WARREN

ASTRONOMICAL

SOCIETY

The Warren Astronomical Society is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings
on the first and third Thursdays of each month, starting at 7:30 P.M., as follows:
1st. Thursday
Cranbrook Institute of Science
500 Lone Pine Rd.
Bloomfield Hills, MI

3rd. Thursday
Macomb County Community College
South Campus
Building B, Room 216
14500 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, MI

Membership is open to those interested in astronomy and its related fields. Dues are as follows:
Student...$10 College...$15 Senior Citizen...$15 Individual...$20 Family...$25
Sky and Telescope Magazine is available for $16.00 per year, and Astronomy Magazine for $14.00 per year.
Send membership applications and dues to Ken Strom, 61607 Spring Hill Circle Trail, Romeo, MI 48065.
Make checks payable to the Warren Astronomical Society.
OFFICERS (Effective Jan. 1, 1989)
President
: Steven Aggas
lst. V.P.
: Daniel Cwiertniewicz
2nd. V.P.
: Robert Halsall
Secretary
: Tom MacLaney
Treasurer
: Ken Strom
Librarian
: Tom MacLaney
Deep Sky Group:
Doug Bock
Lunar Group
: Alan Rothenberg

WARREN

469-8773
526-4878
751-3096
977-9489
652-1744
977-9489
750-9369
344-2854

MAILING ADDRESS
Warren Astronomical Society
P.O. Box 474
East Detroit, MI 48021

- Meets at Northern Cross Observatory, Fenton, MI
- Meets at Stargate Observatory, Ray Center, MI

ASTRONOMICAL

SOCIETY

PAPER

Editor: Ken Kelly / 839-7250 Send all articles to THE WASP, 19209 Mapleview, Detroit, MI 48205.
The W.A.S.P. is the official publication of the Warren Astronomical Society and is available free to all club members.
NEWSLETTER EXCHANGES: Send your Newsletters to: THE WASP, P.O. Box 474, East Detroit, MI 48021.
NOTE: Newsletters or change of address notices sent to other addresses may not reach the Editor.
All Articles should be submitted at least one week prior to the Macomb meeting.

STARGATE

OBSERVATORY

Observatory Chairman: Robert Halsall / 751-3096
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Warren Astronomical Society in conjunction with Rotary International.
Located on the grounds of Camp Rotary, Stargate features a 12.5 inch club-built Cassegrain telescope under an aluminum
dome. The Observatory is open to all members of the club in accordance with 'THE STARGATE OBSERVATORY CODE OF CONDUCT'.
THOSE WISHING TO USE THE OBSERVATORY MUST CALL BY 7:00 P.M. (IN THE EVENING OF THE OBSERVING SESSION. Lectures are given
at Stargate Observatory each weekend. The lecture will be either Friday or Saturday night, depending on the weather and
the lecturer's personal schedule.

LECTURER’S

LIST

Lecturers should check with Camp Rotary to determine whether the Scouts are staying at the camp and to inform the Ranger
the day and time of the lecture. If you cannot lecture on your scheduled weekend, please make arrangements to switch
weekends with another lecturer or call the Chairman as early as possible. The lecturers for the coming weekends are:

Nov. 18/19
25/26
Dec.
2/3
9/10
16/17

Mike Bennett ...... 651-7991
Frank McCullough .. 683-4082
Clyde Burdette .... 749-3295
James Yax ......... 465-9897
Steve Aggas ....... 469-8773

Dec. 23/24
30/31
Jan.
6/7
Nov. 13/14
20/21

Bob Keller ......781-6853
Jon Root ........464-7908
Riyad Matti .....548-7511
Russ Patten .....588-0799
Mike Bennett ....651-7991

Dec.

3

-

Deep Sky Observing Session at Doug Bock's, 7:00 P.M.
Call 750-9369 for directions and further information.

Dec.

8

-

The Cosmology Group will meet at Mike O'Dowd's house,
at 7:00 P.M. Call 268-7125 for further information.

Jan. 5

-

Meeting at Cranbrook Institute of Science, 7:30
A full program of activities is planned.

Jan.

7

-

Deep Sky Observing Session at Doug Bock's, 7:00 P.M.
Call 750-9369 for directions and further information.

Jan.

