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An Autumn Meridian

by Larry Kalinowski

by John Herrgott

Happy holidays to all WAS members. Another year
comes to an end. Goodbye '98 and hello to '99. The
new year will see much joy and much apprehension
because it is the mother of the next millennium. Let me
be the first in the club to wish you all a happy new year.

Went to Stargate for Saturn's recent opposition. And a
beautiful one it was. A clear, cool and dry sky greeted
myself and Steve Greene. In the southwest a three-day
old moon was showing earthshine to herald the clear
weather coming from the west. Jupiter, speeding to
quadrature, was high in the southeast and its moons
could be picked out in my 7x35 binocs. And of course
Saturn, by the symmetry of its opposition, was defining
the location of a now unseen sun. Using the same binocs, Andromeda showed a bright core. This was an
exceptional sky! I continued my tour by sweeping north
to the double cluster, Cassiopeia and then to what I
think is one of the sky's prettiest sights, the constellation Perseus. Far in the northeast, Cappella had risen
and Aries was high in the east. My meridian seemed to
make a perfect division between the summer and winter skies. The great square of Pegasus, just to the east,
leading the way with the constellations of fall and winter in tow. And Aquila, brightly showing all its stars, was
pointed straight at the steeply inclined teapot of Sagittarius. Low in the northwest, Arcturus, using all his
strength, seemed to be pulling the summer constellations of our latitude in a great circle above me. I find it
intriguing the way the constellations change their orientation to us when transiting the meridian.

December marks the beginning of construction of the
International Space Station. Module one (provided by
the Russians) and module two (provided by the Americans) will be merged together to form the first major
union of the gigantic effort. Construction will take years,
with completion sometime after the year 2012. The total
length of the station is expected to be larger than a
football field.
The Russians are planning to launch a mirror, 100 feet
in diameter, next year. It'll be folded during launch, then
unfolded at their space station MIR. Just exactly what's
expected of it, wasn't clear. A brief mention of pointing
the reflected sun's image to the ground, somewhere at
the south pole was given as a short explanation. Here's
another light pollution problem for astronomers.
The battle of the super computers is heating up. Silicon
Graphics, INC claims their Blue Mountain computer is
the fastest in the world, boasting 1.6 trillion calculations
a second. IBM maintains its computer called Big Blue
can run 3.9 trillion per second. It might be interesting to
combine the two in a chess fight. The best of seven
games sounds good to me. It may not show which is
the fastest but would show which is smartest.
December also marks the beginning of the eighth year
that I'll be writing this newsletter column. It certainly
hasn't seemed that long. Maybe that's because I've
enjoyed doing it so much. There were a few times
when I thought I'd miss a month but somehow the article made it in.
By the time you read this, the Iridium constellation of
satellites (using 66 out of 77 planned) should be in operation. It's going to provide around-the-globe telephone service for wireless telephone operators. It takes

Returned to Stargate the evening following Saturn's
opposition. While waiting for Saturn to rise higher in the
sky I observed Jupiter now high in the southeast. The
north and south equatorial bands were quite prominent.
However, Jupiter itself seemed to lack some of its luster. The contrast between the equatorial bands and the
planet itself just didn't seem quite right. More on this in
a bit. The alignment of Jupiter's four moons was interesting this evening. The two closest moons were
paired, one on each side of Jupiter, seemingly equidistant and close to the planet. The two outer moons, also
seemingly equidistant, were likewise paired. Except at
what looked like the maximum distance that effect
could happen. I wondered how often such an alignment
like that could happen.
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a special telephone, with a special antenna, to send and
receive the signals. Professional astronomers, both radio
and optical, are concerned about how their observing will
be affected by the signals and antenna brilliance under
certain Earth-Sun conditions. Sometimes those satellite's
antennas reflect sunlight with a magnitude of -8, outshining the planet Venus.
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The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first Monday and third
Thursday of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Monday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan
Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
$12.00
$17.00
$25.00
$30.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Steve Greene
23844 Settlers Dr.
Macomb Twp. MI 48042

Senior Citizen
$17.00

Among the many benefits of membership are
Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$29.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope
$27.00 (12 monthly issues)
Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet

It's time for the 1998 WAS Awards banquet, coming up
on December 17, at The Warren Chateau, just east of
Mound Road on Ten Mile Rd. If you haven't got your
money in yet, don't fret. Send your check or money order
to the club's treasurer (our president elect for 1999) as
soon as you can. The price is $22.00 per person. Don't
miss out on the festivities... spirits, raffle, awards, entertainment (A David Levy video), food, (do I have to mention those wing-ding appetizers) and astronomical
friends.
The December computer meeting will be held at Gary
Gathen's home on Tuesday, the 22nd. His address is 21
Elm Park. Three blocks south of the 696 expressway and
about half a block west of Woodward in Pleasant Ridge.
You can reach him at 248-543-3366 for further information.

The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly publication
of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at the Macomb meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged $1.00 for each new issue.
Back issues, when available are free. Requests by other clubs to receive the WASP
and other correspondence should be addressed to the editor.
Articles for inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be submitted
to the editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. Any format of submission
is accepted, however the easiest forms for this editor are files in plain text format,
and graphics in PCX format. Materials can either be transmitted in person, via US
Mail, via direct modem connection at the phone number listed below (call using voice
first), or E-mailed on the Internet to bondono@iname.com
For further information on contribution, see or call the editor:
Jeff Bondono
51054 Kingwood
Shelby Twp., Michigan, 48316-4524

Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors and
are not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society or this editor. The
WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of any submission.
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the
grounds of Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank Road,
Stargate features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under a steel dome. The observatory is open to all club members in accordance to the "Stargate Observatory
Rules" published in the member handbook. Those wishing to use the observatory
must call the 2nd VP by 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the session. The coordinates for
Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.
Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals
at the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Deep Sky
Lunar/Planetary
Solar
Math
Telescope

Larry Kalinowski
Doug Bock
Riyad Matti
Marty Kunz
John Herrgott
Fred Judd

JOHN from page 1
By now Saturn was high enough for a serious look. And
look I did. I was expecting the lovely view I usually get
in the questar, a sharply defined ring system coupled to
a creamy white planet. Instead the ring was poorly contrasted in itself and one of my favorite planets was now
colored pink! Yup, a definite pink rue. What happened?
I can't be certain but I have an idea. Hudson's did it.
Just a few hours before my observations the Hudson
building was imploded. News reports told of the great
amount of dust that was created everywhere. Could
that dust, rising in the atmosphere, have been the culprit? I wonder.
Next month, a report from Star Hill Inn, an astronomy
resort in New Mexico.
Clear Skies,
John Herrgott
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WAS Calendar of Events
Get the latest-breaking events information at the club’s home page. Follow the Upcoming Events link from
http:www.eaglequest.com/~bondono/WAS/ and be sure to check the link at the bottom of that page to Doug Bock’s
NCO Schedule of Events.
Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

Mon 7
Thu 17
Sat 19
Mon 4
Sat 16
Thu 21
Mon 1
Sat 13
Thu 18
Mon 1
Sat 13
Thu 18
Mon 5
Thu 15
Thu 15-

May

Mon 3
Thu 20
June Mon 7
Fri 11Thu 17
July Mon 12
Thu 15

7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
Ben Tolbert will give a program on Christmas Star
6:30 pm Awards Banquet
4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Holiday Star Party to follow at Doug Bock’s
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock’s
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock’s
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock’s
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sun 18 NCO Wilderness Spring Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
Sun 13 16th Annual Summer Solstice Star Party at Doug Bock’s Northern Cross Observatory.
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209

1998 Awards Banquet
Plan to attend the Warren Astronomical Society's 1998 Awards Banquet, featuring award presentations, a raffle, and
time for socializing. The price of admission includes breaded wing-ding appetizers, dinner and door prizes. There will
be a cash bar.

When:

Thursday, December 17, 1998
Social and cocktail hour 6:30
Dinner 8:00

Where:

Warren Chateau
6016 E. 10 Mile Rd (Just east of Mound)

Meals:

Sliced beef tenerloin with au jus
Gourmet chicken with special sauce
Vegetable plate

Cost:

$22.00

Reservations and Payment:
Steve Greene
23844 Settlers Dr.
Macomb Twp, MI 48042
810-598-1199

Please pay before the end of the
Cranbrook Meeting on December 7th
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