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ED. J. Watson
Each year the Capitol Area Astronomy Club
hosts Astroganza, a harbinger of the summer observing season for some five years. Astroganza is
held in Abrams Planetarium, on the Michigan
State University campus, in East Lansing. This is a
one day affair consisting of socializing with fellow
astronomy buffs, a planetarium show (more
about that later) and with some retailers usually
making an appearance and contributing prizes
to the GREAT EVENT- Star*Bowl, now a revered
twenty-two years old. There is also a flea market,
swap fest and astrophotography contest, altogether not a bad way to spend a Saturday in
mid-May.
STAR*BOWL is the focus of the event. This
year three clubs attended, CAAC (Capital Area
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Brian Benning
I remember getting an interest in Astronomy
when I was about 12 years old. My friend had a
little book entitled something like Handbook of
the Heavens and we proceeded to memorize
and recognize most of the constellations. We
then started to located and track the planets.
I remember the thrill of viewing one's first
aurora borealis. Observing the phases of the
moon and man-made satellites also was exciting. It was also fun to recognize the arrival of
particular constellations in certain seasons.
My friend's parents bought him a 60mm refractor with equatorial mount for Christmas. We
then had the excitement of viewing Saturn and
Jupiter first hand. It was a pleasure to view the
moon with the scope as well as a couple of the
more conspicuous deep-sky objects
Continued on page 3
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CRANBROOK MEETING
Thursday June 1, 1995
The meeting opened at 7:35 p.m. with 26
members in attendance.
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LOUIE THE LBRARIAN’S BOOK OF THE MONTH
By Louis Namee

John Herrgott
Frank McCullough
Scott Jorgenson
Blaine McCullough
Glenn Wilkins

The Universe

by David Bergamini

Topics include myths and misconceptions, probing the universe, the planets, meteorites and cornets. Also, it has a biography of the Sun. The Universe expands on the composition of our galaxy.
The book discusses the birth and death of stars
plus going beyond the Milky Way and theory on
Space, Time and the Universe.
Star Rating * * *

The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of
amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first and third
Thursdays of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Thursday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan
Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
Senior Citizen
$12.00
$17.00
$25.00
$30.00
$17.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Glenn Wilkins
4233 Brightwood Drive
Troy, MI 48098

*Poor

Among the many benefits of membership are
Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$18.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope
$20.00 (12 monthly issues)
Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet

**Good

***Very Good

****Excellent

Club Polo Shirts with the WAS Logo only
$25.00. Contact Glenn Wilkins. We have
the following sizes available:
5 X-Large
3 Large
1 Medium

The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly
publication of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at
the Macomb meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged
$1.00 for each new issue. Back issues, when available, are free. Requests by
other clubs to receive the WASP and other correspondence should be addressed to the editor.
Articles for inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be
submitted to the editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. Any
format of submission is accepted, however the easiest forms for this editor are
files in plain text format and graphics in PCX format. Materials can either be
transmitted in person, via US Mail, via direct modem connection at the phone
number listed below (call using voice first), or E·Mailed on the Intemet to
ah314@detroitfreenetorg
For further information, see or call the editor:
Toni Bondono
51064 Kingwood
Shelby Twp, Michigan, 48316-4624
Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors
and are not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society
or this editor. The WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of
any submission.

8 x 50 Finder Scope with Mounting Hardware for my 10" Dobsonian
Contact: Mike Roman
810-585-3679
510 E. 13 Mile #103
Madison Hts MI 48071

Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the
grounds of Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo
Plank Road, Stargate features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under
a steel dome. The observatory is open to all club members in accordance to the "Stargate Observatory Rules" published in the member handbook. Those wishing to use the observatory must call the 2nd VP by 7:00
p.m. on the evening of the session.
The coordinates for Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.
Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals at the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to
check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Larry Kalinowski
Deep Sky
Doug Bock
Lunar/Planetary Riyad Matti
Solar
Marty Kunz
Math
John Herrgott
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Are you a club member? Do you have an
item to sell or something you want to buy?
Contact the editor for information on submitting your ads here.
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to these recent new members:

We also had a solar screen and observed
the sun and sunspot activity. We kept journals
on everything we observed.
I really look back at these as truly fine
memories. My interest in Astronomy waned for
a few years until recently. It was when I joined
the WAS that my interest took off once again
and I'm rediscovering the thrill once more.
I really enjoy being in the company of a lot
of nice, interesting people that share this interest with me.

Francette Fey
Peter Keefe
Sandra Snyder
Patrick and Courtney Bugland
Bill and Barbara Munroe
Jim Sweet
Robin Whitney
Mark Lenigan
Steve Weaver
We hope you enjoy the club !

Speakers wanted for future meetings. Observing, Photography, Mirror
Grinding, C.C.D., Telescope Making, Physical Astronomy, Computer,
Cosmology, Math, Drawings of Astronomical Objects.
Please call Frank McCullough 1-810-773-1931

The Summer Solstice Star Party has been
moved from June 24th to July 1, 1995.
Schedule of Events
2:00
The festivities begin
2:00 - Dusk
Games
4:30
Fire-up the barbeque
Dusk
Start Observing
Where
Location
Northern Cross Observatory
Phone
810-750-0237
Bring your own meat !

