WARREN

ASTRONOMICAL

SOCIETY

The Warren Astronomical Society is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society
holds meetings on the first and third Thursdays of each month, starting at 7:30 P.M.
1st. Thursday
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI

3rd. Thursday
Macomb County Community College
South Campus
Building B, Room 209
14500 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, MI

Membership is open to those interested in astronomy and its related fields. Dues are as follows:
Student...$8 College...$12 Senior Citizen...$12 Individual...$17 Family...$22
Sky and Telescope Magazine is available for $13.00 per year, and Astronomy Magazine for $12.00 per year.

President
lst. V.P.
2nd. V.P.
Secretary
Treasurer
Librarian
Deep Sky Group:
Lunar Group

OFFICERS
Ken Strom
Jon Root
Steve Franks
Alan Rothenberg
Alice Strom
John Wetzel
Doug Bock
: Frank McCullough
:
:
:
:
:
:

WARREN

977-9489
464-7908
535-2675
355-5844
977-9489
882-6816
750-9369
254-1786

MAILING ADDRESS
Warren Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 474
East Detroit, MI 48021

- Meets at Northern Cross Observatory, Fenton, MI
- Meets at Stargate Observatory, New Haven, MI

ASTRONOMICAL

SOCIETY

PAPER

Editor: Ken Kelly / 839-7250 Send all articles to P.O. Box 474, East Detroit, MI 48021.
The W.A.S.P. is the official publication of the Warren Astronomical Society and is available free to all
club members. Requests by other clubs to receive the W.A.S.P. and all other correspondence should be
addressed to the editor. Articles should be submitted at least one week prior to the Macomb meeting.
STARGATE

OBSERVATORY

Observatory Chairman: Riyad Matti / 548-7511
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Warren Astronomical Society in conjunction with Rotary
International. Located on the grounds of Camp Rotary, Stargate features a 12.5 inch club-built Cassegrain
telescope under an aluminum dome. The Observatory is open to all members of the club in accordance with 'THE
STARGATE OBSERVATORY CODE OF CONDUCT'.
THOSE WISHING TO USE THE OBSERVATORY MUST CALL BY 7:00 P.M. (IN THE EVENING OF THE OBSERVING SESSION.
Lectures are given at Stargate Observatory each weekend. The lecture will be either Friday or Saturday
night, depending on the weather and the lecturer's personal schedule.
LECTURER’S

LIST

Lecturers should check with Camp Rotary to determine whether the Scouts are staying at the camp and to
inform the Ranger the day and time of the lecture. If you cannot lecture on your scheduled weekend, please
make arrangements to switch weekends with another lecturer or call the Chairman as early as possible. The
lecturers for the coming weekends are:

Sep. 20/21
27/28
Oct.
4/5
11/12

Alan Rothenberg ... 355-5844
Ken Strom ......... 977-9489
Jon Root .......... 464-7908
Riyad Matti ....... 548-7511

Oct. 18/19
25/26
Nov.
1/2
9/8

Steve Franks ....535-2675
Frank McCullough 254-1786
Alan Rothenberg .355-5844
Ken Strom .......977-9489

Sep. 28 - OTAA Convention in Akron, Ohio. See
notice in this issue.
Oct. 3 - Meeting at Cranbrook Institute of
Science. Begins at 7:30 P.M.
Oct. 12 - Canadian-American Observing Session.
See notice in this issue.
OCT. 17 - General Meeting at Macomb County
Community College. Begins at 7:30 P.M.
in Building B.
Oct. 19 - Deep Sky Group meets at Northern Cross
Observatory. Begins at 7:00 P.M.
Oct. 25 - Lunar & Planetary Group meets at
Stargate Observatory. Starts at 7:00
P.M. If cloudy, will be held on Oct. 26.

IN LOVING MEM0RY
OF
PETER R. KWENTUS
submitted by:
Diane L. Ingrao
Pete was such a unique and special individual that I felt
compelled to write down my feelings about him and share them
with you.
Peter Ronald Kwentus was known for his compassion,
inspiration, and sincerity to others. Pete was a sweet and
gentle human being who made others feel that their smallest
accomplishments seemed great. He enriched the meaning of
"friend."
He was quite the hobbyist, from interests in coins and
stamps to telescopes, cameras, model trains and airplanes,
and the list goes on. He was very talented working with his
hands - fixing and creating things at his workbench. He in
turn would do anything he could to encourage others to pursue
their own interests. A member of the Warren Astronomical
Society recently reminded me that he probably never could
have gotten involved with the club had it not been for Pete.
Pete had told him if he could not find transportation to the
meetings that he would take him personally. Sure enough, Pete
would travel from East Detroit to Grosse Pointe Woods and
then to Warren to insure this newcomer's pursuits.
Pete always took time for others. Pete and Ginger’s house
was open to all friends at all times. For many of us, they
became a second family and home, where we felt comfortable
and welcomed. These feelings will never go away.
(next page please)

