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The Warren Astronomical Society corresponds with the following:

The Detroit Astronomical Society

The Detroit Observational and Astrographic Association
The Kalamazoo Astronomical Society

The Oakland Astronomical  Association

The Jackson Astronomical Society (Mississippi)

The Astronomical League

The Miami Valley Astronomical Society

The Oglethorpe Astronomical Society (Savannah, Georgia)
The Royal Astronomical Society of Canada (Toronto)

The Olympic Astronomic  al Society (Bremerton, Washington)
The Lansing Astronomical Society

The Northern Lights & North Central Region (Minnesota)

(If we forgot anyone, please bring it to our attention)
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CLUB NEWS

Don @ forget the W.A.S. campout May 25 -28 at Camp Rotary (site of Stargate

Observatory). For more information call Frank McCullough at 791 -8752.
*
The recent Messier Contest of May 4th was held under almost perfect
condition s (maybe we @ e setting a trend? ). First place wentto me again , with close
second and third going to Pete Kwentus and Dave Harrington , respectively . A good

fourth place was taken by Messier Contest novi ces, Doug Bock and Don Mission .

*Pete& second place before Dave was undoubtedly due to his partner Frank
Valka.

*

The mirrors of the 12 %6 Cass. at Stargat e have recently beenr emoved for a
badly nee ded re -aluminizing . By the time you read th is, they should be re install ed
(barring the effects of Peach Brandy) and alig ned.

*

The W.A.S. welcomes Chris Edsall b ack after his short , but wet , trip to Scotland
and Englan d.

*

Thanks to Roger Civ ic, the club now has a rubber stamp with the club insignia
on it. If anyone would like t ouseit, itis available now from Frank McCullough .

*

Included in this issue of the W .A.S.P. Shoul d be two d rawings showing the
predicted positions for Comet Koh  oute k as it approaches and recedes from perihelion.
These drawings are courtesy of Dr . Freeman Miller of t he University of Michigan

THERE AND HERE WITH AMATEURS

Reliable so urc es in Kalamazoo tell us of the night Bob Ross was almost
stra ngled to death by his 12 ¢ telescope. It seems that this  telescope is mounted on a
Fork mount with heavy lead discs behind the  mirror as counter weights . To move his
telescope Bob has to stick his  head thru the fork  and lift the heavy instrument. As he
was doing this one evening while carrying his Gscope into his backyard , Bob lost his
balance and fell over. In  the process Bob & neck was caught between the telescope and
the fork. As he lay alone on the ground , slowlyt urning blue, one can onl y imagine
what t hough ts passed thru Bob& mind . Fortunately , for Bob, his sister came outand ,
discover ing his predicament , freed hi m.

This is not the only thing  to happen to Bob of late. During another Kalamazoo
observing session, Bob decided to pet a stray cat who happened to wander by, just as
Bob picked hi m u p, the cat dec ided to relieve itself all over his shirt.




BITS AND PIECES

Oakland Stonehenge?

John B . Huner of Oakland University (anthropology dept.) has found a 45 -foot -
long group of rocks that may have been a Stonehenge -like calendar built by
prehistoric Indians. If so this would be the second  such find inthe U .S. (the first
being one near St. Louis) .

It seems that these nine rocks, located in a fie Id near Pontiac, for m an arrow
(Fig.1)wh ich points in adirection4  ° north of due east. Huner explains this fact by
pointi ng out that the arrow points inthe direction of sunrise onthe approximate date
of the return of war m weather to Michigan (a date much more useful to the Indians
th an the date of the true vernal equinox

Huner hopes to soon begin excavation at the site , whose exact loca tion he
prefers to keep secret , to confirm his theories

June Occultation Predictions
| have received the following occultation predictions (accurate to within 1 min.)
for Stargate Observatory from David Dunhan of the University of Texas. If anyone is
interested in assisting me in ob  serving these occultations, please call Ken Wilson at
268 -9337.

June/ Time (UT) [/ ZC.# /| Mag. [/ Phen. / %Sunlit / Elong. [/ P.A.Deqg.

7 02:28:05 1528 6.6 D 42 WAX. 81 148
8 01:57:19 1629 6.8 D 53 WAX. 93 85
11 04:08:53 1960 6.9 D 81 WAX. 129 85
12 01:41:36 2066 6.4 D 88 WAX. 139 119
20 06:10:46 3109 6.5 R 83 WAX. 228 254
20 06:41:13 3112 6.2 R 83 WAN. 228 204
23 06:35:19 3482 5.6 R 56 WAN. 263 232
27 08:06:46 472 5.0 R 14 WAN. 316 225
I have pre dictions for the rest of 1973 and all of 1974. By wri ting tothe U.S. Naval

observatory, | hope to  receive predictions accurate to within a few seconds

-Kenne th Wilson



