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The Warren Astronomical Society is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The
Society holds meetings on the first and third Thursdays of each month. The two meeting locations
are listed below:
1st Thursday - Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI

3rd Thursday – Green Acres School
Cousino at Holmes
Warren, MI 48092
264-2509

Membership is open to those interested in astronomy and its related fields. Dues are as follows and
include a year's subscription to Sky and Telescope.
Student ......................... $18.00
Individual ..................... $27.00

Observatory Chairman:

College ......................... $22.00 Senior Citizen ...........$22.00
Family .......................... $32.00
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Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Warren Astronomical Society in conjunction
with Rotary International. Located on the grounds of Camp Rotary, Stargate features a 12½‖ clubbuilt Cassegrainian telescope under an aluminum dome. The observatory is open to all club
members according to the ―Stargate Observatory Code of Conduct.‖
Lectures are given at Stargate Observatory each weekend. The lecture will be either Friday or
Saturday night, depending on the weather and the lecturer's personal schedule. If you cannot
lecture on your scheduled weekend, please call the Chairman as early as possible or contact an
alternative lecturer. Those wishing to use Stargate must call by 9:00 p.m. on the evening of the
observing session. The lecturers for the coming month are:
November 27/28 .. John Root ........... 464-7908
December 4/5 ....... Lou Faix ............... 781-3338
December 11/12 ... Dave Harrington .. 879-6765
December 18/19 ... Frank McCullough 759-5215

January 8/9 ....... Ron Vogt .................545-7309
January 15/16 ... Doug Bock ..............355-5844
January 22/23 ... Alan Rothenberg ....533-0898
January 29/30 ... Ray Bullock ...........879-9458

Editor's Corner:
In the November issue and this issue there are two articles which
I feel deserves Some Comments. The titles are 'Creation or Evolution?'
and 'Rebuttal to Creation or Evolution'. These articles are the
opinions of the authors and are not necessarily the opinions of the
Warren Astronomical Society or this newsletter. They touch on a
sensitive area of beliefs and are presented to stimulate the minds of
individuals who may be interested in these subjects. In the future, as
it was for these articles, these type of articles will be screened by
the editorial staff to determine relevance to the field of astronomy
or science in general. If an article has material that is interesting,
yet unrelated to astronomy, then it may be published also. I must
admit I had reservations about putting these articles in this
newsletter because of the materials emotionally volatile potential. I
finally decided it might stimulate people to think about articles they
may want to write for the newsletter, hopefully on the subject of
astronomy.
On another note, I would like you to look for some pictures you
may have around the house that you think would look good on the cover
of this newsletter. I must have those 2 weeks before we go to print.
I also challenge the following people to write articles for the
newsletter. Dave Harrington, Pete Kwentus) Alan Rothenberg, Ron Vogt,
Bill Whitney, Larry Kalinowski) Cary White, and to those who haven't
written an article lately.
A new addition to the newsletter will be a calendar of the events
for each month the club has scheduled. This will replace the present
schedule of events form. This will help you to keep track of the days
we have scheduled for meetings and star parties, etc.
I hope you make it to the Christmas Banquet this year. It should
be very interesting.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!!
Doug Bock (533-0898)

MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 15, 1981 MEETING OF
THE WARREN ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 by our president Doug Bock.
The newsletter can now be bought on a subscription rate of $6.00 a. year or .50¢, a
news1etter for non- members.
Our observatory chairman, Alan Rothenberg says everything is in working order at
Stargate. He also has some Christmas cards for sale 25 for $10.00. They have a
beautiful picture of the space shuttle on them and there are two choices.
The vote for incorporating our c1ub stood at 20 yea‘s and 0 no‘s.
John Wetzel., our treasurer gave a treasurers report, our Balance is $318.50.
Our four month awards were given, out at the meeting to many deserving members.
Lou Faix - for always being there
Ken Kelly - For being so active for many years and for his many articles for our
newsletter
Larry Kalinowski - for a1l his help
John Baditoi - for his awards at the Science Fair
Mark Bieniek - For all his help on the refreshment committee and nomination
committee
We had a very good program. Brad Vincent brought his telescope that he made and
gave a talk on it. It was a 10‖ F5.6 Newtonian Congratulations Brad, it was a
beautiful scope, NASA sent us a film on the Space Shuttle that was very enlightening
and humorous. Lou Faix gave an excellent talk on double stars.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
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REBUTTAL
to
Creation or Evolution?
No matter what the subject, there are two sides to the issue. The proper
approach is to examine both sides before reaching a conclusion. A recent article
tended to approach the creation/evolution issue without full knowledge of the
creationist side. I will not cite numerous proofs or arguments: that I leave to the
professionals. At the end of this article I'll list some books by professionals to look at
for further info.
First of all, in any scientific issue we must approach the problem in a
reasonable, objective manner. To go in with preconceived ideas as to an answer is not
science, it‘s prejudice. Concerning that matter, a modern scientist (and evolutionist)
has said:
―Prejudice is the result of powerful emotions, not of sound reasoning. If we wish
to find out the truth of a matter, we must approach the question with as nearly open
a mind as we can, and with a deep awareness of our own limitations and
predispositions.‖1
We must, also keep in mind that both creation and evolution are theories.
Neither can be proved conclusively, contrary to extremists on both sides. The reason
for this is that ―… the essence of the scientific method is experimental observation
and repeatability. A scientific investigator, be he ever so resourceful, and brilliant, can
neither observe nor repeat origins!‖2 Further details are given in the first table.
Since last month‘s article was concerned with the effect of teaching creation
along with evolution in schools and the Bible‘s references to origins, we shall now
look at what was said.
Teaching of creationism in the schools would not be from a religious aspect.
That is why you al1ways hear of Scientific Creationism. The textbooks published by
the Institute for Creation Research which are intended for public school use contain
no biblical references at all. The materia1 is all from documented scientific research.
Some books come in two editions for parochial and public schools. In Scientific
Creationism, the public edition is short the first chapter, ―Creation According to
Scripture‖. The rest of the book is the same, Pick up a copy and examine it for
yourself.
As to the use of the Bible, please know what you are doing when you try to read
it. I noticed the edition quoted was the King James, This was a poor translation done
with corrupted texts and scant knowledge of Greek and Hebrew. Also, one needs to
utilize the correct hermeneutical and exegetical procedures.
To correct the reading of Genesis, 1:6, the word that the KJV translates as
firmament is better translated expanse (Hebrew raqia
The expanse
between the waters is where we live.
The waters above are clouds und what they contain (rain, snow, hail). Recent
theories have given a better answer, though. This theory was aided by astronomy

during the satellite missions to Venus. The suggestion is that a pre-flood canopy like
the cloud layer of Venus, existed over the earth (composed of water, not like Venus).4
After the Flood, the canopy was gone and the current atmosphere and cloud cover the
result. This allowed more solar radiation to reach the surface and the tropical zones
to form. It also, by letting in the radiation, shortened man‘s life expectancy. Before
the Flood, man lived to be several hundreds of years old, according to the Bible. After
the Flood, the recorded life spans gradually reduced to the level we currently have.
The waters below include seas, lakes, rivers, and subterranean water. The
meaning is the same for the reference in Exodus 20:4. In Palestine, where the
Hebrews primarily were after the Exodus, the main source of water was subterranean
pools and springs.5 It is also referred to poetically in Psalms 24:2, 136:6. As to the
images below, look in the pools in caves and observe the eye-less fish and other
marine life. Not to mention the microscopic life in the spring water.
Omission of statements does not mean something is being denied. If Genesis
doesn‘t state that the Earth is spherical, you cannot assume that it‘s saying the planet
is flat. When you ―read in‖ statements, you aren‘t being very scientific. In Isaiah
40:22 we read, ―He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth,‖ 6 The Hebrew word
chug
can be translated as either circle or square. Since that chapter of Isaiah
is allegorical and poetic, we cannot ascribe certainty to the description. But please
notice that a word meaning circle/sphere is used instead of one for a flat surface. As to
Luke 4:5, the statement is one of the temptations of the devil to Jesus. If you don‘t
take the passage out of context, you‘ll see that along with the other temptations, it is
accomplished through super natural power. It was not by simple looking around from
a mountaintop to the extent of the horizon.
The days of creation are six literal, 24-hour days. (See Exodus 9:11) Light and
darkness marked off the passage of time before the creation of the sun, moon, stars,
etc. Through other references like above, the days are always 24 hours long. The light
and darkness cycled as is referenced in Genesis 1:4-5, even though time passes
without a marker. To explain the idea of the light and darkness without the sun long
and deep, which I will discuss with any interested persons. It is too long for this
article.
As to the stars, please note what Dr. Henry Morris has said:
―Furthermore, even the stars (and this term in the Bible includes
all celestial objects except the sun and moon), were each created with its
own particular structure. ‗There is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory‘ (I
Corinthians 15:41). The tremendous variety of heavenly bodies revealed
by modern astronomy—planets, comets, meteors, white dwarfs, red
giants, variable stars, star clusters, binary stars dark nebulae,
interstellar dust, radio stars, quasars, neutron stars, black holes, tec.—
also confirm this statement.‖7
Surely an astronomer who knows the sky and its marvelous components cannot
deny that.

