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Astro Chatter

The WASP 25 Years Later,

by Larry Kalinowski

by LoriAnn Skonieczny

Eugene Shoemaker, the geologist-astronaut, codiscoverer of that famous, Jupiter crashing comet, has finally
come to rest on the Lunar surface. Gene, as many
came to know him, dreamed of visiting the Moon with
one of NASA's astronauts and began training for that
geologist's dream when it was discovered he had a
physical problem and doctors abruptly cut off his dream
trip. A year after the Jupiter crash, he lost his life in an
automobile accident on an Australian road. However,
his dream never died. A small amount of his ashes
were on board the lunar Prospector probe that was purposely crashed on the lunar surface, July 31. My hats
off to Gene, for so much that he contributed to geology
and astronomy.

For this month's WASP 25 Years Later I have reprinted an article from the November 1974 issue. It is called
the Stargate Report. I thought it was kind of appropriate considering the renewed interest in Stargate and
our current revival of a regular lecture schedule.

Comets are becoming the astro-geologist's latest space
toys. The European Space Agency wants to land a
probe named Rosetta, on the Comet Wirtanen in the
year 2012. Astronomers believe that comets are the left
over remains of the solar system. Each one a veritable
laboratory of unchanged chemicals that will give us a
closer look at how our solar system developed. They're
not alone though. The U.S. wants some of that lab material and has a probe named Stardust on its way now,
hoping to capture some space dust from Comet Wild-2
in 2004. The sampled dust is to be recovered from the
craft in 2006. However, the U.S. is still hoping to make
the first space probe landing on another comet, Temple
1, on December 2, 2005, with the proposed Deep
Space 4 mission, launched in 2003. The computer
meeting for July turned out mighty interesting because
of John Herrgott and Bob Watt. They merged their
Questar and video camera to show some very good
closeups of the lunar surface, on a monitor, all in the
comfort of a warm summer evening with donuts and
liquid refreshment, around the backyard picnic table.
Iridium, the company that launched those seventythree satellites for round-the-world cell phone communication, is having problems getting subscribers. As a
result, their stock has dropped from $70 to less than $5
per share. They've reduced the price of their cell
phones from $3,000 to $1,000 and are looking for
someone to buy them out.

STARGATE REPORT
The purpose of this report is to make the W.A.S. membership aware of the club's observatory at Camp Rotary. Our 12 1/2: cassegrain telescope, with clock drive,
declination control, and variable frequency oscillator is
made available to the boy and girl scouts camping at
Camp Rotary. We have lectures given by our lecturers
and assistant lecturers there every Friday evening, this
being part of our obligation to the Rotarians since 1970
when they built the observatory at no cost to the
W.A.S.
Any member of the W.A.S. can make use of the telesee LORIANN on page 2

Thirty years have passed since man has set foot on the
Moon. It seems like only yesterday. It sure feels strange
to read about a historical event in the history books and
be a witness to that event too.
With the Moon only one day past new on the twelfth of
August, the SMURFS star party should get quite an eyeful of meteors. The Perseids are one of the best showers
of the year.
That Diamond Stealth II, G460, 2X AGP video card that I
had for sale in last month's WASP is still available. It has
eight megabytes of video memory and comes with a CD
for installation. The price has been reduced to $45. Dial
810-776-9720 for more information.
The August computer meeting will be held at Gary Gathen's home on Thursday, the 24th. His address is 21 Elm
Park. Three blocks south of the I-696 expressway and
about half a block west of Woodward in Pleasant Ridge.
You can reach him at 248-543-3366 for further information.
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LORIANN from page 1

The WASP

scope any evening; contact Stargate director of any
lecturer to make arrangements. At the present time we
are in need of assistant lecturers. Anyone interested
please contact any of the following Stargate personnel:
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The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first Monday and third
Thursday of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Monday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan
Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
$17.00
$22.00
$30.00
$37.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Joe Van Poucher
22164 Normandy
Eastpointe, MI 48021

Senior Citizen
$22.00

Among the many benefits of membership are
Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$29.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope
$27.00 (12 monthly issues)
Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet

Lecturers:

Assistant Lecturers:

Roger Civic

Tony & Angie Bommarito

Louis Faix

John Caruso, Jr.

