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Brian Benning
As a new WAS member I recently paid my first visit to
Stargate. I was accompanied by Robert Lazar and his girlfriend
Claudia Liwienski, who are also new members. All three of us
had an enjoyable evening, thanks to the other members present.
We looked at M42 through Ben Tolbert's 10" reflector. This was especially interesting to me because I had never
really had much of an opportunity to view a deep-sky object
through a relatively large scope before.
We also viewed the Pleiades and the Moon through
John Herrgott's Questar. It was nice to get a good view of the
Pleiades.
Finally, we visited the observatory. I was impressed by
the setup and the scope. Kim Dyer told us a little about the reflector, while Scott Jorgenson and Jon Root worked the telescope. We looked at the moon under high magnification and
also looked at Mars. I saw a clear sharp image of Mars; but did
not see surface detail.
We stayed about 2 hours. We enjoyed it quite a bit
and got an idea how nice star parties could be.
Thanks Brian, don't miss your chance for the next Star Party/ Public
Viewing at Metro ...See the Calendar

may 1995

Larry F. Kalinowski

Mark April 29 on your calendar. That's the night
of the big, public, star party at Metropolitan Beach. Plan to be
there, cloudy or not. Follow the signs to the nature center.
That's where the party will take place. There's going to be a
slide show and lecture indoors if we're clouded out. Bring your
club jacket. We want high visibility for the public. At the moment, we don't know if an entree fee will be required for club
members.
IBM unveiled a rather interesting notebook computer.
The keyboard expands after the top is lifted. It expands two
more inches, providing a layout that's a little easier to handle
than the standard keyboards on other notebooks. It's called the
Thinkpad 701C.
It isn't just my opinion, but others seem to think so
too. WINDOWS95 will be the biggest event to ever hit the personal computer. Estimates are that Microsoft will make a billion
dollars a year on that one product for two or possibly three
years in a row. Why? Because there's no competition. Only
Windows can run Windows as well as it should be run. OS2
makes windows run slower,
Computer Chatter cont. on page 3

MACOMB MEETING
Thursday March 16, 1995
The meeting opened at 7:45 p.m. with 30 members in
attendance. John Hergott welcomed Frank and Sherry
Galea to the meeting. They belong to the Livonia Astronomical Club.
Newsletters - We received a newsletter from the Detroit
Astronomical Society.
TREASURER'S REPORT - Balance of $6,457.37 is on hand.
OBSERVING - Sixteen people showed up at Stargate
Minutes continued on page 5
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Two Microscopes, Two sets of slides and two lamps.
A large scope for $30.00 or a small scope for $20.00.
Will sell as set or separate. Contact Denise at 810268-4816.
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The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of
amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first and third
Thursdays of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Thursday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan

Club Polo Shirts with the WAS Logo only $25.00.
Contact Glenn Wilkins. We have the following sizes
available:
5 X-Large
3 Large
1 Medium

Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
Senior Citizen
$12.00
$17.00
$25.00
$30.00
$17.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Glenn Wilkins
4233 Brightwood Drive
Troy, MI 48098
Among the many benefits of membership are
Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$18.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope
$20.00 (12 monthly issues)
Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet

Are you a club member? Do you have an item to sell
or something you want to buy? Contact the editor
for information on submitting your ads here.

The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly publication of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at
the Macomb meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged
$1.00 for each new issue. Back issues, when available, are free. Requests
by other clubs to receive the WASP and other correspondence should be
addressed to the editor.
Articles for inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be submitted to the editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. Any
format of submission is accepted, however the easiest forms for this editor
are files in plain text format and graphics in PCX format. Materials can
either be transmitted in person, via US Mail, via direct modem connection
at the phone number listed below (call using voice first), or E·Mailed on
the Intemet to ah314@detroitfreenetorg
For further information, see or call the editor:
Toni Bondono
51064 Kingwood
Shelby Twp, Michigan, 48316-4624
Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors
and are not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society or
this editor. The WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of any
submission.

Cranbrook
5/4 Marty Kunz
6/1 Riyad Matti
7/6 Tom MacLaney
8/3 Angie/Fred Judd
8/17 Angie/Fred Judd

Macomb
4/20 Blaine Mccullough
5/18 Mike O'Dowd
6/15 Maryann Greuling
7/20 AVAILABLE

Sign-Up for snacks available. Contact Toni Bondono or
sign the sheet available at the meetings.

Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the
grounds of Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank
Road, Stargate features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under a steel
dome. The observatory is open to all club members in accordance to the
"Stargate Observatory Rules" published in the member handbook. Those
wishing to use the observatory must call the 2nd VP by 7:00 p.m. on the
evening of the session.
The coordinates for Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.
Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals at the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to
check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Larry Kalinowski
Deep Sky
Doug Bock
Lunar/Planetary Riyad Matti
Solar
Marty Kunz
Math
AI Vandermarliere

Speakers wanted for future meetings. Observing,
Photography, Mirror Grinding, CCD, Telescope Making, Physical Astronomy, Computer, Cosmology,
Math, Drawings of Astronomical Objects.
Please Call Frank McCullough 810-773-1931
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concerned about overcoming computer operation obstacles.
The Detroit News has joined the computer world
with the introduction of CYBERIA, a computer section in
the Tuesday newspaper. The articles cover latest industry
news, the Internet, latest CD-ROMS and a question and
answer column titled Ask The Cyber Dweeb. It's well worth
reading.
Amateur astronomers will have a front seat to the
space station show coming up in November 1997. Low
orbit construction will give anyone with a telescope a
chance to see a growing space project through their telescope. If all goes well, June, 2002 will mark the end of construction. This should help boost telescope sales around
the world and a greater interest in space and astronomy.
If you get a chance, latch onto a new TV show
called SLIDERS. The Sci-Fi show is based on the premise
that the Earth has evolved in an infinite number of ways
and they all exist at once. You might say that time travel
moves laterally in this show instead of forward or backward. The lead character has invented a device that allows
him and his friends to visit each world, one at a time. However, returning back to their own slice of evolution proves
to be difficult, to say the least. It's a Wednesday night, Fox
feature, on channel 2, at 9:00 pm.
COMPUTER TIP OF THE MONTH. Try to keep most
of the files on your C drive organized under some kind of
directory like GAMES, ASTRON, UTILITY, FINANCE, APPS
(applications), EDUCATE or even SCRATCH. The purpose is
to eliminate clutter so that you know where most files are
located. It will also eliminate screen scrolling by keeping
everything displayable on one screen only. It means learning the concept of directories and sub-directories but it's
well worth it.
Computer shows for late April will be in Brighton,
MI, Saturday, April 22, at the Brighton High School, 7878
Brighton Road. Southgate, MI, Sunday, April 23, at the
Southgate Civic Center, 14700 Dix Road and Madison
Heights, Sunday, April 30, at the U.F. & C.W. Hall, 876 Horace Brown Drive, one block east of 1-75 and three blocks
east of Thirteen Mile Road.
The April computer meeting will be at Jack Szymanski's home in Mt. Clemens. Jack's meeting will be on
Thursday, April 27. A map showing how to get there will be
available at the meetings. Call Jack, at 810468-5479, for
more information. The summer and fall meetings, May
through October, should return to Gary Gathen's home in
Pleasant Ridge, three blocks south of 1-696 and a half
block west of Woodward. His address is 21 Elm Park.
Gary's phone number is 810-543-3366.

Computer Chatter cont. from page 1
so the die is set. Since most of the computer world runs on
Windows today and 75% of all the new computers being
manufactured in the next three years will have Windows
installed, Bill Gates' pockets will be bulging at the seams.
That makes Microsoft a dam good investment.
Starting this month, I'll be bringing shareware program copies to the MCCC meetings. The following programs will be sold on 3.5 in., high density disks for $1.00
per disk: SKYGLOBE, LUNAR ECLIPSE, SOLAR ECLIPSE, OUR
COSMOHOOD, MESSIER GUIDE, CONSTELLATION GUIDE,
EARTH CENTERED UNIVERSE, INSTANT TRACK, DEEP
SPACE 3-D, STARVIEW, JMOONS, SKYMAP and ASTRONOMY QUIZ. All profits will be turned over to the club. New
titles will be added each month until a substantial program
library is accumulated. The one dollar price is for members
only. These programs sell for two to three dollars per disc
at computer shows. Description sheets, explaining the
features of each program will be available at the meetings.
If you can't make it to a meeting, call me (810-776-9720)
and I'll make some sort of mail arrangement.
Microsoft is planning to put some kind of Internet
filter in WINDOWS95 so that youngsters will not be able to
connect with any of the adult portions of the network. I
agree, some kind of access control is needed.
Astronomer, author and television producer, Carl
Sagan, of Cornell University, is taking a leave of absence to
be treated for a rare bone marrow disease, according to
newspaper reports. Dr. Sagan says there is no cancer but if
untreated, could lead to it. He's 60 years old.
Astronomy day, for the WAS, will be on Sunday,
May 7, this year. The WAS works in conjunction with the
Cranbrook science museum to set up a public display with
telescopes on the grounds, adjacent to the museum, overlooking the reflecting pool. All the WAS members are invited to attend and mingle with the visiting public. If you
have something astronomical to display like photos, drawings or even your telescope, bring those along too.
The Detroit Astronomical Society, will celebrate
Astronomy Dayan Saturday, May 6, at The Southfield Civic
Center. Observing, for the public, will continue all day and
evening, if the weather permits. On Friday, April 21, at
8:00 pm, their lecture will be "Astronomy On Line". It takes
place in community room 224, in the Parks and Recreation
Building, at the Center.
If you’re new to computing and need some basic
advice about all aspects of the field, you might like to take
a look at a new magazine called PC NOVICE. It's available
at the larger magazine counters and book stores for $2.95.
I like it because a lot of pages are used to give advice on
system and computer operation, not product reviews.
Other magazines seem to rely on latest product information, which is all right, for those that are advanced
enough to make those kind of decisions. Novices are more