Pete always teased the ladies about being "sweet young
things" and the "better halves" of their partners. He also
let everyone know that his True Sweetheart who he dearly
loved, was his wife, Ginger. Many have marveled at the
dynamic couple Pete and Ginger have been, so devoted and
loyal to one another, and so much in love. This devotion was
carried on to his family members as well, his two daughters,
sons-in-law, one son, and cherished grandson. He often
reminded us that a relationship was incomplete without
children and how proud he was of his.
His loyalty was also devoted to friends, relatives and
neighbors who could call on Pete at any time. He was always
there for each of us. Pete would go out of his way to do
something special for someone else in need.
Pete has always been a "fighter." Even through his
illness he never appeared to "give up." In the days ahead may
his strength be a source of encouragement and sustainment for
Ginger and the family. As Pete always kept himself occupied
and his motivational level as great as possible, we know he
would want this for others in his absence.
His parting from this earth is temporary. One day we
shall reunite, as a divine plan unfolds for each of us. There
is a star in the constellation of the Big Dipper that has
been named, Peter R. Kwentus. Somehow, we all know that this
star will be shining brightly throughout eternity and
illuminating our hearts with warm memories of happy times
we've shared with Pete Kwentus.
God bless Pete and may all the goodness he has given to
so many others, be returned abundantly to him now, and
forevermore.

CONVENTION AGENDA
MORNING-DISPLAYS IN AYER HALL - ROOMS l10, 112, 113
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Vendors set up table displays and demonstrations

9:00 a.m.

Registration - $2.00 per person 12 years and older - under 12 free –
free coffee and donuts

9:00 - 11:30 a.m.

View displays on Astrophotography, Computers, Holography, Radio
Astronomy, Telescopes, Mirror Grinding, Spectroscopy, Astronomy books,
and more.

11:00 - 11:30 a.m.

Dr. R. Thomas Myers, KSU, "The Effects of Nuclear War on Planet Earth"

11:30 - 12.30 p.m.

Lunch at the University Cafeteria

AFTERNOON-LECTURES IN AYER HALL - ROOM 19
12:30-1:15 p.m.

OTAA Board Meeting: Roll Call & Elect Councilman to serve a three year
term.

1:15-2:00 p.m.

Albert J. Juhasz, Project Engineer, Space Technology Directorate, NASA
Lewis Research Center, "Space Station Power Systems"

2:00-2:20 p.m.

Fred Starheim, Ohio Edison, Senior Environmental Scientist "Atmospheric
Visibility"

2:20-2:30 p.m.

Break

2:30-3:00 p.m.

Dr. A. W. G. Kunze, Univ. of Akron, "Satellite Systems of the Jovian
planets"

3:00-3:30 p.m.

Dr. Bernard Richards, Kent State University "Stellar Spectroscopy"

3:30-3:45 p.m.

Break

3:45-4:15 p.m.

Tom Dobbins, Dobbins Instruments, "High Resolution Optics for Planetary
Observing"

4:15-4:45 p.m.

Dr. Earle Luck, Case Western Reserve University, "Stellar Evolution"

4:45-5:00 p.m.

Door Prizes

For information, contact: Philip Hegenderfer
(216) 644-0230
5070 Manchester Rd.
Akron, Ohio 44319

CANADIAN-AMERICAN OBSERVING SESSION — OCTOBER 12, 1985 (SATURDAY)

The Observing Session location is at Wheatley Provincial Park just east of the town of Wheatley, Ontario, approximately 8
miles east of Leamington. The observing site is about c one-hour drive from the Ambassador Bridge. Once you cross the
Bridge and you are in Windsor, follow Route 3 (to Leamington, Point Pelee, and Wheatley). Canadian organizations
planning to attend are: Windsor Centre of the RASC, Chatham/Kent Astronomy Club and Sarnia Centre of the RASC.
Astronomical organizations in the Southeast Michigan area that have been contacted are: D.A.S., Astronomy Club of
Livonia, University Lowbrow Astronomers-Ann Arbor and Warren Astronomical Society.
The Park has a grassy plain overlooking Lake Erie, that means obstruction-free observing of the Southern Sky.
Arrival time is up to the individual, the Sun sets at 6:50 p.m., the Moon sets at 6:19 p.m. Some club members are planning
to car pool, you will be allowed to stay all night, but you cannot erect any tents for over night camping, there are picnic
tables and fire pits. Bring warm clothes, a lawn chair, coffee/snack, and insect repellent. Last year there was no fee to
enter the park, we expect the same to be true this year because it is after the summer season.