Cranbrook
7/6 Tom MacLaney
8/3 Angie/Fred Judd

Macomb
6/15 Maryann Greuling
7/20 AVAILABLE
8/17 Angie/Fred Judd

Sign-Up for snacks available. Contact Toni Bondono
or sign the sheet available at the meetings. Please
write down the date you have signed up to bring
refreshments. NO ONE will call you to remind you of
your committment.
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Astronomy Club) of course, Genesee Astronomical Society (GAS) and, after a one year
hiatus, the WAS returned with club members
Mike Cyrek, yours truly (Ed Watson), Frank
McCullough and Kim Dyer.
StarBowl is an astronomy trivia contest in
which each club pits four of its best and
brightest against the other clubs for the
above mentioned prizes. Each member of
the winning club also receives a $25.00 certificate. A $10.00 certificate (hey, it pays for
the gasoline) goes to each of the second
place winners and the greatest prize of all to
the participants, THE GLORY OF IT!!
Mike Rogers, president of the CAAC read
the questions and Bob Miller, of Miller Planisphere fame, acted as judge. The first round
was between Genesee (GAS) and the
CAAC after which the scores were tallied
and WAS and CAAC competed. After the
dust settled, and after a hearty lunch, competition resumed with the final round between GAS and WAS, that's us folks. It turned
into quite a battle and it appeared that we
had prevailed. We were declared winners,
but due to a modification of the counting
process this year there proved to be a miscount in the final tally. Heartbreakingly Genesee was awarded first place, WAS placed
second and the CAAC succeeded in winning back its traditional third place.
The GAS claims to have won now for
three years in a row. This should be
changed. A few years ago we had won at
least three years in a row, so clearly we can
do it.
After the Star*Bowl contest we were
treated to a dazzling exhibition of the all
electronic Digistar program and planetarium
show. Later Bob Miller took some of us on a
grand tour of the M.S.U. 24" research telescope and observatory off campus. If you
haven't seen or observed through the type
of telescope the pro's use there is ample opportunity to do so. M.S.U. holds a first quartermoon open house each month through November.
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Here's hoping for a better year in '96' at
M.S.U. and remember that this is a small beginning to numerous events locally and across the
country for the remainder of 1995.

Continued from page 1

to see a line of ring and a very thin shadow
below the ring.
Jupiter seemed to be the showpiece up
north over the Memorial Day weekend. The
bands were very prominent as was noticed by
about five members.
Jeff says that we are about to lose Virgo for
the summer as he saw it from Imlay City last
Tuesday.
ANNOUNCEMENTS - John announced that
he will be at Stargate June 10 and 24.
Frank McCullough asked for a show of
hands from members planning to be at Stargate on June 30 for the Grand Reopening.
About 20-25 members raised their hands.
WAS came in second place at the Wayne
State University Astroganza. We made a good
showing.
Fred Judd said that they had a wonderful
time at the Texas Star Party. It was a very dry
area. They saw everything we see here but
everything was shifted north.
Doug Goudie made an announcement
that he has information off the Internet. It
equals about 90 pages of information. Anyone
interested, please let him know.
Marty Kuntz announced that there is a new
astray society at the McNath-Hulbert Solar Observatory now open every Sunday for viewing.
The break was at 8:15 p.m.
The evening's program started at 8:40 p.m.
A video program called "Astronomical Clips"
was presented by Marty Kuntz.
The meeting ended at 10:00 p.m.
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Thu
Jun 15
Thu
Jun 22
Sat-Sun Jun 24-25
Wed-Sun Jun 28-Jul 2
Thu
Jul 1
Thu
Jul 6
Thu
Jul 20
Thu
Jul 27
Fri-Sat
Jul 28-29
Thu
Aug 3
Wed
Aug 16
Thu
Aug 17
Fri-Sat
Aug 25-27
Thu
Sep 7
Thu
Sep 14
Sat
Sep 16
Fri-Sun Sep 22-24
Thu
Dec 21

7:30 pm

2:00 pm
7:30pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm

Macomb Meeting.
Computer SubGroup Meeting. Contact Larry Kalinowski.
Universe '95-Astronomy Society of the Pacific-College Park MD
contact John Herrgott
RASC General Assembly-Windsor Ontario
Solstice Party @ Northern Cross-Contact Doug Bock
Cranbrook Meeting.
Macomb Meeting.
Computer SubGroup Meeting. Contact Larry Kalinowski.
SMURFS Star Party-Contact John Herrgott.
Cranbrook Meeting.
Riverbends Public Showing-Contact John Herrgott.
Macomb Meeting.
Annual Club Camping Trip-Lake Hudson-Contact John Herrgott
Cranbrook Meeting.
Macomb Meeting.
Equinox Party @ Northern Cross-Contact Doug Bock.
Bock's Cadillac Event-Contact John Herrgott.
Annual Awards Banquet
NO MATH GROUP MEETINGS UNTIL SEPTEMBER
WASP
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