Thanks Larry, do you have any idea that you've gotten me
hooked on Computer shows?
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FORK ON THE SUN

Ben Tolbert
After a 7 month wait I finally received my second telescope (a
10" Mead Starfinder). I also purchased a solar filter. I decided
to take advantage of a sunny day by viewing the Sun with my
new telescope. I decided to start keeping some sort of record
-- similar to the one I have been using at night. I set up my
scope in the back your -- plugged in my telescopes tracking
device, and attached the solar filter. Using my Telrad Sun
finder I was able to center the Sun in about 5 minutes -- not
bad for the first time I thought! I have viewed the Sun several
times before, but never like this! When I first viewed the image I could not believe my eyes -- there was this beautiful
orange appearance with my new solar filter, and what appeared to be a fork shaped sun spot! I checked my solar filter
for dust and dirt -- or maybe a scratch or two, but found
nothing. So after careful scientific evaluation and scrutiny I
concluded they were in fact SUN SPOTS!! I grabbed a few
coloring pencils from my telescope's junk box and started to
draw my first view of the day.
After I finished my first drawing I raced inside the house to
get my family. They have never viewed the Sun through a
telescope. Jason (my son) was excited, but "Terese" (my wife)
thought I was joking. She reluctantly eased out the side door.
Jason was the first to take a look. Jason had no idea what a
Sun Spot was, but right away he noticed them, and said
"there's some dirt on it!" I tried to explain how many Sun
Spots are the size of our planet, and that they are relatively
cold spots near the surface of the Sun, but he was too
amazed to pay any attention. Then I asked him, "What do
they look like to you?" His response was, "Like a fork!" Terese
shouted "NO WAY!" Then she tried looking at the solar filter
itself. I stopped her before the reflection from the glass blinded her for the rest of the day. In her excitement she pushed
Jason out of the way saying, "OK.—It's my turn!" Her first
words were the same as mine —"OH WOW."
In a matter of minutes they gained a new interest in the Sun.
No longer was it just that thing that prevented them from
getting that extra hour of sleep on Saturday mornings. It was
changing, spinning, and alive with energy. Now when the Sun
is shining instead of saying, "there he goes again to look at
the Sun", they say "Hurry it up -- so we can take a look!"
See Ben's drawings in the next column
We hope to make this a monthly comer. Please submit your
observations to the editor. What a great way to share information!

Ed Watson recently submitted this information to the club.
The Miami Valley Astronomical Society and the Museum of
Natural History will hold their 25th Annual Apollo Rendezvous
and Telescope Fair on June 9 & 10. There will be at least 2
speakers, Benjamin Shumacher, Dept. of Physics, Kenyon College and Former NASA Shuttle Pilot, Maj. Gen. Roy Bridges.
This is a Friday and Saturday event. You can stay for one day
or both days. Registration is on Friday (registration is $15 for
a single, $12 if in advance and $18 for a family, $15 in advance) and sessions begin on Saturday morning. There will be
booths concerning: Astronomy, Telescopes, Astro Photography, a Flea Market, Observing Saturday evening at the John
Bryon State Park Observatory (16", 12" Newtonian and a 9"
refractor, or bring your own!) plus Paper Sessions, where
people will present papers to the audience. You too can present a paper. Send your outline to the:
Events Coordinator-Apollo Rendezvous
2600 DeWeese Parkway
Dayton OH 45414
More information will be available at the next meeting.

Thanks Ben for sharing your enjoyment of viewing
the Sun
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Minutes cont. from page. 1

