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SOCIETY

The Warren Astronomical Society is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings
on the first and third Thursdays of each month, starting at 7:30 P.M., as follows:
1st. Thursday
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI

3rd. Thursday
Macomb County Community College
South Campus
Building B, Room 216
14500 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, MI

Membership is open to those interested in astronomy and its related fields. Dues are as follows:
Student...$8 College...$12 Senior Citizen...$12 Individual...$17 Family...$22
Sky and Telescope Magazine is available for $14.50 per year, and Astronomy Magazine for $14.00 per year.
Send membership applications and dues to the Treasurer, for faster service.
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MAILING ADDRESS
Warren Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 474
East Detroit, MI 48021

- Meets at Northern Cross Observatory, Fenton, MI
- Meets at Stargate Observatory, Ray Center, MI
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SOCIETY

PAPER

Editor: Ken Kelly / 839-7250 Send all articles to THE WASP, 19209 Mapleview, Detroit, MI 48205.
The W.A.S.P. is the official publication of the Warren Astronomical Society and is available free to all club members.
NEWSLETTER EXCHANGES: Send your Newsletters to: THE WASP, P.O. Box 474, East Detroit, MI 48021.
NOTE: Newsletters or change of address notices sent to other addresses may not reach the Editor.
All Articles should be submitted at least one week prior to the Macomb meeting.

STARGATE

OBSERVATORY

Observatory Chairman: Riyad Matti / 548-7511
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Warren Astronomical Society in conjunction with Rotary International.
Located on the grounds of Camp Rotary, Stargate features a 12.5 inch club-built Cassegrain telescope under an aluminum
dome. The Observatory is open to all members of the club in accordance with 'THE STARGATE OBSERVATORY CODE OF CONDUCT'.
THOSE WISHING TO USE THE OBSERVATORY MUST CALL BY 7:00 P.M. (IN THE EVENING OF THE OBSERVING SESSION. Lectures are given
at Stargate Observatory each weekend. The lecture will be either Friday or Saturday night, depending on the weather and
the lecturer's personal schedule.

LECTURER’S

LIST

Lecturers should check with Camp Rotary to determine whether the Scouts are staying at the camp and to inform the Ranger
the day and time of the lecture. If you cannot lecture on your scheduled weekend, please make arrangements to switch
weekends with another lecturer or call the Chairman as early as possible. The lecturers for the coming weekends are:

Mar. 20/21
27/28
Apr.
6/7
10/11

James Yax ......... 465-9897
Steve Aggas ....... 469-8773
Alan Rothenberg ... 355-5844
Ken Strom ......... 977-9489

Apr. 13/14
20/21
May
1/2
27/28

Jon Root ........464-7908
Riyad Matti .....548-7511
Russ Patten .....588-0799
Mike Bennett ....651-7991

Mar.

28

-

Deep Sky observing at Doug Bock's if clear. 7:00 P.M.
Bring telescopes and cameras.

Apr.

2

-

Meeting at Cranbrook Institute of Science, 7:30 P.M.
Practice Starbowl. Bring Questions, Answers and
Sources.

Apr. 11

-

Lunar & Planetary Group observing at Stargate
Observatory. Bring cameras and telescopes. 7:00 P.M.

Apr. 16

-

General Meeting at Macomb Community College, 7=30
P.M., Bldg. I, Room 216. Clyde Burdette will give a
talk on hunting for Supernovae.

May

7

-

Cranbrook -

May

21

-

Macomb -

May

9

-

National Astronomy Day, at Cranbrook 1:00 P.M. Bring
Telescopes, Posters, Slides, anything else you wish
to show the public.

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS WITH

W.A.S. LOGO ..... $20.00

JACKETS WITH W.A.S. LOGO ................ $40.00
You must have a deposit to order the above items.
The deadline is the April Cranbrook Meeting.
See Alan Rothenberg for details.

2/26/1987
Dear Ken,
My sincerest congratulations to you and to all members of the W.A.S. for
winning the 1986 Community Service Award from the Michigan Recreation and
Parks Assoc.
You should all be very proud of the results of your efforts. You do
yourselves, AL League, and all of Astronomy a great honor by such deeds.
Sincerely,
Don Archer

MINOR PLANETS FOR MARCH - APRIL
(Calculated by Ken Kelly)
Positions for the four brightest Minor Planets are listed. They are now calculated
directly from the orbital elements on a PC/XT Computer. The opposition dates are as
follows: (15) Eunomia, Feb. 24; (532) Herculina, Apr. 8; (2) Pallas, May 22; (l) Ceres,
June 20. Herculina is the only Minor Planet with solid evidence of an orbiting satellite,
although others are suspected.
EPHEMERIS FOR (15) EUNOMIA
EPHEMERIS FOR (532) HERCULINA
EPHEMERIS FOR (2) PALLAS
EPHEMERIS FOR (1) CERES
SOURCE: 1987 EMP

