CCD imaging from
the city.
The Hubble Constant
Spitzer Telescope

Thurs

Guy Maxim

TBD

Mon

John Lines
Larry
Kalinowski

7 Ponds Nature Center (TBD)

Thurs

Mon
Thurs

Dr. Neb
Duric
Mike
Simonsen

“Let Me Demonstrate”
Radio Astronomy-Origin of
Cosmic Rays (Imaging
program Leader at WSU)
(Banquet) Astronomy Hobby
or Obsession?

Please contact the 1st V.P. (program chairperson) to:
1
2
3
4

:
:
:
:

Schedule new presentation.
Alter scheduled presentations.
Add a subject title to your presentation.
Change the subject title of your presentation.

Thank you for your support,
Riyad I. Matti
W.A.S. 1st V.P. (program chairperson) 2006/2007

Sepember, 2007 Calendar
Saturday, Sep 1 • 7:00 a.m.: Aurigid meteor
shower (outburst predicted)

Sunday, Sep 2 • 6:00 a.m.: Asteroid Pallas is at
opposition (mag. 8.8) passing 0.2° east of 34
Pagasi near western horizon
Monday, Sep 3 • 10:32 p.m.: Last Quarter Moon;
1:30 a.m.: The Moon passes 0.5° north of the
Pleiades (east horizon)
Tuesday, Sep 4 • 10:00 a.m.: The Moon passes 6°
north of Mars

posted opening with any questions you may have. I will
not be able to receive e-mail after 2 hours before open
time.
Generally only strong rain or snow would prevent the
open house...even if it is clouded over I plan on being
there. Often the weather is cloudy but clears up as the
evening progresses.

Saturday, Sep 8 • 3:00 p.m.: Uranus is at
opposition; 9:00 p.m.: The Moon passes 0.2° north
of Regulus; midnight: The Moon passes 0.8° south
of Saturn
Tuesday, Sep 11 • 8:44 a.m.: New Moon: partial
solar eclipse (Central & South America)
Saturday, Sep 15 • 5:00 p.m.: The Moon is at
apogee (252,045 miles from Earth)
Tuesday, Sep 18 • 4:00 a.m.: The Moon passes
0.7° south of Antares
Wednesday, Sep 19 • 12:48 p.m.: First Quarter
Moon
Saturday, Sep 22 • 5:00 a.m.: Mercury passes
0.09° north of Spica
Sunday, Sep 23 • 5:51 a.m.: Autumnal Equinox;
7:00 p.m.: Venus reaches greatest brilliancy (mag.
-4.8)
Tuesday, Sep 25 • 1:00 p.m.: The Moon passes
1.9° north of Uranus
Wednesday, Sep 26 • 3:45 p.m.: Full Moon
Thrusday, Sep 27 • 9:45 p.m.: The Moon is at
perigee (223,332 miles from Earth)
Saturday, Sep 29 • noon: Mercury is at greatest
eastern elongation (26° east of the Sun)

Meeting Minutes

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

2007 Stargate Observatory Open House Schedule
th

NOTE: Pending open house dates are: Sept 15 , Oct
th
th
th
13 , Nov 10 and Dec 8 . Dependent on weather.
1.
Normal closing time will depend on events,
weather, and other variables.
2.
The observatory may be closed one hour after
opening time if no members arrive within the first hour.
3.
Contact me for other arrangements, such as late
arrival time.
4.
An alternative person will be appointed to open the
observatory if I cannot attend a scheduled date or
opening time.
5.
Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6.
Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staffing availability.
7.
An e-mail will be posted no later than 2 hours
before starting time incase of date change or
cancellation.
8. It is best to email me up to 2 hours before the

Bob Berta
W.A.S. 2nd V.P. (2007)

Warren Astronomical Society
Minutes of BOARD/Club Meeting
August 6th, 2007
Cranbrook
The meeting was called to order at 6:52 pm.
Attendance: Norman Dillard, Dale Partin, Bob Berta,
Phil Martin, Stephen Uitti
The minutes from the July 2 and July 19 meetings were
approved.
The treasurer’s report of $4885.24 was approved.
The next open house will be August 11 during the
Perseid meteor shower.
The next Cranbrook meeting will be on September 10th
to avoid meeting on Labor Day.
Marty Kunz will be in charge of repairs to the roof of
Stargate observatory.
Stephen Uitti delegated to Dick Gala the job of sending
out emails to club members that want them concerning
club events and special astronomical happenings.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Dale Partin
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Warren Astronomical Society
Minutes of club meeting
August 6th, 2007
Cranbrook
The meeting was called to order at 7:43 pm.
The officer reports were given.

The next open house will be August 11 during the
Perseid meteor shower. The next open house after that
will be on September 15.

Minutes of club meeting
August 16th, 2007
Macomb

The next Cranbrook meeting will be on September 10th
to avoid meeting on Labor Day.

The meeting was called to order at 7:46 pm.
The officer and committee reports were given.

Marty Kunz will be in charge of repairs to the roof of
Stargate observatory.
Stephen Uitti has delegated to Dick Gala the job of
sending out emails to club members that want them
concerning club events and special astronomical
happenings.
Discussion topics concerned the continuing search for a
darker sky site to supplement Stargate, whether
contributions to purchase it would be tax deductible, the
intent of the Ford Area Astronomy Club to have an
Astronomy Village near Alpena, MI, rebuilding the
Stargate roof and then refurbishing the 12.5 inch
telescope inside the observatory, the club accepting
donations at public events, and the December club
banquet.
embers were encouraged to send astronomy pictures to
Phil Martin for inclusion in the 2008 WAS club
calendar.
Upcoming star parties include the Great Lakes Star Gaze
on September 13-16
(http://www.boonhill.net/sunset/SASGLSG.htm) and
The Kensington Star Party on September 21-22
(http://www-personal.umich.edu/~dgs/kensington/ ).
Larry Kalinowski gave out several astronomy awards as
follows.
Alan Rothenberg: solar eclipse observing
Stephen Uitti: astrophotography general, double star
observing, and comet observing.
Bill Whitney: solar eclipse observing and making
telescope mirrors.

