CONSTELLATIONS OF SPRING
In early spring, eleven 1st magnitude stars are in the sky at once. The
eleven are Arcturus, Spica, Regulus, Procyon, Castor, Pollux, Sirius,
Betelgeuse, Rigel, Aldebaran, and Auriga.
Each night, at the same hour, a star appears slightly to the west of
its former position. Hence, stars seen in the east at 9:00 p.m., appear
higher and higher in the sky at that hour as the season advances. Before
April 1, spring constellations are farther to the east, and farther west
after that date.
Latitude, as well as season and time of night, determines star
positions. The Pole Star’s height above the horizon, for example, is the same
as your latitude. The seasonal maps are for about 40 degrees north latitude.
In addition to the constellations, look for a number of smaller ones.
Between Gemini and Leo lies Cancer, the Crab, a constellation of 4th and 5th
magnitude stars. At the center of Cancer, note the fuzzy spot. Field glasses
or a small telescope bring out details of this open cluster of some 300
stars; it is Praesepe, one of the near-by clusters in our galaxy. Another
large cluster is Coma Berenices, Berenice’s hair. This is on a line between
the tail star of Leo and the end of the big Dipper’s handle. Use field
glasses.
In the southern sky are the fainter Corvus, the Crow; Crater, the Cup;
and Hydra, the Sea Serpent. Hydra sprawls below Leo and Virgo, the Virgin. It
has one 2nd- magnitude star, the reddish Alphard. Corvus, a lop-sided square
of 3rd-magnitude stars, is close to Spica in Virgo. Crater is near-by, south
of Leo. It has one 3rd-magnitude star. South of Corvus is the Southern Cross.
Here is a rundown on what to find in the spring sky for beginner and
advanced amateur alike.
GEMINI, THE TWINS are often considered winter stars, though they are
still high in the western sky at the first signs of spring. The bright stars
Castor (2nd magnitude, white) and Pollux (1st magnitude, yellow), mark the
twins’ heads. They are a scant 5 degrees apart, making good measuring points.
Castor is a triple star, and each of its three components is a double star
(six in all). The bottom stars in the Big Dipper’s bowl point in the
direction of Castor. A line through Rigel and Betelgeuse in Orion points to
Pollux. The cluster M35 in Gemini is worth locating with glasses.
LEO, THE LION is the best known and most conspicuous of the Zodian
constellations. The Sickle, which clearly forms the Lion’s head, is found by
following a line through the back stars of the Dipper’s bowl southward.
Regulus, a blue-white star, 86 light yers away, marks the base of the sickle.
The pointers of the Big Dipper point in one direction to the North Star; in
the other direction, to the triangle that makes up the rear of Leo. The
Leonid meteors, a once-spectacular group of “shooting stars” radiate from
this part of the sky in mid-November.
BOOTES, THE HERDSMAN is found by followingthe curve of the handle of
the Big Dippeer 30 degrees to the bright, orange Arcturus. The other stars in
Bootes are of 3rd and 4th magnitude. Most of them form a kite-shaped figure
extending close to Dipper’s handle. Arcturus (magnitude 0.0), one of the few
stars mentioned by name in the Bible, is a giant, about 24 times the sun’s
diameter, 32 light years away. Bootes is chasing the Bears with a pair of
Hunting Dogs, which make a small constellation between Arcturus and the
Dipper’s Bowl.

CONSTELLATIONS OF SPRING (CONT>)
VIRGO, THE VIRGIN begins as a Y-shaped line of stars of 3rd and 4th
magnitude extending toward Denebola, tail star of Leo. Spica ends this group;
it is blue-white, 1st-magnitude star 230 light years away. The rest of Virgo
is a line of three stars extending on from Spica, and a parallel line of
three stars to the north. In Virgo lies a cluster of several hundred galaxies
about 14 million light years away. A few of the brighter spiral nebulae can
be seen with a small telescope. Follow the curve of the Dipper’s handle
through Arcturus to Spica.

COMET DATA
Below are two of the graphs used in my talk last month on comets. Due to the lack of
an opaque projector, I was unable to show them and therefore recopied them for this
month’s W.A.S.P. The first chart is of the distributions of cometary solar elongations
(E. and W.) vs. frequency of discovery. It comes from the November, 1969 issue of
“Sky &: Telescope” (Page 301). The other chart is of the elliptical orbital inclinations
of cometary orbits vs. frequency of discovery. The shaded areas represent short period
comets and the dotted sine curve represents the theoretical distribution of
inclinations if comets appeared at random.
-Ken Wilson