19 -

Meeting at Macomb County Community College, 7:30 P.M.
A full program of activities is planned

P.M.
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AMATEUR BRIEFS
ANNUAL ASTRONOMY AWARDS FOR 1978
Robert Cox Harrington
The “Don Quixote” award for perseverance goes to Doug Bock for his untiring
vigil in watching for aurora displays during the last two sunspot minimums. Now
taking a well deserved break, Doug will no doubt be back at his post during 1984-85
for the next minimum. When queried about the importance of this project to the
scientific community, Doug chased this reporter down the hall, shouting, “Someone
has to do it; there is no shortage of thankless jobs in science!”
The “Divide-By-Zero” award for applied mathematics goes to Doug Smith, who has
finally put his computational method for determining orbits to the test. On the
evening of May 23, he made three closely-spaced observations of an objects
position. Next, he spent four hours at the calculator in order to obtain the five
orbital elements of the object. To his surprise, the results showed that the
descending node was at Detroit’s Metro Airport. It seems that Doug had observed a
747 on a landing approach. “I thought the proper motion looked a little large”, he
said with a puzzled look.
The “Flat-Earth Society” research award for the year goes to Jeff Stanek for
his discovery of “ozone holes” in the Earth’s atmosphere. After studying numerous
photographs of meteor trails, Jeff noticed that they all pass through a single
point in the sky. He then postulated that the ozone layer must repel all meteors
except where an “ozone hole” exists. It is at this point that all of the meteors
enter. When asked by this reporter why meteor counts have been on the increase,
Jeff replied, “It must be due to all those deodorant cans creating more ozone
holes”.
The: “Giordano Bruno” award for being in the wrong place at the wrong time goes
to Frank McCullough, who was recently released from the hospital following an
automobile accident on 23 Mile Road. It seems that Frank had a special, neutraldensity #5 windshield installed in his car so that he could observe the sun on his
way to work. However, this made it rather difficult to see oncoming traffic. “I
now realize that I should have compromised at neutral-density #4”, said Frank,
waving his crutch for emphasis; “That would have been better for photography
anyway”.
The “Rube Goldberg” award for innovation goes to Dave Harrington, who recently
acquired contact lenses. After several sessions of telescope viewing with these
lenses in place, Dave hit upon the brilliant idea of eliminating the eyepiece by
wearing orthoscopic contacts. This has worked amazingly well according to Dave,
who told this reporter, “Why introduce another optical element if you don’t need
it”? He is now scheduled for plastic surgery in order to have a 1¼” adapter
installed in his eye socket.
The “Cerro Tololo” award for deep-sky observing goes to Tim Skonieczny. Tim
recently viewed the final two objects needed to complete the Kwentus Catalog of 1st
Magnitude Objects. By viewing K-8 and K-14 (Arcturus and Polaris), Tim becomes
eligible for the coveted Urban Observers Certificate. Commenting on the many
months spent searching for these objects, Tim said, “Thanks to good seeing” K-1 and
K-2 (the sun and moon) were fairly easy, and I got them both on the same day from
Six Mile and Woodward. After that they got pretty tough”. Tim informed this
reporter that he spent many an hour at higher elevations (the bar on top of the
Renaissance Center) searching for K-6 and K-7 (Sirius and Vega). “It doesn’t
become astronomically dark until about last call” he said, popping an Alka Seltzer
into his mouth. After a futile search from Eight Mile and Gratiot for that
difficult double, Mizar and Alcor, Tim launched an expedition to the more favorable
skies of downtown Lansing. It was here that he was first able to split this double
star, in between flashes of a Kentucky Fried Chicken sign.

JUL

1978

-2The “George Pierrot” award for the club member who has logged the most
consecutive days without moving from his armchair goes to Gary Morin. Gary holds
the current club record of 284 days and 6 hours without observing a single
astronomical object. “I almost got caught by the rising last-quarter moon when I
was driving home from my girl friend’s house last week”, said Gary, “But I ducked
down behind the dashboard and drove home with averted vision”. According to Gary,
maintaining the status of Armchair Astronomer is not as easy as it sounds. “You
must spend hours every day watching the weather maps, in order to know when it’s
going to be overcast, so you can sneak out of the house to get needed groceries.
The weather fronts are the most dangerous”, stated Gary, “because a sudden clearing
could form while you are making a quick dash for toothpaste, and you might
inadvertently catch a glimpse of the Big Dipper”. When questioned as to his
current projects in amateur astronomy, Gary informed this reporter that he does a
lot of reading and thinking about the universe. “I’m also getting ready for the
next transit of Venus in 2008”, he said. “A person should learn to restrict
himself to a reasonable number of observing projects, and not spread himself too
thin.”
Date: July 1978

MISSING BAYER AND FLAMSTEED STARS
By Ken Kelly
Part III
Additional References.
11. Allen, Richard Hinckley, "Star Names, Their Lore and Meaning" (Dover
Publications, New York, 1963).
12. Hoffleit, Dorrit, "Discordances in Star Designations", Yale University
Observatory, New Haven, Connecticut.
ANTLIA (Addendum).
Allen, (reference 11, p. 43) says that "La Caille's beta lies within
the present limits of Hydra".
AQUILA.
Aquila has 24 Bayer letters, and all are in current usage. The highest
known Flamsteed number is 71, of which 10 are missing from the Bright Star
Catalogue. Five of these are in Scutum, four were mistaken identifications
for other stars in Aquila, and one is too dim for the BS.
1
2
3
6
7
9
33
34
40
43

