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BITS AND PIECES
Volunteers are needed to show constellations, etc. to some scouts on the night
of June 27 (Wednesday) out near 32 Mile and Gratiot. If interested, please call Ken
Wilson at the above number.
********
The W.A.S.P. wishes good luck to all the W.A.S. members traveling on the good
ship Canberra (i.e. Frank and Diane McCullough, Dave Harrington, Tim Skonieczny,
Pete Kwentus, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Alyea, Jerry Persha, Gary Morin, and all the other
lucky people on board).
********
The next W.A.S. Messier Contest will be held sometime in July. Ask Frank
McCullough as to exactly when.
********
The W.A.S.P. welcomes two new members who have been pressured into joining
the W.A.S.; Gerry Persha and Gary Morin. We take anyone!
********
FOR SALE: 1- 8” f/7 mirror finished to better than 1/10th wave; 1- elliptical
diagonal, 3 vane spider; 1- drilled, fiberglass coated tube; 1focusing mount; pillow blocks; 1- 1½” shaft; 1- 1” shaft. Will sell
separately; call Rick at 751-8225.
********
Anyone wishing pennants, t-shirts, or sweatshirts with the club emblem on it
can contact Roger Civic (775-6634) who has the silk screen.
********
Don’t forget the Regional Convention in August at Kalamazoo, August 17, 18,
19. Registration is only $5.00. Rooms $4.00. There will be many cash prizes.
Registration forms will be available soon.

* * * * A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to another issue of the W.A.S.P.
By the time you read this a group of hardy W.A.S. members will be on their way
to see the great solar eclipse of 1973 aboard the H.M.S. Canberra. The remainder of
the W.A.S. membership will get together for the June General Meeting on June 20 th.
The program of this meeting will consist, for the most part, of the discussion of the
best way to get massive cloud cover to envelope the African continent and
surrounding waters. This failing, ways will be discussed to have the Canberra
succumb to the same fate which befell its sister ships, the Lusitania and the Titanic.
Should this scheme fail, the July meeting should be cram packed with pretty eclipse
pictures. So bring all your friends to the July meeting to see what you missed. These
pictures, along with other from throughout the region, will also be shown at the Great
Lakes Regional Convention to be held in August (see ad elsewhere in the W.A.S.P. for
details).
Word has reached me at this writing that the short-lived magazine, “Practical
Astronomy” has reached its demise due to lack of advertisements. Personally I’m not
too surprised. The magazine did not offer that much for its high subscription rate of
$6.00. The amateur astronomical market has recently been flooded with a lot of new
magazines, and it can only support so many. It is also hard to compete with such good
mags. as “Modern Astronomy” and “The Griffith Observer”, which also cost less.
Where were all these magazines when “The Review of Popular Astronomy” died in
1969?
I’m glad to see all of the active members that the W.A.S. has now. We are more
active than I can remember. There’s not enough room here to list all of your names,
but you know who you are. The W.A.S.P. salutes you, keep it up; you’ve made us one
of the most active groups in Michigan and the Region. Thanx.
I also want to thank all of the people who have been contributing to the
W.A.S.P., particularly Roger Civic and Dave Harrington. We now have star charts for
observing and chess problems to work on when the clouds roll in. Keep those articles
and drawings coming in.
Clear Skies and happy observing,
Ken Wilson, editor