Jeff Bondono received Messier, Herschel and telescope
building awards.
Marty Kunz is in charge of repairs to the roof of Stargate
observatory.
Stephen Uitti has delegated to Dick Gala the job of
sending out emails to club members that want them
concerning club events and special astronomical
happenings.
Members were encouraged to send astronomy pictures to
Phil Martin for inclusion in the 2008 WAS club
calendar.
Bill Beers said that his Fall Star Party will be Oct 10-14.
Other upcoming star parties include the Great Lakes Star
Gaze on September 13-16
(http://www.boonhill.net/sunset/SASGLSG.htm) and
The Kensington Star Party on September 21-22
(http://www-personal.umich.edu/~dgs/kensington/).
The September 3rd meeting at Cranbrook will be moved
to the SECOND Monday, September 10th, to avoid
Labor Day.
Larry Phipps gave a presentation entitled, “Of Belts and
Clouds”.
17 people attended the meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Larry Phipps showed a camera adapter for a telescope.
Dale Partin
Dale Partin gave a presentation entitled, “The Hubble
Constant”.
40 people attended the meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Dale Partin

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
Warren Astronomical Society
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INTERESTING ASTRONOMICAL WEB SITES
By Richard R. Gala

Dear Was Members,
Below is a web site that our Secretary, Dale
Partin. thought that our members may find
interesting. It is a new web site by Google Called
"Google Sky" that gives astronomy info. It is part

of Google Earth which some of you already are
familiar with. Google Earth is a free down load and
can be found on the site below. You may find it of
interest.
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/6955787.stm
Below is a 6 minute YouTube video that I found
captivating. If you go to Google and click on
videos in the upper left corner a search box will
appear. It you type in it " Astronomy videos" you
will come up with all types of very interesting
videos including fantastic photos of ALL of the
Messier objects!

The Moon by Bob Berta

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=9081568
806405762420&q=HUBBLE+VIDEO&total=1125
&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=3
If you scroll down and click on a box on the lower
right hand of the video it will increase the video to
fill your screen.
Dick
IMPORTANTE NOTICE:
PLEASE NOTE: The people at Sky and Telescope
have changed their policy. They no longer want the
WAS treasurer to renew subscriptions. You just
send in your renewal at the club rate ($32.95), being
sure to indicate that you are a member of WAS.
Once a year they send the treasurer a list of people
who have subscribed to Sky & Telescope for
verification. This takes effect Immediately.

Dr. Phil Martin – Treasurer

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
Member’s Astro Pics

Eclipse By Philip Martin 10_27_04_
(Pictures of note along with background data may be
submitted to the WASP editor for publication.)

Moon By Bill Beers

Cosmic Cockroaches
By Dr. Tony Phillips
Cockroaches are supposed to be tough, able to survive anything from a good stomping
to a nuclear blast. But roaches are wimps compared to a little molecule that has
recently caught the eye of biologists and astronomers—the polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbon.
Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs for short) are ring-shaped molecules made of
carbon and hydrogen. “They’re all around us,” says Achim Tappe of the Harvard
Center for Astrophysics. “PAHs are present in mineral oils, coal, tar, tobacco smoke
and automobile exhaust.” Aromatic, ring-shaped molecules structurally akin to PAHs
are found in DNA itself!
That’s why Tappe’s recent discovery may be so important. “PAHs are so tough, they
can survive a supernova.”
The story begins a few thousand years ago when a massive star in the Large
Magellanic Cloud exploded, blasting nearby star systems and interstellar clouds with
hot gas and deadly radiation. The expanding shell, still visible from Earth after all
these years and catalogued by astronomers as “N132D,” spans 80 light years and has
swept up some 600 Suns worth of mass.
Last year “we observed N132D using NASA’s Spitzer Space Telescope,” says Tappe.
Spitzer is an infrared (IR) telescope, and it has a spectrometer onboard sensitive to the
IR emissions of PAHs. One look at N132D revealed “PAHs all around the supernova’s
expanding shell. They appear to be swept up by a shock wave of 8 million degree gas.
This is causing some damage to the molecules, but many of the PAHs are surviving.”
Astronomers have long known that PAHs are abundant not only on Earth but
throughout the cosmos—they’ve been found in comet dust, meteorites and many cold
interstellar clouds—but who knew they were so tough? “This is our first evidence that
PAHs can withstand a supernova blast,” he says.

Their ability to survive may be key to life on Earth. Many astronomers are convinced
that a supernova exploded in our corner of the galaxy 4-to-5 billion years ago just as
the solar system was coalescing from primitive interstellar gas. In one scenario of life’s
origins, PAHs survived and made their way to our planet. It turns out that stacks of
PAHs can form in water—think, primordial seas—and provide a scaffold for nucleic
acids with architectural properties akin to RNA and DNA. PAHs may be just tough
enough for genesis.
Cockroaches, eat your hearts out.
Find out about other Spitzer discoveries at www.spitzer.caltech.edu.
This article was provided by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, California Institute of Technology,
under a contract with the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

Using the IR spectrometer on the Spitzer Space Telescope, scientists found
organic molecules in supernova remnant N132D.

