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The WAS Picnic
The WAS multi-club picnic at the
Stargate observatory was a success, as
usual. Good food, skies and company. Who
could ask for more? Thanks to everyone
who helped make it happen.
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look up. A blanket, or a reclining chair or
lounge chair will help. A jacket. Bug spray.
You can see meteors all over the sky. The
Perseid meteors will be traceable back to a
point in the constellation of Perseus. But
you don't need to look at Perseus to see
them. It doesn't even have to be in the sky.
Bits of comet 109p Swift-Tuttle slam into
the atmosphere at about 60,000+ miles per
hour. Reports suggest from 20 per hour
(every three minutes) to 100 per hour
(nearly two per minute). Which says how
hard it is to predict what kind of a show it is.
A couple years ago, I went with friends to
watch meteors. We stayed out for 4 hours
and saw 16 Perseid meteors. Just 4 per
hour. The poor showing was due to a nearly
full Moon. The Moon set at 2 am, as the
The Perseids are Coming
Meteor shower watching is some of the clouds rolled in. And it was still a good time.
easiest astronomy one can do. One needs Remember to bring friends. - Stephen Uitti
clear, dark skies. OK, so maybe it's not
trivial here in Michigan. Bill's star party (see
last page for details) is indeed located for
dark skies. If it's clear, it will be awesome.
The Moon cooperates this year and sets
early, leaving the sky relatively darker than
is usual, August 12th and 13th.
From there it's a piece of cake. Simply
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The SWAP SHOP
This column is for those interested in buying,
trading or selling. Ads run for six months. The
month and year the ad will be removed is shown.
Submit ads to Stephen Uitti, 313 389-5609
publications@warrenastro.org.
FOR SALE: Blaine McCullough's 13” Telescope!
Mary Lou McCollough wishes to find Blaine's
telescope a good home. Hand built by Blaine and
Steve Greene, beautifully crafted truss dob has
excellent optics. Finder scope and telrad included.
$1000 or BO. Contact Bill Beers for details at
BEEZOLL@AOL.COM or 586-321-8207 [7-2010] FOR SALE: Celestron StarSeeker 114mm
FOR SALE: Late 1970's model Criterion RV-6 computerized telescope. 450 mm focal length.
Dynascope 6" Newtonian reflector. Original owner. Includes 5 eyepieces (6.3mm, 10mm, 17mm,
Well used, but good condition. Mirrors rarely 25mm, 40mm), 2X Barlow lens (11x - 143x),
cleaned and could use another cleaning. Original variable polarizing filter, 4 color filters, light
pier, German equatorial mount, setting circles, pollution filter, additional 6X30 finder scope, laser
finder scope and Ramsden eyepieces. Clock drive collimating tool, ac adapter plus the battery
motor died & replaced with a hand-made manual adapter, flashlight and cleaning brushes, and
slow-motion control. Includes hardware for accessory case. Mint condition. Was $750.00,
mounting a camera & solar projection screen. I can asking $425.00. Roger 1-313-585-7434, pick up
no longer lift it and am looking for something only. [1-2011]
smaller and lighter. Asking $200 or best offer.
Brian Klaus 586-731-0011 [1-2011]

WAS Club logo wear at WAS meetings

FOR SALE: Konusky-Motor 200
with Laser Alignment/Collimator.
This 8" Newtonian on a motorized
GE mount has a 1000mm focal
length. It comes with 10 mm (100x)
and 25 mm (40x) eyepieces. Was
$700
new.
Asking
$425.
wilfird@aol.com [12-2010]

(Photos and modeling by Jon Blum)

Diane Worth, dianewsky-night@yahoo.com or
FOR SALE: Meade Moto-focus for SCT’s. 248-980-7832 sells club logo clothing (hats,
Attaches to your current focuser knob, uses hand shirts, sweatshirts, jackets). Stephen Uitti
control to operate functions. Designed for a
brings a catalog of available items to meetings.
“classic” Meade scope, but may work with newer
models. Asking $ 10, includes mounting bracket
and screws. Interested: Saxon1066@comcast.net
or Fred Judd: (586) 489-0245 after 4 pm [10-2010]
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Observatory Rules

Dob Shed Improvements
Shelving
units were
installed in
the Dob
Shed. This
generally
reduces
clutter. Thanks to our volunteers. Just a
brief reminder that much of this equipment
is available for loan
to members.
Borrowing a 6 or 8
inch SCT, 4, 8 or 10
inch Dob or even
one of the small
refractors can help
you select a scope
that is right for you.
Take advantage of
this relatively unique
feature of the WAS.

