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Astro Chatter

Cranbrook Meeting
March 6, 2000

by Larry Kalinowski
Lou Faix did it again. Lou wowed the Cranbrook group
with a presentation that was totally unexpected. Even
though the timing was out of place, the subject was
right on astronomically. It was his belated showing of
The Christmas star and his interpretation of what it
was. With an animated program that he wrote himself,
Lou showed the historic importance of a subject that
you and I consider out of date today, astrology. Astrology's role and its relation to the political and religious
events 2,000 years ago, combined to rule the lives of
the known world at that time. If you're curious about his
idea of what the Christmas star was, you can get a
copy of his presentation on floppy disk from the club
program library. It'll cost members of the club one deteriorated dollar but it's well worth it. Better yet, convince
Lou to give another presentation to the Macomb group,
while he's still around. His GM style of presentation and
added wit will hold you on the edge of your seat. He's
headed for the state of Arizona as soon as he can sell
his home in Michigan. According to John Dvorak of PC
COMPUTING fame, IBM is set to release a blockbuster
hard drive. The drive is due to be introduced sometime
in the middle of 2001. Believe it or not, 100 gigabytes
of storage for $99. Since it'll be a priority piece of hardware, IBM will be the only one making the drive, unless
it licences others to manufacture it. According to John,
the floodgates of data storage will then open. You can
expect a 1 terabyte (1,000,000,000,000 bytes) drive
within five years. Iridium satellites are coming down.
The company has finally announced defeat. No buyers
have come up with additional cash to save the ailing
company. As a result, the satellites must come down,
one at a time,taking as long as two years to complete
the effort. Astronomers are probably happy about the
demise, because of interference with telescope operations. Motorola, the one company with most invested in
it, will be handling the de-orbiting effort. Sites that help
control and track the satellites are going up for sale.
The Iridium company blames cell phone technology as
its downfall. Actually, the Iridium concept was poorly
designed. Phones cost $3,000 initially and were large
and clunky. Each call cost $7.00 a minute to make.
They also weren't capable of being used indoors be-

May, 2000

by John Herrgott

Blaine McCullough open the meeting with the introduction of guests and prospective new members. Three
announcements were made. On April 12 an astronomy
event will be held for school children at Wilkenson Middle School in Madison Heights. Your assistance is
needed. A call also was put out for telescopes to be
present at Cranbrook Institute of Science for Astronomy
Day. This has been an annual event for the club and
your participation will be appreciated. Doug Bock invites interested club observers to his "Boon" observing
sight for a weekend of 'scoping. Observations reported
by members present included naked-eye sunspots and
coronal ejections. It was noted that solar maximum is
NOW. The deep space sub-group has been active with
10 members participating in their latest observing session. Show and tell followed with a demonstration on
collimation using a laser. Bob Watt did a terrific job on
this. The evening's program was given by Lou Faix.

Macomb Meeting
March 16, 2000
by John Herrgott
Blaine McCullough opened the meeting with the introduction of three new guests and prospective members.
This was followed by officer reports. The observatory
chairperson reported the following accomplishments:
The club now has a telephone "activity hotline", a new
and corrected introduction card, a new editor for the
WASP, a successful lunar eclipse star party last January, a Messier program in place, repairs and upgrades
at the observatory, access to the activity building at
Stargate, increased club membership and a very active
new subgroup. These accomplishments attest to the
vitality and dedication of our club. The meeting continued with the following: Marty Kunz needs presenters for
future programs, a treasurer report was given, an assee (MACOMB MEETING) on page 2

see LARRY (CHATTER) on page 2
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LARRY (CHATTER), from page 1
cause of poor signal strength, even though they were
capable of around the world communication.
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Geoff Marcy and his team at the University of California
have done it again. The team has discovered two more
planets that are somewhat smaller than the usual find.
Both planets are smaller than Saturn and orbit around
their stars in less than a year. According to Marcy, both
planets would be intolerable for any kind of life.
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The Warren Astronomical Society, Inc., is a local, non-profit organization of amateur astronomers. The Society holds meetings on the first Monday and third
Thursday of each month, starting at 7:30 p.m.
First Monday meeting:
Third Thursday meeting:
Cranbrook: Institute of Science
Macomb Community College
1221 North Woodward Ave
South campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan
14600 Twelve Mile Rd.
Warren, Michigan
Membership and Annual Dues
Student
College
Individual Family
$17.00
$22.00
$30.00
$37.00
Send membership applications and dues to the treasurer:
Joe Van Poucher
22164 Normandy
Eastpointe, MI 48021

The April computer meeting will be held at Gary Gathen's
home on Thursday, the 27th. His address is 21 Elm
Park. Three blocks south of the I-696 expressway and
about half a block west of Woodward in Pleasant Ridge.
The May computer meeting will be on the 25th. You can
reach Gary at 248-543-3366 for further information.

