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Having just viewed a video interview of Carl Sagan at the
last Cranbrook meeting, it seemed more than coincidental
when this arrived in the mail.

March 1995

pleasure of meeting any of these other interesting
individuals (except in dreams brought on with the
help of therapists who have found our bank accounts). For all immediate purposes, we, at least,
seem to be alone. And, indeed, we are tiny, insignificant bits in the Universe. HOLD ON. AT THIS MOMENT
IN TIME:
HUMAN BEINGS ARE THE ASTRONOMERS. GENIUS
EXTRATERRESTRIALS ARE YET TO BE DISCOVERED.
THAT OUGHT TO COUNT FOR SOMETHING!

Writers such as Carl Sagan, in his interesting and excellent
Pale Blue Dot, while opposing the Anthropic Principle of a
Universe made specifically for human beings, seem intent
upon additionally proclaiming humankind's insignificance
in the universal scheme of things. They postulate, as near
certainties, other Prometheus-like extraterrestrials out
there who have capabilities well beyond human beings'
wildest longings.
I can agree that it is difficult to envision the big,
bad, awesome (in the true meaning of the word
"awesome”) Universe as having been made specifically for
us itty-bitty-teensy-tiny Earthlings. I can also agree that,
indeed, we are very small and insignificant specks in the
Universe, insofar as size is concerned.
However, because of the vastness of the Universe, the great number of possible (forsooth, except for
those folks harboring "tree in the forest" nonsense and
other silly anti-existence arguments). There must be many
other intelligent beings out there somewhere on some
unknown and unnamed planet or planets in some other
teensy-tiny part of the Universe. It would be difficult to
think that we were the only brainy ones inhabiting this
entire humongous, Big-Bangish, Cosmos in the sky up
there.
Give me a break. We humans have not had the
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The folks who run down human beings in
favor of those much more intelligent and talented
others, who just might exist in outer space, have
scrambled brains (to use a tired ad hominem). Anyone
can make a conjecture, but I want the proofs before I
am willing to let anyone begin to run down my relatives.
Oh, all right, only a few of the billions of inhabitants on this planet are capable of doing the science necessary for performing such magic. But, and
this is a big but, the rest of us are working and slaving
and sometimes loafing away at our jobs. We are making sure that our scientists have the money and the
tools and the et cetera (do not forget the et cetera) to
carry out. their work. If aU of us were scientists, none
of us would be able to survive, because it takes a division of labor for the higher arts and sciences to prosper-they do not exist in a vacuum. Scientists gotta eat,
too. Science, like money, does not grow on trees.
So, if people are going to bad-mouth real
people and extol at our expense those hypothetical
and brilliant whatchamacallits, so be it-but, tell them
to stay away from my part of the Solar System!
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The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of amateur
astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first and third Thursdays of each
month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Thursday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan
Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
$12.00
$17.00
$25.00
$30.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Glenn Wilkins
4233 Brightwood Drive
Troy, MI 48098

Senior Citizen
$17.00

Among the many benefits of membership are

•

Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$18.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

$20.00 (12 monthly issues)

Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet

The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly publication
of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at the Macomb
meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged $1.00 for each new
issue. Back issues, when available are free. Requests by other clubs to receive the
WASP and other correspondence should be addressed to the editor. Articles for
inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be submitted to the
editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. For further information on
contribution, see or call the editor:
Toni Bondono
51064 Kingwood
Shelby Twp, Michigan, 48316-4624
Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors and are
not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society or this editor. The
WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of any submission.
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the grounds of
Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank Road, Stargate
features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under a steel dome. The observatory
is open to all club members in accordance to the "Stargate Observatory Rules"
published in the member handbook. Those wishing to use the observatory must
call the 2nd VP by 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the session. The coordinates for
Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.
Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals at
the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Deep Sky
Lunar/Planetary
Solar
Math
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There's a new astronomical, CD,
computer game out, called ASTRONOMICA. The plot takes place in an observatory. Sarah's father, a professional astronomer, is missing. You and her friends have
to find him. Along the way, you find astronomical puzzles
and trivia. Everyone is searching without permission to
enter the observatory, so you have to avoid the night
watchman.. If you're into games and would like to learn
some basic astronomy too, this is the game for you.
The disks that Jeff Bondono used to demonstrate
galactic evolution and the new estimate of the universe's
age are available for copying at our computer meetings.
Bring three formatted disks to our meeting if you're interested in copies. You can also call me and order some
copies. I'll bring them to the next MCCC meeting or have
them delivered to the next Cranbrook meeting if you'll
supply three blank disks in exchange.
Cygnus A, the second largest radio source in the
sky, now seems to show evidence of containing a quasar
in its core. If so, there is a possibility that all large radio
sources may contain quasars.
I finally got a chance to use a faster, 9600 baud
modem and I can only say It sure makes a difference
over a 1200 baud modem. I don't know how I put up
with that old slowpoke.
Channel 56 (our PBS outlet) has jumped onto the
computer bandwagon with a new show on Mondays at
5:30pm. The format is somewhat different than shows of
the past. Invited guests from software companies are
shown demonstrating their programs while being interviewed. Games are demonstrated, as well as productivity
software. This is where I saw the ASTRONOMICA demo.
March is the month to look out for the Michelangelo virus. The date is the sixth, his birthday. The virus is
supposed to activate on that date and corrupt your computer files. If you have Windows, version 3.1, you can run
the Microsoft Anti-Virus program to detect and clean it
off. It will also check your computer for a great many
other viruses too.
Computer shows for the end of February are very
abundant this year. There's four shows during the last
two weekends. Livonia, MI, on Saturday, the 18th, at
Livonia Elks Lodge Hall, 31117 Plymouth Rd., one block
east of Merriman. Madison Heights, MI, on Sunday, February 19, at The U.F. and C.W. Hall, 876 Horace Brown
Dr., one block east of 1-75 and Three blocks south of 13
Mi. Rd. Then there's Taylor MI, Saturday, February 25, at
The Democratic Club of Taylor, 23400 Wick Rd., four
blocks east of Telegraph. The last show of the month is
at a new location in Brighton, MI, Sunday, February 26,
at Brighton High School, 7878 Brighton Rd. The admis-

sion fee will only be $2.00 at the Brighton show. All
others are still $4.00.
In March, Waterford, MI hosts a computer
show, on Saturday, March 4, at The N.O.C.C. CAI.
building, 5640 Williams Lake Rd. All the shows mentioned above are run by Richard Nagy. If you want
more information about the shows or about setting
up a table, call him at (313)-283-1754.
I'm in the process of converting all my five and
a quarter inch disks to those three and a half inch,
pocket size, high density disks. As a result, I'm
starting to pile up a huge stack of both low and high
density, five inch disks that have been erased and delabeled. They'll be on sale as formatted, used disks,
during the next computer meeting. If you want a
dam good buy (high density - 5 for a dollar, and low
density - 10 for a dollar) in computer disks, I'll accept
any dirty, old, used dollar bills, in trade.
Jupiter provides a couple of interesting eclipses of one of its moons, Ganymede, in March. It disappears early on the 23rd at 1:31 AM EST. and reappears at 3:41 AM. Then again on March 30 at 5:28
AM and 7:38 AM. It'll take a serious observer to catch
both of those events. The biggest thing keeping anyone from witnessing these early morning events is
sheer willpower. See the March '95 issue of ASTRONOMY for graphics describing the March 23 eclipse on
page 61.
Casual observers have a chance to glimpse a
very young Moon on the 31st of March. It'll only be
about twenty-one hours old around sunset on that
date. Find a clear horizon and face due west. Binoculars are recommended. Record the time that you find
it. Start looking during twilight.
COMPUTER TIP OF THE MONTH. If you find
that the date that DOS shows on the monitor is always wrong or the time is not being kept accurately,
you should replace the battery that comes with your
computer. Chances are the voltage has dropped
enough to affect both the date and time parameters.
It's true that you can correct both date and time using those DOS commands butthe fIX is only temporary. You'll find yourself correcting those parameters
every day, if the battery voltage is low. It's best to
correct the source of the problem. Lithium batteries
are supposed to last three or four years. Standard
batteries only last about a year or less. If your batteries are easily removable (not soldered) you can try
alkalines.
Toni Bondono, the WASP editor, would like to
get any future articles for the newsletter, via modem,
if possible. It's the most efficient way to deliver
written material and it also makes it easier for Toni to
insert the material into her publishing program. If
you have the capability, take advantage of it. Even a
crawling 300 baud modem would do the job. Text

files transfer quickly. At 1200 baud, my articles transferred
in about a minute.
The February and March meetings of the computer
group will continue at my home in Roseville. Both dates are
on the 23rd. See you there. Call me at 810-776-9720 for
more information.