PLANETS: Jupiter is the brilliant "star" in the southwest that sets several hours after
sunset. Enjoy Saturn now for it is drawing near to the Sun and will soon be lost in its
glare. Look for Saturn low in the southwest when the sky first darkens. Venus and Mars
highlight the morning sky. Mars is moving away from the Sun and becomes increasing easy to
see. Venus~ on the other hand~ is closing in on the Sun. Venus passes just O°.l north of
Mars on the 4th. A thin crescent Moon enhances the scene on the 9th.
The Hunter's Moon is the full moon after the Harvest Moon. It is said that in the light of
this full moon the harvested fields offer little protection from the hunter. During the
time of the Hunter's Moon, moonrise occurs shortly after sunset, and is delayed by less
than a half hour from night to night.
Orionid meteors are derived from Halley's comet (so are the Eta Aquarids meteors which
occur early in May). Normally the shower produces a maximum of 25 meteors per hour per
observer when conditions are ideal. The comet is now much closer to earth than it was in
May - a good reason to monitor the shower for a few nights around the 11th. A First
Quarter Moon sets around midnight so early morning observing should be best. Orionids are
swift, only a few are bright, and they may be colourful and produce short lived, wispy
trains.

Most of the time the myths associated with constellations that lie relatively close
together in the sky do not have a common theme. An exception occurs, however, in a group
of constellations that stretch overhead from north to south at maptime this month (10:30
p.m. at the beginning of the month; two hours earlier at the end). Cepheus and Cassiopeia,
the King and Queen of Ethiopia, their beautiful daughter, Andromeda, and the hero Perseus
are all characters in a story. The winged horse Pegasus and sea monster Cetus also figure
in the tale that links the "Royal Four". One version goes something like this:
Cassiopeia, a queen of matchless beauty, was so excessively vain and silly that she drove
everyone to distraction. Time and time again she boasted that she was more beautiful than
the sea nymphs. Eventually they complained to Neptune, God of the Sea, who decreed that
unless Cepheus sacrifice Andromeda to the sea monster Cetus, Ethiopia would be flooded by
the sea. In order to save his subjects, the broken hearted Cepheus was forced to chain his
beloved daughter to the seashore to await her fate.
But luck was with Andromeda, for just as the sea monster drew near the terrified princess,
the hero Perseus happened by, riding through the air on his winged steed Pegasus. He was
on his way home from killing the Medusa, the terrible Gorgon monster with hair of snakes
who was so incredibly ugly that anyone who looked at her was instantly turned to stone.
Brandishing the severed head of the Medusa and warning Andromeda to cover her eyes,
Perseus swooped down just in time to save her - for when Cetus saw the blood-freezing
head, he was turned into a huge rock on the seashore.
Perseus and Andromeda fell in love and were married. To commemorate the event all of the
characters in the story were placed in the heavens. This was not a happy fate for
Cassiopeia however for, as punishment for her vanity, she was chained to her chair and
left to circle the pole from that day on - much of the time hanging upside-down. No doubt
this is why she is called the "The Unhappy Queen".
Turn the map so "northern horizon" is at the bottom, face north and look for Cassiopeia
and Cepheus high overhead, and for Perseus above the northeastern horizon. Andromeda and
the Great Square of Pegasus are overhead; Cetus is in the southeast. (Face south with
"southern horizon" at the bottom of the map to find them.) Binoculars will be useful for
tracing the faint starts that outline Cetus and Perseus.
The constellation Perseus is famous for the Double Cluster. In binoculars, it appears as
two overlapping swarms of stars, each about as 1arge as the disk of the moon. Sharp eyes
may be able to detect the Andromeda Galaxy, at its best now when it is high overhead, but
only if the night is moonless and very clear, and the observing site far from the glow of
artificial lights. But our neighbour galaxy (its light takes just over 2 million years to
reach us) is a delight in binoculars. Its position is indicated by its Messier catalogue
number (M31) on the diagram. M33, a smaller and somewhat more distant galaxy in the tiny,
nearby, faint constellation Triangulum, can also be detected in binoculars.

If you would like to receive information about the sky each month, write or telephone and
your name will be added to the mailing list.
National Museum of Science and Technology, Astronomy Division, 2380 Lancaster Road,
Ottawa, Ontario. KIA OM8 Telephone: (613) 998-4566