Senior Citizen
$22.00

Among the many benefits of membership are
Discount magazine subscription:
Astronomy
$29.00 (12 monthly issues)
Sky & Telescope
$29.95 (12 monthly issues)
Loaner telescopes (with deposit). See 2nd VP.
Free copy of each WASP newsletter.
Free use of Stargate Observatory.
Special interest subgroups. See chairpersons.
Free use of W.AS. library. See librarian.
Call list: don't miss unexpected events.
Free membership in Astronomical League, including Reflector newsletter.
More benefits are listed in Member Booklet
The Warren Astronomical Society Paper (WASP) is the official monthly publication
of the Society. Each new issue of the WASP is made available at the Macomb meeting on the third Thursday. Non-members will be charged $1.00 for each new issue.
Back issues, when available are free. Requests by other clubs to receive the WASP
and other correspondence should be addressed to the editor.
Articles for inclusion in the WASP are strongly encouraged and should be submitted
to the editor on or before the first Thursday of each month. Any format of submission
is accepted, however the easiest forms for this editor are files in plain text format,
and graphics in PCX format. Materials can either be transmitted in person, via US
Mail, via direct modem connection at the phone number listed below (call using voice
first), or E-mailed on the Internet to

bondono@iname.com and lordfred@gatecom.com

For further information on contribution, see or call the editor:
Jeff Bondono
51054 Kingwood
Shelby Twp., Michigan, 48316-4524

Disclaimer: The articles presented herein represent the opinion of their authors and
are not necessarily the opinion of the Warren Astronomical Society or this editor. The
WASP reserves the right to edit or deny publication of any submission.
Stargate Observatory is owned and operated by the Society. Located on the
grounds of Camp Rotary on 29 Mile Road, 1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank Road,
Stargate features a12.5 inch f/17 club built telescope under a steel dome. The observatory is open to all club members in accordance to the "Stargate Observatory
Rules" published in the member handbook. Those wishing to use the observatory
must call the 2nd VP by 7:00 p.m. on the evening of the session. The coordinates for
Stargate Observatory are 82° 56' 0.4' W, 42° 46' N.

JEFF (MEETING) from page 1

tronomy event to be given at Wilkenson Middle School
on April 12, Jamie Judd is the new editor of the WASP,
the club picnic on June 10, the Sierra club's star party on
June 9, Bob Halsall's observatory telescope usage program and Dave D'Onofrio's announcement of an upcoming GLAC public star party with an astronaut giving a
talk. Show and tell came next with Marty Kunz's presentation of solar prominences. Marty used the 6" refractor
at Cranbrook to shoot his video. A 6" dob scope was also
displayed. This telescope was constructed in a program
Bob Watt is involved in. Also given was a talk on the outer limits of the heliosphere and websites to view our active sun. The meeting concluded with a mirror-making
program given by Larry Kalinowski.

Library. The Society maintains a library of astronomy-related books and periodicals
at the Macomb meeting room. See the librarian, Louis Namee, to check out a book.
Special interest groups
Computers
Deep Sky
Lunar/Planetary
Solar
Math
Telescope
Variable Star
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The Swap Shop
This is a new column for those who are interested in
buying, trading or selling items. Call me at 810-7769720 or email me at larrykalinowski@yahoo.com if you
want to put an item for sale or trade in this section of
the WASP. The ad will run for six months. The month
and year the ad will be removed, is also shown.
FOR SALE. Questar 3.5 inch Maksutov-Cassegrain.
Five eyepieces, many accessories, including computer.
$2,9758
firm.
810-735-9313.
johnherrgott@earthlink.net. (11-00).
FOR SALE. Miyauchi B5-77, 20X77, semiapochromatic, astronomical binoculars with eyepieces
inclined 45 degrees. $1200 new, asking $675 firm.810735-9313.(11-00).
FOR SALE. Deep Sky 99, a star chart and database
program featuring the Hubble Guide Star catalouge.
$25. 810-776-9720.(11-00).

New Members
by Joe Van Poucker
Mark Bieniek Southgate, MI
Robert & Carol Sterling Heights, MI
Raymand Opida Warren, MI
Dennis & Dawn Allenton, MI
W.A.S. Anniversaries for May 2000:
12 years

Glenn Wilkins Troy, Mi
7 Years

FOR SALE. Two computer speakers, 80 watts. Volume, bass and treble controls. $15. 110 volt AC. 810776-9720.(11-00).