Ephemeris for 1987c Nishikawa-Takamizawa-TagoM 1164

PART III: IN THE BEGINNING
by: Frank R. McCullough
Well, I had now gone to a W.A.S. meeting and was about to
participate in one of their first "quarter moon camp-outs." Dave and I
got there on a Friday, and Mr. and Mrs. Alyea arrived later that
evening. Mr. Alyea set up what I believe was an 8" telescope. What a
monstrosity compared to my 4½" reflector! It looked like a giant
cannon. I thought to myself how someday I would like to have a
telescope of that size. Back then, that was one of the biggest
telescopes owned by one of our club members. Now that I finally
reached the big time, I have my 8" telescope, and now my fellow club
members own 16", l4½", 10", 8", Cassegrains, etc. (Show offs!)
That evening I remember a still, calm, dewy, night, with the
frogs and crickets chirping, when a friendly woman's voice broke the
evening air. A beam of light from her flashlight funneled into the
dewy night as she outlined Cygnus the Swan, and showed a young group
of kids the constellation. I remember her mentioning the star marking
the head of the Swan as Albireo, and that this star was actually a
blue and gold double star in a telescope. Mr. Alyea, the woman's
husband, now was showing people the double star in his telescope. I
ran over and had to see if the heavens actually could display color.
When it was my turn, I saw, like two jewels, one blue and one gold,
and said to myself, "There really is color!" He then showed us M-13,
the globular cluster in Hercules, and M-57, the Ring Nebula in Lyra.
After I saw each object in his telescope, I ran to my 4½" to see
if I could find them. Albireo - success! M-13 ... sweep, sweep, sweep
... wait a second, go back, yes - there it was at 45x, a hazy fuzz
ball, not as spectacular as through his 8", but none the less, I had
found my first Messier object. M-57 gave me much difficulty, that
small donut hovering in his eyepiece. If I could not find it in my
scope, I would throw the thing in the lake. If I could not see these
amazing objects other amateurs were seeing, then I would not settle
for second rank observing. My eye ached, my neck ached, and my
telescope was starting to give me an ache someplace else. Poor Dave
Atnip found Albireo, but could not find M-13. I stopped and found it
in his 2" refractor. The thing that amazed me most was the faintness
of M-13 in his scope, compared to mine, and how much greyer the
companion of Albireo appeared in his scope as compared to mine.
I wiped the dew off my finder and tried again to find the Ring
Nebula. Then out of the black sky popped what I thought appeared to be
my elusive object. Carefully, with the slow-motion cables, I
backtracked and there it was, fairly bright. I was so excited and
called Dave over to look. I finally felt like calling myself an
amateur astronomer. The thing I remember most was not knowing when to
say I was an amateur astronomer, and not feeling guilty about it. How
much did I have to know and what did I have to do? Dave, I'm sorry to
say, lost many a clear evening with his refractor because of dew, and
such was the case on our first camp-out.
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We hit the hay that night, told a few jokes, wrapped the sleeping
bags around us and listened to the evening's song. Quiet, peaceful,
eerie, mysterious, but away from everything, and above our tent was
that beautiful star studded sky, which revealed so much excitement
this evening. I hoped the next night would be clear!
The next morning, we cleaned up under ice cold water, cooked Spam
and eggs, and did a little fishing. As the afternoon wore on, more
cars showed up, always waiting for someone else with a telescope to
arrive. We left our telescopes set-up, hoping to draw these W.A.S.
members in our area. Mr. and Mrs. Alyea were on the north side of our
mountain with their trailer. Finally, a car pulled up next to our
tent. The man had a telescope and he pitched his tent next to ours.
Then another car came, a tent, a telescope. Everyone came on our side
of the mountain, except for a couple of people.
We had a kickball match with Martin Butley and Gene Francis,
friends who would never be duplicated, as we smashed line-shots into
the side of our tents. A baseball game was planned and after that,
another marathon game, when we were whipped and exhausted.
I remember Mrs. Alyea coming over to talk to Martin and Gene, as
she looked at my shirtless body. She said I was as red as a beet and
had better put a shirt on. So, as she mildly continued to chew me out
for letting myself roast that long, she rubbed on this white goo which
felt like ice on my "burnt body!" I hardly knew the lady, and I
guessed maybe I was a little embarrassed that she pampered me like
that, yet I thought also it was pretty damn nice of her to do that. I
told her thank you, and she went her way and me mine.
As the sun got low in the sky, everyone started to get scopes
ready, then the mosquitoes came. We who played our marathon games
walked around like human salt licks, and like something out of the
movie, "The Birds," the "Mosquitoes" buzzed, landed, and sampled our
blood. The hissing of "OFF" broke the late afternoon air and the
clouds moved in. The moon and Jupiter were viewed briefly, but not
many scopes were to be seen manned. Sleep was the only thing anyone
had on their minds. I know I slept like a rock. Why? Probably because
I took the afternoon for granite! (A little "rock joke" there, I
couldn't resist).
Well, I know I was quite sad to see the week-end come to an end,
but Dave and I said we would return again, and we would!