-

GC 25385 = y
GC 25580 = y
GC 25610
GC 25730 = v
GC 25855
GC 26013
Baily # 2783
Baily # 2784
Baily # 2800
Baily # 2805

8027 - in AE,
8074 - in AE,
in AE,
8123 - in AE,
in AE,
in AE,
identifies 33
identifies 34
identifies 40
identifies 43

Chart
Chart
Chart
Chart
Chart
Chart
AQL =
AQL =
AQL =
AQL =

XXIX = Alpha
SCT (in SCT).
XXIX = Delta
SCT (in SCT).
XXIX = Epsilon SCT (in SCT).
XXIX = Beta
SCT (in SCT).
XXIX - too dim for BS.
XXIX = Eta
SCT (in SCT).
68 AQL mistaken identification.
69 AQL mistaken identification.
70 AGIL mistaken identification
71 AGIL mistaken identification.

ARA.
Ara contains no Flamsteed numbers. Its Bayer letters include alpha thru
sigma, with nu, xi, omicron and rho missing. AHC 24187 mentions upsilon-1 and
GC 24208 mentions upsilon-2. However, Hoffleit states in reference 12, page
44, that these should be nu, not upsilon. Xi, omicron and rho have not been
identified.
ARGO NAVIS.
The Bayer letters were assigned to Argo Navis before it was split up into
Carina, Puppis and Vela. The following is a guide to where each letter went.
None of them went to Pyxis, which got a whole new set of Bayer letters.

ARGO NAVIS (Continued).
Alpha
Beta
Gamma
Delta
Epsilon
Zeta
Eta
Theta
Iota
Kappa
Lambda
Nu

Carina
Carina
Vela
Vela
Carina
Puppis
Carina
Carina
Carina
Vela
Vela
Vela

BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS

2326
3685
3206-7
3845
3307
3165
4210
4199
3699
3734
3634
4216

Nu
Xi
Omicron
Pi
Rho
Sigma
Tau
Upsilon
Phi
Chi
Psi
Omega

Puppis
Puppis
Vela
Puppis
Puppis
Puppis
Puppis
Carina
Vela
Carina
Vela
Carina

BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS
BS

2451
3045
3447
2773
3184
2878
2553
3890-1
3940
3117
3786
4037

There is only one problem with the above guide, and that is with
omicron, of which GC 10532 and Y 3242 say this star is omicron PUP. However,
BS 3034 in the 3rd edition of the BS does not mention this designation,
although the 4th edition does. I would prefer the 3rd edition's version,
since the 4th edition's causes this problem. If the 4th edition is correct,
where did the extra omicron come from? The AHC repeats this error.
ARIES.
Aries contains 19 Bayer letters, alpha thru tau, with none missing. The
highest known Flamsteed number is 66, with 9 missing. Five are too dim for
the BS, three are outside of the constellation, and one is a mistaken
identification.
2
3
18
23
25
28
44
50
51

-

same as 107 PSC (in PSC) - see Baily’s Table A.
ZC 263 identifies it, in PSC. BS 515 says it is VY PSC.
Baily # 271, precessed to 1950, is same as GC 2646 - too dim for BS.
GC 2790 and ZC 341 identify it, but it is too dim for BS.
GC 2946 and IC 362 identify it, but it is in CET.
same as 26 ARI - see Baily's table C (mistaken identification).
GC 3492 and ZC 429 identify it, but it is too dim for BS.
ZC 442 identifies it, but it is too dim for BS.
GC 3640 identifies it, but it is too dim for BS.

AURIGA.
Auriga has 22 Bayer letters in current usage. However, gamma AUR = beta
TAU (both are BS 1791) and omega AUR = 4 AUR - see PGC 1178, also AHC 6064
and AB, Chart III. Auriga has 66 known Flamsteed numbers, of which 4 are
missing, as follows:
1
1
12
28

-

Identified
Identified
Identified
Identified

by
by
by
by

GC 5868
GC 6424
Baily's
GC 7265

and Y 2084 - it is in PER.
and Y 2254 - it is too dim for BS.
Table A as gamma AUR = 112 beta TAU (in TAU).
and PGC 1426 - it is too dim for BS.

Minor Planets for Nov. – Jan.
(Calculated by Ken Kelly)
EPHEMERIS FOR (3) Juno
EPHEMERIS FOR (6) Hebe
EPHEMERIS FOR (7) Iris