Marilyn A. Knak Sterling Heights, MI

FOR SALE. Exposure guides for the Sun, Moon, Planets, solar and lunar eclipses and more. Extinction tables. Calculating prime focus, afocal, negative and positive projection F ratios. ISO's from 4 to 3200.Seventyeight pages. $5.00, postpaid. 810-776-9720.(11-00).

6 Years

WANTED. Old eight or sixteen millimeter CSorC-mount
camera lenses, with focal lengths from 6 to 50 mm. 810
-776-9720. (8-00)

4 Years

FOR SALE. Sony Trinitron, 14 inch monitor, 0.25 mm
dot pitch. Great contrast, brightness and sharpness.
Screen is too small for me. $40.810-776-9720. (7-00).

John J.Thomas Macomb Twp., MI

Sybil Langdon Algonac, MI

Ben Tolbert Clinton Twp., MI

3 Years

FOR SALE. All the parts you need to modify a digital
clock into a sidereal clock (including the digital clock). A
copy of the March '88 Sky and Telescope build article
is included. $30. 810-776-9720. (6-00).

Dale Partin Ray, MI

FOR SALE. Hewlett Packard, 660 SE, inkjet printer,
with color and black ink cartridges. $50. 810-573-8699.
astroblain@aol.com.(6-00).

2 Years

FOR SALE. Sound Blaster, AWE 64 value, sixteen bit,
sound card, with 512K memory and 1MB ROM on
board, CD and instruction booklet. Upgradeable to 24
MB. $25, postpaid. 810-776-9720. (6-00).

David Rumble Warren, MI

Mark Young Bloomfield, MI
1 Year

Duane Birrell Warren, MI
Gerald Franklin Warren, MI
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Board Meeting

I'm Moving

by John Herrgott
A board meeting was held at the home of Blaine
McCullough on March 28, 2000. The agenda began
with a discussion on asking those members who have
email to accept issues of the WASP electronically.
Electronic distribution of the WASP will significantly
reduce publication and mailing costs. The club secretary will contact members who have email addresses.
The condition of the observatory was discussed and
there is general agreement that Stargate is in very
good shape. Preparations for the club's annual picnic at
the observatory were reviewed. The board requests
that articles for publication in the May edition of the
WASP be submitted no later than April 24. Also, the
club has a lecture commitment to 140 girl scouts at
Hawthorne Hollow. This event will take place on the
weekend of May 6-7. Besides members to help with
telescopes, the event needs a club volunteer to act as
leader and liaison with the scout leader. Two significant
items of new business were conducted by the board.
The club has purchased a used 8" SCT telescope complete with tripod and eyepieces. This should be a welcome addition to the club's observing arsenal at Stargate. Secondly, the board will seek club volunteers for
a committee to generate a workable proposal for a roll
off type observatory for our 22" telescope. After board
approval the plans will be presented to Metro park officials and hopefully construction will follow. No date was
set for the next board meeting.
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by Joe Van Poucker
Effective April 1st I am switching Internet providers.
Anyone that wishes to e-mail me can do so at
joevp@earthlink.net. This also means that the Variable
Star Subgroup's web page will be moving. The new
address is http://home.earthlink.net/~joevp/. I will be
leaving my old account active for about another month
to complete my move.
Also if you stop in to check out our web page be sure to
go to the link for the picture contest. The first person to
e-mail me the correct answer of what they think the
picture is wins a W.A.S. patch.
Clear Skies

Note from
Editor
by Jamie Judd
If you would like the give a talk at one of the meetings
in the future you can contact Marty Kunz either at the
meetings, by phone or e-mail. Just a reminder that I
would like to have all of your articles in by April 24th
2000 for May & June's newspaper. I would like to see
more articles in the newspaper we are only getting a
few of them. So if you have a articial that you would like
to have in the WASP please send them to me at lordfred@gatecom.com or you can mail them to me at
4127 Stephens / Warren MI 48091+1764.
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The third reason that is also important is that the 'laws
of conservation' are violated by the big bang concept
that the Universe started from an undefined quantity of
mass or energy that is inadequately defined. It would
appear that the big bang started from nothing or an
infinitely dense point source of mass that has no physical dimension. To me, this means nothing. Now if I redefine the conservation laws in my own words, they
would say, "Matter can not be created or destroyed but
can only be transformed". This would tell me that matter always existed! If matter always existed, than the
big bang could not have happened. We have continually regenerative infinitely old Universe. Incidentally, the
current 'Hubble Deep Fields" prove this contention
since I consider these fields to be from 20 to 30 billion
light years deep which would be an age that is twice as
old as the current big bang is supposed to be. If the
redshifts, angular sizes and magnitudes of the elliptical
galaxies in the northern field are correlated using M87
as a comparison sample, I am sure this can be proven
to be correct.