1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements, such
as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least 2
hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if
it is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy,
but it clears up as the evening progresses.
-Bob Berta, 2nd VP
2010 Stargate Observatory Open House
Dates: Aug 21, Sept 11, Oct 16, Nov 13, Dec 11

Astronomical Phenomena - August 2010
Day
3
6
7
8
10
10
11
13
16
18
20
20
24
25
27

Event
LAST QUARTER
Moon furthest North (24.9°)
Mercury greatest elong E(27°)
Venus 2.7°S of Saturn
NEW MOON
Moon at perigee
Mercury 2.1°N of Moon
Mars 5.4°N of Moon, Perseid peak
FIRST QUARTER
Moon furthest South (-24.9°)
Venus greatest elong E(46°)
Neptune at opposition
Neptune 4.2°S of Full Moon
Moon at apogee
Uranus 5.8°S of Moon

2010 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
Aug 2, Sept 13 (not Labor Day), Oct 4, Nov 1,
Dec 6.
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
Aug 19, Sept 16 (Same week as Cranbrook),
October 21, Nov 18, Banquet Dec 16
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WAS 2010 Upcoming Presentations
Celestron Tour
2 Aug Jon Blum
Jim
Shedlowsky

McMath Hulbert Observatory
 Then and Now

19 Aug Tom Hagen

Observing the Effects of the
Sun on Our Atmosphere and
Magnetosphere by Radio

2 Aug

13 Sept

Bertin,
Kuchera,
Bailey, Shedlowsky

Treasurer's Report
Two new members in July.
We're tracking some 41 members that need to
renew. Reminders went by email and snail mail.
Insurance is done until next year.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES
We took in $160.43 this month and spent a
whopping $798.82 for a loss of $638.39 on the
month. We have $188.40 in cash and $4825.99 in
the bank account.
Income was primarily from donations/50-50
($82), memberships ($52), and $26 the 7 Ponds
club owed us from way back when for glow tape.
Expenditures were as follows:
$345 for additional insurance premium
$150 in officer reimbursement for mail and picnic
supplies
$267 in supplies for observatory upgrades
$36 in member reimbursement for food for workers
on observatory upgrades
NONPROFIT STATUS
I requested back bank statements for all of 2007
and have received most of them. I believe I have
all statements for 2008 and 2009. After I get
everything entered into a spreadsheet (I wish they
offered electronic downloads), we should be about
ready to file. I'm hoping to file in September.
- Jonathan Kade
Board Meeting, 5 July
Attendance: Gary Ross, Jon Blum, Bob Berta,
Stephen Uitti, Diane Hall, and Therese Oldani
1st VP: All talks for this year scheduled, 12 of 24
for 2011. Tonight is the 2nd of the new short talks
offered for Cranbrook meetings. No short talk for
September 13 due to the lengthy panel discussion.
2nd VP: Berta assessed the observatory, pier and
telescope that were part of an estate sale. Jim
Shedlowsky is interested in the offset pier; the
dome is a high-quality plastic dome and the estate
heirs want to move it quickly so the seaplane
hangar it is based it can be demolished. This
estate is a Henry Ford retreat. The telescope is
old, of unknown working condition.
– Continued next page--

Manned vs Unmanned
Space Exploration

16 Sept Dale Partin

Gravitational Waves

4 Oct

Phil Martin

General Relativity, Quantum
Reality, and Black Holes

21 Oct

Michael Foerster Mysterious Mars

Astronomy Events Calendar
August 7 – FAAC multi-club picnic!
August 5-8 - Stellafane in Vermont.
August 21 Seven Ponds multi- Summer Cookout!
August 21 Stargate/Wolcott Mill event, 7pm to
11pm.
September 17-18 - Astronomy at the Beach.
October 2-10 - Okie-Tex star party: Oklahoma.
October 7-10 - Hidden Hollow star party at Warren
Rupp Observatory in Ohio.
October 7-10 - Great Lakes Star Gaze.
December 16 – WAS Annual Banquet &
Presentation - Mark John Christensen
th

Oakland Astronomy Club newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html