-

Frank McCullough

VOYAGE TO THE LAND OF THE STRAIT
By Gemuel Lulliver
(In the following story, the names have been
changed to protect the guilty. Any resemblence to real persons, living or dead, is
purely intentional.)
I recently went on a voyage south of the border into the Land of
the Strait. I visited a meeting of astrologers at the University of the
Strait on their sabbath. I went in and sat down.
A few minutes later, in walked Dr. Wolfgang Heissluft, chief
astrologer and Fuhrer. Someone yelled "Achtung!" and everyone stood up
and gave the salute of the Teutonic Order.
He gave a long-winded talk on how he had bad luck because an
eclipse of the Moon took place in his "ascendant", which is the wrong
sign of the Zodiac for such things to occur. Thus events in the heavens
became a convenient scapegoat for his failures on earth.
The scribe of the Privy Council then asked if he could read a
scroll which he had composed, honoring an empire of astronomers north
of the border. The chief astrologer forbad him to read it to the
handful at the sabbath meeting, because it did not have the imprimatur
of the Privy Council. Furthermore, it was not in Teutonic writing. The
speechless scribe returned to his chair.
I raised my hand and asked if I could make an announcement about a
new comet. He said, "You're Muzzled!" I said, "Jawohl Mein Herr:" and
meekly sat down. "Dass ist besser;" said Der Fuhrer.
Several months ago, High Priest Adolf Crabtree tried to get the
faithful to make a pilgrimage to Casa Lorna, a holy shrine in a strange
land to the east. This was restricted by Crabtree to true believers of
the faith. However, most of the faithful were getting too old and
crotchety to attend. Also, their collection of shekels was under the
wrong sign (negative).
A young monk, who got into the seminary at an early age. soon
became very advanced. He brought his astrological charts to a workshop
gathering and asked Adolf Crabtree if he could have a side chamber to
work on them with others •. Upon hearing this, Crabtree threw a
tantrum. He ranted, raved. waved his arms and yelled that the Privy
Council must approve of this. The young, inexperienced monk tried to
reason with him, but was unsuccessful. A more experienced monk
completely agreed with Crabtree, and said, "Yes Sir! That's so right,
Sire. It should have been submitted in Teutonic writing to the Privy
Council." The high priest soon ran out of verbiage and calmed down. The
young monk was then allowed to work on his charts with others in the
social meeting hall.

VOYAGE TO THE LAND OF THE STRAIT
(continued)
The Privy Council, after consulting their astrological charts and
Ouija Board. decide who is going to slumber on the subsequent Privy
Council. They try to locate obedient, submissive and pious servants
among the faithful.
One officious true believer per vacant chair is chosen, depending
on his astrological and other ($$$$$) signs. However: after the
untouchables and infidels are eliminated, there are few monks to choose
from. The favored monk must be a member of the true faith for one full
saros cycle, and his faith must be verified by a magical number (7) of
true believers. His astrological chart must be put in Teutonic writing
and presented to the Privy Council.
In true Teutonic fashion, the sole candidate for each chair is
enthroned by the multitude (½ doz.) by a show of stamping their feet.
(Reprinted from the Nov. 1978 WASF)

MINUTES OF THE MACOMB BUSINESS MEETING 2/19/87
The balance in the treasury as of Feb. 1 was 377.50.
The observatory chairman reported the club scope was in order but
the doorknob of the observatory needs replacing.
The new director of Cranbrook institute is Dr. Robert West. The
president and vice-president of our club met him last Sunday at an
official reception.
The Apollo Rendezvous and Telescope fair will be held June 12 and
13 in (Dayton, Ohio.
The library has acquired several new books through donations from
Alan Rothenberg and Ken Strom. Three VHS videotapes of episodes of
"Project Universe", 12 episodes in all, are also available now in our
library, at Macomb college, Bldg B room 216. These were taped by Jon
Root.
A club raffle was conducted by Marty Kunz for a camera lens case
during the break. The price to be collected before the item could be
raffled was SI10.00. Since only 30.00 was collected, a 59/59 raffle was
held, and Ken Strom won the 15.90, which he then donated back to the
raffle fund. Therefore $80.00 more will have to be collected before the
prize is raffled off.
The speakers tonight were Mark Oleszko on "Amateur Rocketry", and
Alice Strom on "The Fatal Flaw in Flight 551-L".
The program at Cranbrook 2/5/87 included "The AstroPurus Mechanism"
by Brian Shumaker, a talk with slides from the book "The New Astronomy"
by Ken Strom, and a slideshow on hypothermia by Mark Oleszko.
Alice Strom, Secretary