Dave Harrington

John Okroy

Larry Kalinowski

Steve Smith

Donald Mission
Frank & Diane McCullough
We also want to mention some of the many people who
have helped us during the summer months; Kim Dyer
and Ken Wilson
****THANKS A LOT****
A special thank you is also extended to Garry Boyd
who has donated a 60mm Kelner eyepiece for use at

The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly publication
of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at the Macomb meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged $1.00 for each new issue.
Back issues, when available are free. Requests by other clubs to receive the WASP
and other correspondence should be addressed to the editor.

New Members

Articles for inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be submitted
to the editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. Any format of submission
is accepted, however the easiest forms for this editor are files in plain text format,
and graphics in PCX format. Materials can either be transmitted in person, via US
Mail, via direct modem connection at the phone number listed below (call using voice
first), or E-mailed on the Internet to bondono@iname.com
For further information on contribution, see or call the editor:

by Joe Van Poucker
The thing that makes the Warren Astronomical Society a great are its members. We are very happy to
announce the following new members who joined
during July of 1999. Please extend them a warm welcome.

Jeff Bondono
51054 Kingwood
Shelby Twp., Michigan, 48316-4524

Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors and
are not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society or this editor. The
WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of any submission.

Charles Beauchamp, Oxford
Roger & Vivian Pace & Family, Fraser
William Whitney, Livonia

Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the
grounds of Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank Road,
Stargate features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under a steel dome. The observatory is open to all club members in accordance to the "Stargate Observatory
Rules" published in the member handbook. Those wishing to use the observatory
must call the 2nd VP by 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the session. The coordinates for
Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.

WAS Anniversaries for September
12 Years: Jerry Staeger,Bloomfield Vlg.
7 Years: John L. Herrgott, Troy
6 Years: Eric Kozlowski, Shelby Twp.
6 Years: Robert Watt, Warren
5 Years: David Ciali, Shelby, Twp.
5 Years: Al E. Vandermarliere, Sterling Heights
2 Years: Robert U. Johnson, Berkley
2 Years: LoriAnn Skonieczny & Michael
Schroeder, Macomb Twp.
1 Year: Brad Hill, Lenox Twp.

Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals
at the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Deep Sky
Lunar/Planetary
Solar
Math
Telescope
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Larry Kalinowski
Doug Bock
Riyad Matti
Marty Kunz
John Herrgott
Fred Judd
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Minutes of Meetings
Cranbrook Meeting
July 12, 1999

by LoriAnn Skoniezcny, Secretary
moments in his living room.
In place of a presentation Doug Bock asked if anyone
had any astronomical questions they were wondering
about and he mentioned that he liked the new column
in the WASP entitled "The WASP 25 Years Later". He
went on to describe the Messier Awards to our guests.
He also announced that the NCO will be ready soon to
give out its Hi-Tech Messier Certificate to Jack Kennedy who has viewed 93 objects so far.

SECRETARY LORIANN SKONIECZNY opened the
meeting at 7:40 p.m. with 19 members and 2 guests.
The two guests introduced themselves and stated that
this was their second time at one of our meetings. LoriAnn made the following announcements for VP RICK
GOSSETT:

After Doug spoke JACK KENNEDY gave a short talk
on CCD imaging and CLAY KESSLER talked on film
and astrophotography.

Stargate Open House July 17-18 (clinic on setting circles)
Fred Judd has volunteered to be a lecturer at Stargate

LORIANN closed the meeting at 9:30. BIG THANKS to
Doug, Clay, Jack and Bob for helping to make the
meeting successful due to the lack of officers in attendance and a presentation at the meeting.

Family Night at Cranbrook on August 2 (planetarium
and observatory will be open)
Nebraska Star Party August 7-15

Macomb Meeting
July 15, 1999

SMURFS August 12-15
GLAAC Star party at Kensington August 20-21

(These minutes were submitted by Bob Watt)

LARRY KALINOWSKI reminded the club that the computer group meets the fourth Thursday of every month
and that he still has info on locating Comet Lee in the
night sky.

