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Astro Chatter

Meeting of the
Variable Star Subgroup

by Larry Kalinowski
Eros, the first asteroid to be orbited by a manmade machine, has shown its profile to earthlings. On February
14, a satellite was placed in a 200 to 300 mile orbit
around the 12 X 8 mile hunk of celestial real estate.
Approach photos showed the object to be solid, pocked
with smaller craters. If you can imagine a potatoe that
tried to grow in two different directions, that might give
you a good idea of its shape. Pictures of the asteroid
are quite abundant on the world wide web. Check into
any space news for a picture.
By the time that you read this, WINDOWS 2000 will be
out and selling on the street. Do you need this Windows upgrade? The opinion among computer magazines that check out new software, seems to think that
the man on the street should avoid it. It's mainly a business upgrade and isn't really configured for ordinary
computers. In fact, if you're a gamer, it may not run
your favorite game. It requires 128 megabytes to run
efficiently and will require a whole new set of drivers for
a lot of hardware and software. Another version for
general public use is called WINDOWS MILLENIUM
and should be out sometime in the future.
The fuss about leap day this year exists because the
year 2000 is one of those special years evenly divisible
by the number 400. Ordinarily, all years divisible by 100
weren't supposed to be a leap year but years divisible
by 400 are. The moral is, if you're a programmer, learn
all the leap year rules. The general public expects confusion but I have a little more faith in computer programmers.

April, 2000

by Joe Van Poucker
The Warren Astronomical Society's subgroup of Variable Star Observers had their third meeting on Saturday
February 26th at Mike Simonsen's house. In attendance were Chairman Mike Simonsen, Jeff Charles, Kim
Dyer, Lee Hartwell, Steve Greene, and myself. After we
all had our fill of Mike's excellent lasagna the meeting
began. The main topic of the evening was the subgroup's new website. Irene, Mike's wife, was nice
enough to take pictures of the members and edited
them onto a nice background. Mike then took a short
history profile of each member to be included with the
pictures in the Members Area of the website. Mike also
passed around pictures of his new observatory he is
building in Romeo, some of which will be available on
the website. Anyone that is interested in visiting the
new site can go to http://members.aol.com/joevp01 or e
-mail me at joevp01@aol.com for a link. From the main
page you will be able to visit the Upcoming Events Area for the subgroup, the Members Area, VSO Articles
Area, and Links to other VSO sites. I will also be adding a link to Sky & Telescope's web page so you can
register for their Messier Marathon. Anyone that registers for this and wants to join the club at Stargate for
one of Mike's Messier Marathon Programs will be able
to log their observations with Sky & Telescope for a
chance to win a free book from Sky & Telescope. You
can also use these observations to obtain a Messier
Certificate from the Astronomical League.
Clear Skies

An unscheduled newsletter that I put out last month
talks about the New Comet Linear that is supposed to
pass through circumpolar skies during July and August
this year. A presentation was given about its prospects
during the February Cranbrook meeting, and about
twenty copies of the letter were distributed at the club
meetings. If you missed getting one, contact me and I'll
see that one is reserved for you. The newsletter includes a map and ephemeris for 80 days around perihelion.
see LARRY (CHATTER) on page 2
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The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first Monday and third
Thursday of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Monday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan
Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
$17.00
$22.00
$30.00
$37.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Joe Van Poucher
22164 Normandy
Eastpointe, MI 48021

Senior Citizen
$22.00

Among the many benefits of membership are
Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$29.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope
$29.95 (12 monthly issues)
Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet

LARRY (CHATTER), from page 1
Cold Fusion 1000 is the name of a new computer that
runs at 1000 megahertz. It's made by the SYS company
and is available for $4,444. The computer is essentially a
750 MHz, AMD, Athelon chip that has been pushed up
another 250 MHz. In order to keep the chip from getting
too hot, the chip is cooled by a special refrigerator that
sets below the main cabinet and feeds cold air, via a
tube to the CPU. The temperature is supposedly around
-40 degrees centigrade. It takes 60 to 90 seconds for the
chip to cool before the computer actually starts to boot
itself up. Hardware includes two 7200 RPM hard drives,
128 megabytes of memory, a 19 inch monitor, five
speakers and a souped up video card.
The end of the tunnel is now in sight for the thirteen inch
mirror makers. Steve has nearly reached the spherical
stage and Blaine has something that is almost a sphere.
The March computer meeting will be held at Gary Gathen's home on Thursday, the 23rd. His address is 21 Elm
Park. Three blocks south of the I-696 expressway and
about half a block west of Woodward in Pleasant Ridge.
The April computer meeting will be on the 27th. You can
reach Gary at 248-543-3366 for further information.