PRECESSIONAL MOTION IN A SMOKE RING VORTEX SHAPED UNIVERSE
Arthur J. Johnson, 629 Deming Place, Chicago, Ill. 60614. 4/18/1985.
It is my new discovery, or theory, that the equatorial
precessional motion of the equinoxes (not the poles) proves that it
takes about 26,000. years for our solar system to orbit around the
brightest, and therefore the nearest, part of the irregular ring
shaped Milky Way on or near the constellation of Sagittarius. And, the
Milky Way is the concentrated nucleus of stars, that is located in the
center of the orbiting motion of a one-and-only Smoke Ring Vortex
Shaped Universe. That looks like a doughnut.

On page 61. of the book, "ASTRONOMY", b7 Robert H. Baker, 1961.,
edition, we can see a diagram. Which shows how the vernal equinox
occurs where the celestial equator crosses the ecliptic on or about
March 21st. It also shows how precessional motion of the vernal
equinox occurs when the celestial equator slides westward along the
ecliptic (circle) at the rate of 50.26 seconds of ecliptic longitude
in a year.
Then, 360. degrees times 60. minutes = 21,600. minutes times 60.
seconds = 1,296,000. seconds divided by 59.26 seconds = 25,78'.913
years. Therefore, statistics prove that it takes 25,785.913 years for
precessional motion to cause the celestial equator (during
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March 21st.) to make one complete circle of 369. degrees of
ecliptic longitude when it moves westward along the ecliptic.
Some people seem to think, that the Earth spins like a top. But,
a spinning top must have one polar axis touching the floor. Therefore,
the Earth is not a spinning top, because there is no floor for the
Earth to spin on.
Since I shall be talking a lot about vortexes. It is important to
remember, that a disk shaped hurricane vortex, or a long tornado
vortex, or a smoke r1ne vortex, all have concentric circular orbiting
vortex layers, that orbit progressively faster when they are
progressively nearer to the center of the vortex.
In my theories, there is no change in the inclination of the
ecliptic plane, (which is the equator of the Sun's non-inclined inner
vortex), to the plane of it's orbit around the Milky Way.
But, the celestial pole of the inclined Earth is always changing
it's inclination to the Milky Way, because one pole of the Earth is
pointing away from it's inclined rolling motion around the Milky Way.
Also, because the celestial polar axis of the Earth is a straight
line. And, the Milky Way is a circular curved line.
Based upon the inner and outer opposite orbiting moons of Jupiter
and Saturn, I have discovered that our Earth, Sun, and all other
rotating stars and planets, have two opposite orbiting inner and outer
equatorial vortexes, that orbit in opposite directions. Which is
caused by two different forces. Which are vortex within a vortex
motion in the outer vortex. And, Primary Cosmic Rays in the reversed
orbiting inner vortex.
Also, spiral nebula NGC-4622 has two opposite orbiting inner and
outer spiral arms and their vortexes. That are separated by a complete
circular arm of molecular space debris, which is caused
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by gyroscopic torque between the two opposite orbiting inner and outer
equatorial vortexes. Which perfectly agrees with my theories.
On a sky map, we can see, that the ecliptic pole is located right on
the midnight merideon for June 21st., at 18. hours right ascension, and 67½
degrees north declination. Which is 23½ degrees south of the north celestial
pole of the Earth.
Since the ecliptic plane is also the celestial equator of the Sun and
it's inner vortex. Then, the non-inclined ecliptic plane is rolling and
orbiting around the Milky Way axle of the universe, (within it's opposite
orbiting outer vortex). Where the ecliptic crosses the Milky Way at 18. hours
right ascension, and 23½ degrees south declination on the midnight merideon
for June 21st. While our solar system is orbiting towards the constellation
of Libra.
The ecliptic plane is about 7½ degrees north of the star on the end of
the teapot-spout in the constellation of Sagittarius. Also, it is my theory,
that the 7. degree and 10. minute inclination of the equator of the rotating
Sun to the ecliptic plane, (which is the equator of the Sun's own inner
vortex), is caused by gyroscopic torque between the very fast orbiting vortex
layers near the Sun and the very slow rotating Sun itself.
Proven by the fact, that the planet Mercury more-or-less floats in
vortex layers that orbit 23.32 times faster than the Sun rotates. Which
causes a gyroscopic torque between the slow rotating Sun and it's own very
fast orbiting vortex layers. Which also causes very great shearing friction,
and millions of degrees temperature of heat, in the very fast orbiting
molecular vortex layers of the solar Corona. And, in the gaseous Chromosphere
layers of the Sun.
Which proves, that it is the inner non-inclined vortex of the Sun, that
causes the Sun to rotate. Not the other way around.