TREASURER Joe Van Poucker opened the meeting at
7:48PM with 23 members & 4 guests in attendance.
CORRESPONDENCE: We received a letter from Mike
Narlock of the Cranbrook staff thanking our group for
helping with Astronomy Day at Cranbrook., members
that took part in the event were Rick Kovari,Frank
Spisak, Marty Kunz, Doug Bock & Clay Kessler. Also
received a post card from Patty & Gary Gathen from
Stonehenge, England

DOUG BOCK announced that he is having a Star Party
on September 11
DAVE D'ONOFRIO gave the club more info on the
GLAAC Star Party at Kensington on August 20-21.
There will be 8 clubs involved. He asked for help with
the children's trip through the galaxy and passed
around a sign-up sheet. He asked for solar equipment
for early observing. In closing he left a stack of flyers
for the event.

OFFICER REPORTS-TREASURER: Joe Van Poucker,
Opening balance as of June 1,1999 was $ 4518.66
Ending balance as of June 30, 1999 is $4077.07
Discussion was made on the problems encountered in
trying to make a common yearly date for collecting
member dues.

CLAY KESSLER gave a report on his last few weeks of
observing. Due to his fishing trip he didn't do too much
observing. On his last trip up to Boone he managed to
test out a lot of new equipment even after having to set
up in the rain in hopes of the weather clearing. Now
that's optimism!!

TELESCOPE MAKING GROUP, Blaine McCullough,
we are moving along well, the 12 1/2" has arrived at
81" which is 6" away from the intended 75" final curve,
the first of the three 13"s is ground full surface but is at
244" radius of curvature, this mirror is to be F5 or F4.5.
The 12 1/2" took about 6 sessions to get to it's 81" focal
point, the 13" had full surface curve in one night. The
difference was due to some problems & the fact that
the 13" is plate & the 12 1/2" is Pyrex. The group is
moving in steps, each mirror gets to it's point at 60 & 80
grit then steps aside till the other blanks catch up. This
is to avoid grit contamination. Anyone interested in joining the group whether you are grinding or are just curi-

BOB WATT announced that the mirror grinding group is
doing good although there is never enough time at
each meeting to get too much done. He showed the
club his new black and white CCD Supercircuits video
camera. It has audio and video with a C-mount and
high resolution. He was very happy with its performance so far, even though he only had it on for a few
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ous, come on out. See Blaine for details & address.
LIBRARIAN: Louie Namee, wants all to know that we
have many fine books, videos & CD's in the Macomb
meeting room library to lend out to members.
STARGATE: Had 8 members out last Saturday night,
good skies, stayed till 5:00AM. We have had 200
guests & 100 members attend Stargate so far this year.
COMPUTER GROUP: Larry Kalinowski, went over
meeting dates (fourth Thursday of the month), place,
Gary Gathen's in Pleasant Ridge.

Letter From Cranbrook
17 June, 1999
Dear Warren Astronomical Society,
I would like to thank Rick Kovari, Frank Spisak, Marty
Kunz, Doug Bock, Riyad Matti, and Clay Kessler for
donating their time, telescopes, and expertise during
Astronomy Day at CIS. As always, the event would not
have been as educational and fun without their presence.

Dave D'Onofrio: covered details of the Kensington Star
Party, date- August 20-21, Friday & Saturday, expected
attendance 2000-3000 people, two vendors, Nature
Company & Riders Hobby Shop, astronomy talks under
the pavilion until ???, games with prizes for children.
There is eleven astronomy clubs lined up to take part in
this event.

Whenever WAS is involved in events at CIS, the outcome is always positive.

Mike O'Dowd: Mike had forms & information sheets
from THE ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE on the following
areas DOUBLE STAR CLUB, BINOCULAR MESSIER
CLUB, DEEP SKY BINOCULAR CLUB, URBAN CLUB,
ARP PECULIAR GALAXY CLUB, SUNSPOTTER
CLUB, & LUNAR CLUB, these are on the front table for
pick-up.