Clear skies,

- Bill MacIntosh

Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds
Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More
information about upcoming meetings, maps to
Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at at
http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me
know if you might attend so that appropriate plans
can be made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines
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July 17th is the regular Stargate Open House.
The WAS picnic is July 10th, at 5 PM; we will
officially not provide meat but Bob Berta will
provide snacks and finger foods. Gary Ross will
also bring something. There will be a tent in case
of inclement weather or sunshine. Attendees are
advised to bring ice and ice chests, chairs, and a
"dish to pass."
Berta researched the Tasco donated to the club
at the June Cranbrook meeting. It is one of only
four known in the world-- a Japanese-made F-8.5
of unique design.
Publications: The July WASP has been
published. The new Orion Sky Scanner 100 is in.
2nd VP is pleased that the WASP in its current form
is entirely membership-driven without external
content. Uitti is satisfied with formatting.
Outreach: We're invited to the Ford Amateur
Astronomy Club picnic, at Island Lake State Park
on August 7th. Bill Beers hosts a Perseid Star
Party the following week, wrapping up the 15th.
Old business: Jon Blum moves to authorize
payment of up to $1,000 dollars for the year for our
insurance and complete this piece of business.
Ross asks if Blum has any priority in payment.
Blum is under the impression that we have already
paid $600.00 toward the bill and that we need to
pay a bill of approximately $300.00 to close out the
bill for the year. No further discussion on this
matter. Vote taken-- 4 in favor, 1 against (Ross).
Oldani and Kade not present.
New business: Hall asks what is to be done about
the library. Since the current venue isn't going to
change soon, Uitti will pursue getting "our" library
situated at the library in which our current room is
hosted. In any event Uitti and Hall both support
sorting through the library contents and possibly
removing obsolete material from circulation. Oldani
suggests we offer such material to members or at
the Kensington Star Party.
Ross cautions that we need to ensure that we
have access to the room at every MCC meeting -Berta already saved us from such an omission
earlier in the year.

Ross cautions that we need more attendance at
Macomb meetings. However, the room is already
at capacity and we have seen increased
attendance since shifting venues. Berta suggests
looking outside Macomb; Blum suggests collecting
bridge chairs and inserting them in the rows. Blum
suggests substituting water for pop in reaction to
complaints re: spillage.
Hall speaks in favor of keeping ties to MCC or at
least to Macomb County; we are the Warren
Astronomical Society and decamp to Oakland
County we are in effect retreating from half our
service territory.
A snack lecture will be given tonight re: spillage,
trash, cigarette butts.
Oldani will give away two shirts at the picnic;
Blum has two Celestron shirts to donate as well.
We should hold a fifty-fifty raffle at the picnic to
distribute these goodies. Meeting adjourned at
7:25.
- Minutes, Diane Hall
WAS Cranbrook General Meeting , 5 July
48 present .
President: Welcome and introductions were made
by all.
1st VP: Jon Blum manned or unmanned space
exploration panel scheduled for September 13th.
Long talk presentations are filled through
January 2011. Short talks are scheduled for
Cranbrook at First Monday meetings, email
FirstVP@warrenastro.org if you are interested.
2nd VP: Email was sent out about an observatory
with some items for sale. See WASP for details.
Annual Picnic is July 10th at Stargate.
Secretary: 9 units of Warrenastro.org pencils have
been purchased to use for upcoming Astronomy
Day and events. We are looking for help to set up
canopy for Picnic starting at 5pm.
Treasury: We are welcoming two new members
this month. Jonathan reported income and
expenses balance of books.
Publications: July WASP is on-line. Stephen
presented recently purchased Orion First scope.
This is to be used with outreach so the public can
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use and not be afraid to touch the more advanced
expensive scopes. It's also 6.2 pounds. Stephen
gave a quick run through on how to use it. It will be
at our upcoming picnic July 10th at Stargate.
Outreach: Starting July 6th through the 19th John
Kirchoff announced a sale at Rider’s Ryder Shop in
Ypsilanti.
FAAC Picnic on Aug 7th at Island Lake State
Park.
Bill Beers Cadillac star party August 10 – 15th.
Seven Ponds Picnic - August 21 @ 6 pm, at the
Seven Ponds Nature Center (3854 Crawford Road,
Dryden, MI). See this:
http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/
Kensington Astronomy at the Beach Star Party
Sept 10 and 11th.
http://www-personal.umich.edu/~dgs/kensington/
Gladwin Great Lakes Star Gaze Oct 7 – 10
Solar Observation - Single spot on the sun,
twice the size of the earth.
Discussion - Gary Gathen announced the recent
topics at on 4th Thursday discussion group.
In the news: Given by Mike O’Dowd: Epilon
Aurigae - a strange Eclipsing Binary, in Auriga.
Super giant F type, 15 solar masses, 2000 light
years distance.124 million miles in diameter.
Other Observations: See Pluto until July 8th
over Bernard 92 (a dark cloud obscures
background stars).
Dayton Ohio 13th National Mars Convention –
August 5th – 8th
Short Talk Presentation: The nature of
disappointment in Astronomy, Formerly Our Kitt
Peak Experience by Debra Chaffins.
Main Presentation: Gary Gathen spoke on
Librations of Moons. Gary presented a slide show
with definitions and descriptions of the various
librations of Earth's moon and their effects on the
amount of the moon's surface visible from Earth.
- Therese Oldani