HAVEN’T I SEEN YOU SOMEWHERE BEFORE?
By
Larry F. Kalinowski
I can honestly say that I’ve been around the amateur scene for a reasonable
length of time. Through the years you begin to see people fall into specific patterns of
attitude and habit. Look around the membership of your group and see if you can
recognize some of the members categorized below. Who knows, maybe you’ll see
yourself.
THE ENTHUSIASTIC NOVICE
This member can be recognized by his eagerness to learn and his enthusiasm to
be the first one of his own group of newcomers to finish his telescope. A year later
when he finally comes around to say hello and you get up the nerve to ask the
inevitable question, he replies that he finished his grinding but for some reason the
mirror was never completed.
THE PENNY PINCHER
This member usually ranges in age somewhere near the junior reaching senior
time of his membership. He gives himself away during that time of the year when he
must renew his membership. As he comes face to face with the club treasurer he can
usually be heard whispering in low tones, “my birthday’s tomorrow, can I still get a
junior membership?”
THE MASTER INSTRUMENT BUILDER
Every club has one or these on its membership roster. He’s usually seen
showing pictures of, or standing by, his masterpiece of telescopic art, with its finely
turned heavy duty axis and chrome plated castings. After your mouth finally stops its
uncontrollable drooling, he’ll rub salt in your wounds by adding, “and it only cost me
six dollars and thirty-two cents to build.”
THE HARDENED OBSERVER
This member suffers from a malady called “enlargus pupilus” or enlarged pupil
caused by the constant wearing of an eye patch which he uses to keep his eye in
observing condition as he dashes in and out of a lighted area near his observing site.
THE TECHNICAL OBSERVER
This member is discontent with referring, to the common observable objects by
their everyday names. He is constantly playing a befuddling game called “Stump the
Membership” by continually referring to the Orion nebula as NGC 1976.
THE OVERENTHUSIASTIC NOVICE
This type of member is usually the enthusiastic novice with a slight difference.
He can be heard talking to himself as he works his way around the grinding
barrel…talking about the Maksutov or Schmidt camera he’s going to build as soon as
he finishes his 4¼ inch mirror.
Recognize any of the members listed above? If you can and a few types pop into
your mind that I’ve passed over, send them along to this writer. I’ll put ‘em in print if
they can produce a chuckle or two.

WARREN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY
Monthly Chess Problems
Last month’s problems did not seem to give the members too much
trouble. Even the three-mover did not stump the membership. Well guys,
I guess this month is a good time to get tough with you. You will
really like the two little gems that I have included this month. For
those members who are going to Africa, these problems should keep you
off the decks at night.

The solutions to last month’s problems are as follows:
Problem 4 Solution
Problem 3 Solution
Key Move: R-R1
Key Move: R-K8
Threat: NONE (WAITNG FOR BLACK)
Threat: NONE (WAITNG FOR BLACK’S MOVE)
Variations:
Variations:
IF 1)..., B-N8
2) R-N1
IF 1)..., N-ANY 2) N-K5
IF 1)..., RxR
2) R-R6
IF 1)..., P-B7
2) B-K6
IF 1)..., R-QB8 2) RxR
IF 1)..., KxP
2) R-KB3
After two months, the standings in the chess-problems contest are:
RANK
NAME
POINTS
1
D. BOCK
49
2
D. MISSON
34
3
K. WILSON
34
C
4
F. M CULLOUGH
27
5
R. KWENTUS
7

ASTRO-ALMANAC
By
Ken Wilson
July /
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NOTE:

EVENT
Mercury 3° S. of Venus at 14:00, Moon 0.8°S. of Mercury at 21:00, Moon 4°S. of
Venus at 22:00
Earth at aphelion
Mercury stationary at 18:00
Mercury at aphelion
First Quarter at 3:26, Moon 6°S. of Uranus at 15:00
Venus greatest hel. lat. N
Moon 5°S. of Neptune at 8:00
Lunar apogee (252,200mi.) at 17:00
Full Moon at 6:56 (Penumbral Eclipse), Mercury at: 080815 38; Venus at 092317
03 (Mag. -3.3); Mars at 010003 06 (Mag. -0.3); Jupiter at 204718 39 (Mag. -2.3);
Saturn at 055122 21 (Mag. +0.3); Uranus at 131106 55; Neptune at 161349 30
Moon 4°N. of Jupiter at 17:00
W.A.S. General Meeting at 8:00p.m. E.D.T. at M. C. C. C.
Mercury in inferior conjunction at 1:00
Moon 9°N. of Mars at 10:00, Last Quarter Moon at 22:58
Ceres stationary at 00:00
Venus 1.2°N. of Regulus
Mars at perihelion, Mercury at greatest hel. lat. S., Vesta in conjunction at 22:00
Moon 2°N. of Saturn at 2:00
Lunar perigee (224,100mi.) at 2:00
New Moon at 13:59, Maximum of Delta Aquarid meteor shower at 4:00
Jupiter at opposition at 8:00, Mercury stationary at 8:00
Moon 7°S. of Venus at 23:00
All of the above times are in 24-hour E.S.T. To obtain EDT add 1hr.
to the above times