Does the creationist deny an 18 billion tear old universe and 4.6 billion year old
solar system? Considering the disagreement among the evidence, you should wonder
why (See Table 2).
What can be concluded after the presentation last month of the theory of
evolution and this month‘s creationism? That‘s up to the individua1. As any subject
where there are two or more—theories to choose from, you must, pick the one you
feel, the evidence better supports. And that is the whole idea behind this rebuttal. (I
was not trying to convert anyone to creationism).
If a case is to be presented, both sides must be presented properly without any
bias. Save the ―soapbox‖ comments for the editorial page. As I mentioned earlier, I
couldn‘t hope to argue science since I know I lack the complete knowledge to do so.
Those who do it best have written some books available from CLP Publishers, P.O. box
15666, San Diego, CA 92115. The fo1lowing books present scientific creationism in a
very readable and documented fashion. The Scientific Case for Creation, The Genesis
Flood, Scientific Creationism, and Evolution: The Fossils Say NO!
Since science has approached touchy topics time and again in the past, you
would think we would have learned by now to approach all sides properly. I
sometimes get discouraged at science and agree with Aldous Huxley when he said:
―We have learnt that nothing is simple and rational except that we
ourselves have invented; that God thinks in terms neither of Euclid nor
of Riemann; that science has ‗explained‘ nothing; that the more we
know, the more fantastic the world becomes and the profounder the
surrounding darkness.‖8