The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly publication
of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at the Macomb meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged $1.00 for each new issue.
Back issues, when available are free. Requests by other clubs to receive the WASP
and other correspondence should be addressed to the editor.
Articles for inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be submitted
to the editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. Any format of submission
is accepted, however the easiest forms for this editor are files in plain text format,
and graphics in PCX format. Materials can either be transmitted in person, via US
Mail, via direct modem connection at the phone number listed below (call using voice
first), or E-mailed on the Internet to

bondono@iname.com and lordfred@gatecom.com

For further information on contribution, see or call the editor:
Jeff Bondono
51054 Kingwood
Shelby Twp., Michigan, 48316-4524

Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors and
are not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society or this editor. The
WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of any submission.
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the
grounds of Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank Road,
Stargate features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under a steel dome. The observatory is open to all club members in accordance to the "Stargate Observatory
Rules" published in the member handbook. Those wishing to use the observatory
must call the 2nd VP by 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the session. The coordinates for
Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.
Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals
at the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Deep Sky
Lunar/Planetary
Solar
Math
Telescope
Variable Star
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New Members

The Swap Shop
This is a new column for those who are interested in buying, trading or selling items. Call 810-776-9720 if you
want to put an item for sale or trade in this section of the
WASP. The ad will run for six months. The month and
year the ad will be removed, is also shown.

by Joe Van Poucker
New Members for February 2000

FOR SALE. Dynamax, 8 in. Schmidt-Cass telescope.
Needs some repair. 734-459-2378. Fax: 734-459-2685.
E-mail:mbest12345@aol.com. (9-00).

Tom & Patty Cokley

Waterford, MI

Al McDonald

Clinton Twp., MI

WANTED. Old eight or sixteen millimeter CS or C-mount
camera lenses, with focal lengths from 6 to 50 mm. 810776-9720. (8-00).

Daniel Murphy

Warren, MI

Craig Schley

Harrison Twp., MI

FOR SALE. Sony Trinitron, 14 inch monitor, 0.25 mm dot
pitch. Great contrast, brightness and sharpness. Screen
is too small for me. $50. 810-776-9720. (7-00).

Ken Strayer

New Baltimore, MI

FOR SALE. All the parts you need to modify a digital
clock into a sidereal clock (including the digital clock). A
copy of the March '88 Sky and Telescope build article is
included. $30. 810-776-9720. (6-00).
FOR SALE. Hewlett Packard, 660 SE, inkjet printer, with
color and black ink cartridges. $50. 810-573-8699. (600).
FOR SALE. Sound Blaster, AWE 64 value, sixteen bit,
sound card, with 512K memory and 1MB ROM on board,
CD and instruction booklet. Upgradeable to 24 MB. $40,
postpaid. 810-776-9720. (6-00).
FOR SALE. Exposure guides for the Sun, Moon, Planets, solar and lunar eclipses and more. Extinction tables.
Calculating prime focus, afocal, negative and positive
projection F ratios. ISO's from 4 to 3200. Seventy-eight
pages. $5.00, postpaid. 810-776-9720. (5-00).

W.A.S. Anniversaries for April 2000:
3 Years

Ellis Boal

Detroit, MI

2 Years

Victor Singh & Family Redford, MI
1 Year

Brian Klaus

Shelby Twp., MI

Mike Simonsen

Macomb, MI
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WAS Calendar of Events
Get the latest-breaking events information at the club’s home page. Follow the Upcoming Events link from
http:www.eaglequest.com/~bondono/WAS/ and be sure to check the link at the bottom of that page to Doug Bock’s
NCO Schedule of Events.
Mar Fri 3
Sat 4
Sat 4
Sun 5
Mon 6
Fri 10

Apr

4:00 pm

7:30 pm

Sat 11
Sun 12
Thu 16 7:30 pm
Fri 31 - Mon 3
Sat 1

Sun 2
Mon 3
Fri 7

7:30 pm

Sat 8
Sun 9
Thu 20 7:30 pm
Sat 29 4:00 pm
May Mon 1 7:30 pm
Fri 5 - Mon 8
Fri 12

Jun

Sat 13
Sun 14
Thu 18 7:30 pm
Sat 27 4:00 pm
Fri 2 - Mon 5

Messier Marathon Training Session at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions. (see description for Jan 7 event)
NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory
Messier Marathon Training Session at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)
Messier Marathon Training Session at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)
Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science
Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions: Leo, Ursa Major and Virgo. Begin with naked eye recognition of constellations, proceed to binocular and
small telescope Objects, to deep sky objects of interest.
Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)
Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)
Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.
Messier Marathon at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions. Observe as
many Messier objects in one night as possible. For those members who wish to receive their
Messier certificates from the Astronomical League and/or wish to attempt doing the actual
marathon program.
Messier Marathon at Stargate Observatory (see Saturday’s description)
Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science
Messier Marathon at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions. Observe as
many Messier objects in one night as possible. For those members who wish to receive their
Messier certificates from the Astronomical League and/or wish to attempt doing the actual
marathon program.
Messier Marathon at Stargate Observatory (see Saturday’s description)
Messier Marathon at Stargate Observatory (see Saturday’s description)
Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory
Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science
Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.
Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions: Virgo, Bootes,
Corona Borealis and Hercules. Begin with naked eye recognition of constellations, proceed to
binocular and small telescope objects, to deep sky objects of interest.
Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)
Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)
Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory
Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.
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