-Thanks Larry. And thanks for the plug for the WASP.
Hope to see you at the Madison Hts. computer show.

CRANBROOK 1/5/95
John Herrgott opened the meeting at 7:50 p.m.
with a standing ovation as Jeff Bondono turned over
the gavel. John thanked previous officers for a job
well done. John also thanked the people who worked on the banquet, especially Frank McCullough and Marty
Kuntz.
Observing - Jeff Bondono said
Jupiter still has visible impact sites early in the mornings. Kim Dyer said the
moon and Saturn were a good combination recently. Ken Bertin also said the sun had a
good sunspot early mornings in December. John
Herrgott will make more frequent use of Stargate a
top priority. This will be an observing club.
Scott Jorgensen, as the new Vice-President,
intends to work on Stargate and get the drives working and to make the equipment user-friendly so it will
not get ruined.
Announcements - Anyone interested in the
Texas Star Party scheduled for May 21-29, 1995
should make reservations soon. Check with John
Herrgott for further information.
John Herrgott made note that one of our own,
Larry Kalinowski, has made the big time with an ad
for his Messier computer program in Astronomy Magazine. "Congratulations, Larry!"
Doug Goudie said that many people are interested in surfing the Internet. If he can be of any help,
just let him know.
John Hergott passed around the call list in case
anyone wanted to add their name. This list is usually
updated every six months.
This evening's program by Ken Bertin on
Space, Distance and Eclipses started at 8:58 p.m.
The program was enjoyed by all. The meeting ended
at 10:00 p.m.
MACOMB MEETING 1/19/95
John Herrgott opened the meeting at 7:40 p.m.
wishing everyone a Happy New Year.
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John passed out Certificates of Appreciation to
several people for their service to the club over the past
year. John thanked the outgoing officers once again.
Treasurers Report - Income of $775.11; payments of
$1,217.62; ending balance $6,198.57.
As new President, John Herrgott found the club in
good shape. He intends that Stargate be used as an observatory more often. Scott said a major portion of Stargate will be a lot of scouts. The club will try to have Stargate open almost every weekend. The telescope is in
very good shape. Scott also wants to know if anybody
wants to go observing at new sites other than Stargate. If
so, he will check it out and we could also do it as a club
function.
Frank McCullough announced his Southfield planetarium shows on February 1 and 8. If it is clear afterwards, they will also observe.
We had two visitors who may want to become
members, Jerry Greuling and George Jacobs. They are
interested in the club and learning about astronomy.
Announcements - John Herrgott received a letter
from the Astronomical League about anybody wanting
Messier certificates, binocular or telescope. See John for
information.
There will be a lecture on January 28, 1995 for
Cub Scouts at Stargate. Everyone is welcome.
The Board decided that the club will not be joining
the Audubon Society this year at Stevenson High School;
instead we have decided to do something at Metro Park
for the club or anyone else interested.
The next Board meeting will be held on February
23, 1995 at Frank McCullough's place. This is an important meeting.
If you are interested in the Texas Star Party, Dave
D'Onofrio has rented three bunkhouses. They are very
hard to get and are located right on the Star Party
grounds. Check with Dave for more information.
There will be no cosmology meetings for the
months of January and February. Lorna Simmons
showed off her new sychrometer from Edmund Scientific. This is for checking the dew point.
Jeff Bondono started the first program for the
evening at 8:40 p.m. by showing Hubble pictures on the
computers. The second program of the evening was presented by Frank McCullough on the 1973 African eclipse.
The meeting ended at 10:05 p.m.