Brad Vincent

Table 1.
Impossibility of Scientific Proof of Origins3
A. Creation cannot be proved
1. Creation is not taking place now, so far as can be observed. Therefore, it
was accomplished sometime in the past, if at all, and is thus inaccessible
to the scientific method.
2. It is impossible to devise a scientific experiment to describe the creation
process, or even to ascertain whether such a process can take place. The
Creator does not create at the whim of a scientist.
B. Evolution cannot be proved
1. If evolution is taking place today, it operates too slowly to be
measurable, and, therefore, is outside the realm of empirical science. To
transmute one kind of organism to a higher kind of organism would
presumably take millions of years, and no team of scientific observers is
available to make measurements on any such experiment.
2. The small variations in organisms which are observed to take place
today (see pp. 51- 53) are irrelevant to this question, since there is no
way to prove that these changes within present kinds eventually change
the kinds into different, higher kinds. Since small variations (including
mutations) are as much to be expected in the creation model as in the
evolution model, they are of no value in discriminating between the two
models.
3. Even if modern scientists should over actually achieve the artificial
creation of life from non-life, or of higher kinds from lower kinds, in the
laboratory, this would not prove in any way that such chances did, or
even could, take place in the past by random natural processes.
******
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Table 2.
Uniformitarian Estimates—Age of the Earth9
(Unless otherwise indicated, based on standard assumptions of (1) zero initial
―daughter‖ component; (2) closed system, (3) uniform rate)
Process
1. Decay of earth‘s magnetic field
2. Influx of radiocarbon to the earth system
3. Influx of meteoritic dust from space
4. Efflux of Heliun-4 into the atmosphere
5. Development of total human population
6. Influx of uranium to the ocean via rivers
7. Influx of sediment to the ocean via rivers
8. Erosion of sediment from continents
9. Leaching of sodium from continents
10. Leaching of chlorine from continents
11. Leaching of calcium from continents
12. Influx of carbonate to the ocean
13. Influx of sulphate to the ocean
14. Influx of chlorine to the ocean
15. Influx of calcium to the ocean
16. Efflux of oil from traps by fluid pressure
17. Formation of radiogenic lead by neutron capture
18. Formation of radiogenic strontiun by neutron capture
19. Decay of natural, remnant paleo-magnetism
20. Decay of C-14 in pre-Cambrian wood
21. Decay of uranium with initial lead
22. Decay of potassium with entrapped argon
23. Influx of juvenile water to oceans
24. Influx of magna from mantle to form crust
25. Growth of active coral reefs
26. Growth of oldest living part of biosphere
27. Origin of human civilizations
28. Formation of river deltas
29. Submarine oil seepage into oceans
30. Decay of natural plutonium
31. Decay of lines of galaxies
32. Expanding interstellar gas
33. Formation of Carbon-14 on meteorites
34. Decay of short-period comets
35. Decay of long-period comets
36. Influx of small particles to the sun
37. Maximum life of meteor showers
38. Accumulation of dust on the moon
39. Instability of rings of Saturn
40. Escape of methane from Titan
41. Deceleration of earth by tidal friction
42. Cooling of earth by heat efflux
43. Accumulation of calcareous ooze on sea floor
44. Influx of sodium to the ocean via rivers
45. Influx of nickel to the ocean via rivers
46. Influx of magnesium to the ocean via rivers
47. Influx of silicon to the ocean via rivers

Indicated Age of Earth
10,000 years
10,000 years
too small to calculate
1,750-175,000 years
4,000 years
10,000-100,000 years
30,000,000 years
14,000,000 years
32,000,000 years
1,000,000 years
12,000,000 years
100,000 years
10,000,000 years
164,000,000 years
1,000,000 years
10,000-100,000 years
too small to measure
too small to measure
100,000 years
4,000 years
too small to measure
too small to measure
340,000,000 years
500,000,000 years
10,000 years
5,000 years
5,000 years
5,000 years
50,000,000 years
80,000,000 years
10,000,000 years
60,000,000 years
100,000 years
10,000 years
1,000,000 years.
83,000 years
5,000,000 years
200,000 years
1,000,000 years
20,000,000 years.
500,000,000 years
24,000,000 years
5,000,000 years
260,000,000 years
9,000 years
45,000,000 years
8,000 years

Table 2 continued.
Process
48. Influx
49. Influx
50. Influx
51. Influx
52. Influx
53. Influx
54. Influx
55. Influx
56. Influx
57. Influx
58. Influx
59. Influx
60. Influx
61. Influx
62. Influx
63. Influx
64. Influx
65. Influx
66. Influx
67. Influx
68. Influx
69. Influx
70. Influx

of potassium to the ocean via rivers
of copper to the ocean via rivers
of gold to the ocean via rivers
of silver to the ocean via rivers
of mercury to the ocean via rivers
of lead to the ocean via rivers
of tin to the ocean via rivers
of aluminum to the ocean via rivers
of lithium into the ocean via rivers
of titanium into ocean via rivers
of chromium into ocean via rivers
of manganese into ocean via rivers
of iron into ocean via rivers
of cobalt into ocean via rivers
of zinc into ocean via rivers
of rubidium into ocean via rivers
of strontium into ocean via rivers
of bismuth into ocean via rivers
of thorium into ocean via rivers
of antimony into ocean via rivers
of tungsten into ocean via rivers
of barium into ocean via rivers
of molybdenum into ocean via rivers

Indicated Age of Earth
11,000,000 years
50,000 years
560,000 years
2,100,000 years
42,000 years
2,000 years
100,000 years
100 years
20,000,000 years
160 years
350 years
1,400 years
140 years
18,000 years
180,000 years
270,000 years
19,000,000 years
45,000 years
350 years
350,000 years
1,000 years
84,000 years
500,000 years