Michael Narlock

Again, thank you very much for your participation.
Sincerely,

Planetarium Operations Manager

Bill Whitney: Bill brought up an interesting item on aircraft contrails, there seems to be a pattern in the sky
that is leaving a noticeable haze that lasts longer than
normal contrails. Details can be found on the web page
at WWW.CONTRAILCONNECTION.COM.
SHOW & TELL: Bill Whitney had for sale & show a telescope outfit, with many extras, camera, telephoto lens,
sun screen, a beautiful case, check with Bill for more
details. Bob Watt showed a very small video camera
that is used for astronomical work, 6.8 ounces from
SUPERCIRCUITS.
There was no program this evening.
Meeting ended at 9:55PM

Did You Know?
(excerpted by LoriAnn from the 1974 Nov. issue of the
WASP)
that there's no such thing as "centrifugal" force.
that planetary nebulae do not originate from novae
or supernovae.
that Stargate Observatory is the first and only observatory in Macomb County.
that Jupiter has a satellite (Ganymede) that is larger than the planet Mercury
that some people can see eighteen starts in the
Pleiades with their naked eyes.
that some people can see the four Galilean satellites of Jupiter with their naked eyes.
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The Swap Shop
This is a new column for those who are interested in
buying or trading items. Call 810-776-9720 if you want
to put an item for sale or trade in this section of the
WASP. The ad will run for six months. The month and
year the ad will be removed is also shown.
FOR SALE: JASON Astronomical Telescope. 60mm
objective. 910mm focal length. Tripod. Equatorial
Mount. $175 firm. 810-731-4706 (2-00)
FOR SALE. Folded, six inch, F15 refractor, Jaegers
objective, with or without mount. 734-462-3255. (2-00).
FOR SALE. Diamond Stealth II, G460, 2X AGP video
card. Landmark DOS data transfer rate is 19,000 bits/
msec. Eight megabytes of video memory, with CD installation disk. $45. 810-776-9720. (2-00).
FOR SALE. Eighty millimeter Apochromatic refractor, F
6.25, 500 mm focal length, with table top tripod, 35mm,
Praktica camera body, adaptor, solar filter and carrying
case for all items. $450. 734-462-3255. (2-00).
FOR SALE. PCI card that supports 2 IDE hard drives
and two floppy drives. $10. 810-776-9720. (2-00).
WANTED. Newtonian elliptical diagonal, 3.1 inches
minor axis, with or without holder and spider. 810-7769720. (2-00).
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WAS Calendar of Events
Get the latest-breaking events information at the club’s home page. Follow the Upcoming Events link from
http:www.eaglequest.com/~bondono/WAS/ and be sure to check the link at the bottom of that page to Doug Bock’s NCO
Schedule of Events.
Aug Mon 2

7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science: Family Night.

Thu 12 - Sun 15 SMURFS Star Party
Thu 19 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Fri 21

GLAAC Star Party at Kensington Metropark

Sat 22

GLAAC Star Party at Kensington Metropark

Thu 24

Computer Subgroup Meeting at Gary Gathen’s house

Sept Sat 1

8:00 pm Stargate Open House, weather permitting

Sat 11

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Autumnal Equinox Star Party Doug Bock’s

Sat 11

7:00 pm Stargate Open House, weather permitting

Mon 13 7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science
Thu 16 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sat 18
Oct

Mon 4

Island Lake Star Party
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science

Wed 6– Sun 10

NCO Wilderness Spring Fall Party at Doug Bock’s Boon site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.

Fri 8

7:00 pm Stargate Open House, weather permitting

Sat 9

7:00 pm Stargate Open House, weather permitting

Thu 21 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Nov Mon 1

7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science

Sat 6

6:00 pm Stargate Open House, weather permitting

Sat 6

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock’s Northern Cross Observatory

Thu 18 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Dec Sat 4
Mon 6

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock’s Northern Cross Observatory
7:30 pm Meeting: Downstairs at Cranbrook Institute of Science

Thu 16 7:30 pm Annual Awards Banquet
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