CRANBROOK MEETING

on Saturday, March 11. Jeff Bondono observed the
moon with a terminator and Mars. There were no polar caps but some markings. John Hergott said that he
did some good observing and saw M13 and also observed the moon. Scott Jorgenson said it was a reasonably stable night and he also liked the moon along
the terminator. Ben Tolbert also showed up with his
10" Meade and saw the moon, M42 and a few star
clusters. Toni Bondono said the moon was just beautiful.
ANNOUNCEMENTS - Mike Cyrek announced that on
Friday, March 24, for $2.00 you can enjoy a vegetarian meal at the Oak Park Community Center.
John Hergott announced that on Saturday, March 25,
he will be at Stargate.
On Saturday, April 1, Doug Bock will hold his annual
Spring Equinox party, starting in the afternoon and
observing in the evening after dark.
Saturday, April 8, Stargate will be open again to members and the public.
On Saturday, April 15, we will be out at Stargate
again, this time for a partial eclipse and the occultation of Spica.
On Saturday, April 22, we will be at Stargate again and
Saturday, April 29, the club has been asked out to
Metro Beach Nature Center for an evening of observing.
Saturday, May 7, is Astronomy Day at Cranbrook; they
have asked us out but no details are available yet.
Kim Dyer announced the Lowbrow Club meeting and
they are looking for new members. This club meets in
Ann Arbor.
Texas Star Party - There is still one opening for this.
See Dave D'Onofrio.
There will be a board meeting Thursday, March 23,
1995 at Blaine McCullough's house.
Bob Watt asked if anyone in the club could help him
computerize his S.C. telescope; he would be grateful
for any help.
PROGRAMS - Scott Jorgenson had the first program
starting at 8:45 on Stargate. Toni Bondono had the
second program starting at 9:05 p.m. on How to Lecture Children.

Thursday April 6, 1995
The meeting opened at 7:45 p.m. with 21 members in
attendance.
John Herrgott welcomed prospective new members,
Steve Weaver and Jim Sweet.
TREASURER'S REPORT - Balance as of March 31, 1995
- $6,541.39.
OBSERVING - Thirty-eight people showed up at Stargate during the month of March, a very good turn
out. A lot of good observing was done during the
month. The last Saturday in March, Doug Bock held
his first Solstice party of the year, only to be snowed
out. Jeff Bondono went observing at the Imlay City
site two weeks ago and gathered 110 galaxies in Virgo. The best of Jeff's viewing was M99.
ANNOUNCEMENTS - April 15, 1995 - an early a.m.
eclipse and occultation; anyone wanting to go, please
call John Hergott.
Mercury will be reaching perihelion in April. SaturnEarth will cross the ring's plane as this will kick the
Lunar-Planetary group into gear finally. This group will
meet at Stargate on all clear Saturdays in April and
May.
Marty Kunz announced that we received some donations to the club; a few eyepieces, one Telrad finder
and a few LFK guides.
Bob Watt showed the club his new computer set up
for his S.C. telescope. He would like some help if possible to hook up the declination motor.
Larry Kalinowski has a few disks with Shareware programs. If anyone wants to buy these, they are $1 per
disk.

Riyad announced that he went for a ride and found
some good skies for future observing. M29 and Palms
Road is the place; that would be Fairhaven. Skies were
pitch black, horizon to horizon.
The evening's program was by Lorna Simmons, a slide
show of 60 of her favorite nebulas, galaxies and clusters.
The meeting ended at 10:00 p.m.
Blaine McCullough
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ASTRONOMY FOR $100 PLEASE .
Do you think fast on your feet? Love to play Jeopardy?
Do you have some knowledge in Astronomy? Here's
your chance to strut your stuff. The Capital Area Astro
Club will be holding their annual STARBOWL CONTEST
on May 20. This will take place at MSU. In the past we
have had teams who, not only didn't make fools of
themselves, brought home the WIN! If you want more
information on who will be attending, if you want to
attend as a contender or spectator, contact John
Herrgott.

We could have run your article, don’t forget to submit it.
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Tue
Thu
Sat
Thu
Sat
Wed

Apr 18
Apr 20
Apr 22
Apr 27
Apr 29
May 3

7:00 pm
7:30 pm

Thu
Sun
Tue
Thu
Sat
Sun
Sat

May 4
May 7
May 16
May 18
May 20
May 20
Jun 3

7:30pm

Fri-Sun Jun 2-4
Wed
Aug 16

7:30 pm
7:30 pm

7:00 pm
7:30 pm
1 pm

8:30 pm

Math SubGroup Meeting. Contact Al Vandermarliere.
Macomb Meeting.
Observing session at Stargate Observatory. Contact John Herrgott.
Computer SubGroup Meeting. Contact Larry Kalinowski.
Public Star Party at Metro Beach. Contact John Herrgott.
A Special persons Birthday, she will accept gifts at the Cranbrook
meeting, no need to go out of your way to deliver them.
Cranbrook Meeting.
Astronomy Day at Cranbrook. Contact Marty Kunz.
Math SubGroup Meeting. Contact Al Vandermarliere.
Macomb Meeting.
Astro Bowl @ MSU Starbowl Contest.
Solar Group Meeting at Cranbrook. If the sun is shining, show up.
Stargate Observatory Grand Reopening Star Party. Contact John
Herrgott. See ad in this WASP
Fish Lake Under the Stars—Star Party.
Riverbends Park Public Viewing.
WASP
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