Why the Big Bang is
Fallacious
by Mike Cyrek
The first and most important reason that discredits the
big bang is the anomalous redshifts that Halton Arp has
discovered. The establishment astronomers claim it is a
chance alignment but I will cite three examples that
absolutely confirm Arp's hypothesis.
The first and most important example is NGC 7603.
refer to Sky & Telescope's April 1983 issue on page
307. The next most important is AM 2054-2210. The
third example is AM 0328-222. Notice in the last example that the smaller galaxy appears to have passed
through the larger galaxy and taken a good portion of
its stars with it. The first two examples are 100% conclusive as being at the same distance as the larger galaxies. The smaller galaxies are revolving around the
larger galaxies in a transverse motion to our line of
sight. The third example is about 99% conclusive.
I consider the above evidence to be sufficient enough
to refute the expansion of space. What then is the
cause of the observed redshifts? The electromagnetic
fields within the photon pulses cause the expansion!
The next reason that is also very important is that we
are portrayed as being in the center of the Universe
and they say that we would be in the center regardless
of where we would be in this Universe. The reason for
this is the equal expansion of the redshift in all directions from our point of view which obviously makes us
appear to be in the center. They use two dimensional
spherical space as proof of this hypothesis. This is a
false analogy. Three dimensional cubic space can not
be compared to two dimensional space. You will notice
that all three dimensional bodies have a single point
source of gravity. This is the center of those three dimensional bodies. Since our current Universe is a three
three dimensional structure, the only possible center to
this Universe can only be the point source of the initial
explosion. Uniform expansion can not be uniform in
each direction in this kind of Universe.
Looking in a transverse direction, you would have uniform expansion but when you look along the radial
lines of expansion relative to the center, the expansion
would vary from extreme at the point of the explosion to
a condensing Universe in the opposite direction because of gravitational attraction. Therefore, looking
along the transverse plane, expansion would be uniform but along the radial direction, the expansion would
vary. This then should refute the uniform expansion of
the redshif that made us appear to be in the center
should have been immediately 'suspected' because this
is a virtual impossibility since past observations have
proven that we are not in the center of our solar system, our galaxy and or the placement of the 'Local
Cluster' on the edge of the 'Virgo Supercluster'.
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WAS Calendar of Events
Get the latest-breaking events information at the club’s home page. Follow the Upcoming Events link from
http:www.eaglequest.com/~bondono/WAS/ and be sure to check the link at the bottom of that page to Doug Bock’s
NCO Schedule of Events.
Thu 20 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sat 29
May Mon 1

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory
7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science

Fri 5 - Mon 8

Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.

Fri 12

Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions: Virgo, Bootes,
Corona Borealis and Hercules. Begin with naked eye recognition of constellations, proceed to
binocular and small telescope objects, to deep sky objects of interest.

Sat 13

Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)

Sun 14

Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)

Thu 18 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Jun

Sat 27

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory

Fri 2 -

Mon 5

Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.

Fri 9

Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory, contingent on weather conditions: Scorpius, Sagittarius, and Ophiuchus. Begin with naked eye recognition of constellations, proceed to binocular and small telescope objects, to deep sky objects of interest.

Sat 10

Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)

Sun 11

Constellation Night at Stargate Observatory (see Friday's description)

Mon 5

7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science

Thu 15 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209

Jul

Fri 23– Sat 24

NCO Solstice Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory

Fri 30-

Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.

Wed 5

Mon 10 7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science
Thu 20 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sat 22

Aug Mon 7

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory
7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science

Thu 17 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sep Mon 11 7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science
Thu 21 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sat 23 - Mon Oct 1Boon Hill Fall Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.
??? 8th Annual Island Lake Star Party
Oct

Mon 2

7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science

Thu 19 7:30 pm Meeting: Macomb Community College South Campus, Bldg. B, Room 209
Sat 21

4:00 pm NCO Club meeting with Star Party to follow at Doug Bock's Northern Cross Observatory

Fri 27 - Mon 30 Boon Hill Star Party at Doug Bock’s Boon Site, west of Cadillac. BYO Everything.
Nov Mon 6
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7:30 pm Meeting: Cranbrook Institute of Science
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