-Thanks Blaine. Great job on the minutes
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The Old Farmer’s Almanac
Author Robert B. Thomas

Yes, the Old Farmer's Almanac tells weather forecasting.
Interestingly, the Almanac also has many things which deal
with astronomy. Items of interest to amateur astronomers
include eclipses, astronomical conjunctions, meteor showers,
moon phases, and planets. Also the Almanac informs on ascension and descending of celestial bodies, sun declination
and length of twilight. Brought to life each month it has highlights of the heavens to enlighten. The Old Farmer's Almanac
is light easy reading which can inform and entertain.
Star Rating * * *

*Poor

**Good

***Very Good

****Excellent

-Louis Namee is the club's librarian. The club maintains a
library at the Macomb Community South Campus. Contact Louie for
Information on borrowing procedures.
Thanks for the excellent reviews, Louie

Q.
#1-How are elliptical galaxies distributed in clusters like the Virgo
cluster?
Q.
#2-What is the current
magnitude fluctuation, possible period, of Eta Carinae?
Q.

#3-What is an easy way to distinguish Uranus
and Neptune at oppositions from background stars?

A.
Looking for help with the answer to any of
these questions. E-mail, modem or mail your answers to the
editor as quickly as possible.
A few of you asked questions of Kim Dyer that
may be of general interest to the club:
Information on counterbalancing using counterweights of a Mead 8" Schmidt Cassegrain. See S&T (Sky and
Telescope) indexes under departments ATM.
Looking for articles from back issues of S&T
about the former U of M solar observatory at Lake Angeles.
Contact Marty
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The Grand Traverse Astronomical Society has
an observatory south of Traverse that Gary Gathen would like
information about. See S&T semi-annual indexes under other
topics and subjects, the subset of which is observatories, amateur and look under the S&T Astronomical directory.

Update...
CRANBROOK

MACOMB

3/2 John Herrgott
4/6 Mark Bieniek
5/4 Marty Kunz

2/16
3/16
4/20
5/18

Fred & Angie Judd
Fred & Angie Judd
Blaine McCullough
Mike O’Dowd

Seeking articles for publication. May be , on
any appropriate subject of any length. Articles
for publication should be submitted by the
Cranbrook meeting for publication in the following months' WASP. Send articles via US
Mail or Modem to Toni Bondono.
SUBGROUP CHAIRPERSONS-Please submit the dates,
times, and meeting places secured for your meetings. If
left to my own calculations, you mayor may not have the
correct information listed on the calendar. I would also
like to update the members on what is happening in the
subgroups. Perhaps a quick recap of discussions, announcements of future topics and/or speakers, etc.
REMEMBER– There will be No Cosmology meetings until
further notice.

Speakers wanted for future meetings. Observing, Photography, Mirror Grinding,
C.C.D., Telescope Making, Physical Astronomy, Computer, Cosmology, Math, Drawings
of Astronomical Objects.
Please call:
Frank McCullough
1-810-773-1931 (answering machine)

WASP
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With the cold weather keeping most of us indoors, it takes a very dedicated person to keep up stargazing. If you find yourself freezing when the temperature drops try dressing in this manner - layering. It has been successful time after time in helping keep the
cold away on frigid nights.
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Thu

Feb 16

7:30 pm

Macomb Meeting Computer Group Meeting. Contact Larry Kalinowski

Sun

Feb 19

1 pm

Solar Group Meeting at Cranbrook. contact Marty Kunz

Tue

Feb 21

7 pm

Math Group Meeting. Contact John Herrgott

Thu

Feb 23

7:30 pm

Computer Group Meeting. contact Larry Kalinowski

Thu

Mar 2

7:30pm

Cranbrook Meeting

Tue

Mar 7

7 pm

Math Group Meeting. contact John Herrgott

Thu

Mar 16

7:30 pm

Macomb Meeting

Sun

Mar 19

1 pm

Solar Group Meeting at Cranbrook. Contact Marty Kunz

Tue

Mar 21

7 pm

Math Group Meeting. Contact John Herrgott

Thu

Mar 23

7:30 pm

Computer Group Meeting. contact Larry Kalinowski

Thu

Apr 2

7:30 pm

Cranbrook Meeting

*Dates and Times are subject to change. Please contact the appropriate chairperson for confirmation
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