Macomb Meeting, July 16, 2010
1st VP: Presiding at this meeting in the absence of
Gary Ross. Speakers are scheduled for all of the
long talks for 2010 and half of them in 2011. We
need more volunteers for short talks this year and
some of the long talks next year.
Sheila Bennett Judd is our new Hospitality
chairperson, and she will schedule who will bring
snacks to every meeting. We need volunteers to
bring snacks, please contact Sheila.
2nd VP: Bob Berta provided pix of the Meade
telescope for sale at the former private
observatory.
Treasurer: Two new members joined in June. We
garnered some referral fees from the Amazon
store on the website-- eleven dollars. Jonathan
explains how to use the online store to provide us
money.
End of June-- We had income of $536.50 and
expenses of $170.67, for a net gain of $365.83. At
of the end of the month, we had funds of $5685.73:
$405.19 in cash and $5186.98 in the bank. Still
working on new iteration of membership cards and
the old ones are still available-- see Jonathan.
50/50 raffle tonight-- we have burned through a
whole roll of tickets, so congratulations.
Bill Beers has a question about the Big Dob and
insurance. The Big Dob is covered when it is offsite
but when it is in transit it is covered by the hauler's
insurance-- they would have to file a claim with
their company and then their insurance company
would coordinate with the W.A.S. insurance.
Outreach: FAAC Picnic at Island Lake State Park,
8/7, Seven Ponds cook-out on 7/21. Bill Beer's
Perseid Star Party from August 10-15.
Then, Kensington Astronomy on the Beach from
9/17-9/18, and Great Lakes Star Gaze from 10/710/10.
In the news: total solar eclipse and Ken Bertin's
eclipse-viewing tips. Fred Espenak saw it from a
plane.
Cell phone expansion poses challenge to radio
astronomers.
Dark matter may be at the center of the sun.
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Smoke detector isotope to power space probes.
Plutonium shortage makes alternatives to
plutonium-powered things necessary.
Mike O'Dowd-- shows video of reentry of
Hayabusa above Australia as a follow-up to last
meeting's In The News.
Speaker of the Night: Bob Berta, current 2nd VP.
Presentation began at 8:33 PM.
NASA: Lost In Space-- the excitement of the
Apollo days and the first moon landing, and how
NASA lost that spark.
Members offer reminiscences about the Apollo
Program and their experiences.
28 people attended. Dick Gala provided snacks.
- Bob Berta and Diane Hall
Wolcott Mill & Stargate Open House
A joint event with Wolcott Mill at the Stargate
observatory will be held on the 21st of August, from
7 to 11 pm. We have the use of the building by the
river. Wolcott staff will be on hand to do kid's crafts,
etc. We will have presentations, Astro 101, and
observing if the weather cooperates. - Bob Berta
Metamora
The scouts finished the roll-off roof observatory
at D-A scout camp in Metamora. I have been
planning this with Sid Keeler. Sid came to a WAS
meeting and described their dream. Next step is to
put a mount and telescope in it. They are going to
have a first rate observatory. At this time they are
aiming to put a 14" SCT on a Piertech pier that will
be motorized so they can raise the scope up and
down to accommodate scouts in wheelchairs. They
plan to equip it with a Stellacam III so they can
output a video signal to a monitor for those that are
still unable to get to the scope.
Once done they will be asking local clubs to
assist on observing nights in exchange for
observing time for club members.
- Bob Berta
August Talks
The short talk on August 2 will be by Jon Blum:
“Tour of the Celestron Factory.”
The main presentation: McMath - Hulbert
Observatory Then and Now, is given by Jim
Shedlowski.

This is the story of the McMath-Hulbert
Observatory, a local landmark of significant historic
scientific note. It relates how three amateur
astronomers, searching for a better way to do
public outreach, built an observatory which went on
to become the world’s foremost solar observation
facility. The presentation will review the facility, its
history, achievements and its past connections to
the worldwide astronomical community. Finally, it
will describe the current physical status of the
Observatory (with a pictorial tour ) and the ongoing
activities to preserve, restore and make use of it.
Tom Hagen will speak about “Observing the
Effects of the Sun on Our Atmosphere and
Magnetosphere by Radio” at the Macomb meeting
of the Warren Astronomical Society on August 19,
2010. Tom is the president of the Oakland
Astronomy Club.
Astrophotography Seminar
For those interested. ----$5 to cover costs. This is a
re-post of a notice at Michigan Astronomy Yahoo
group:
Announcing an "Astrophotography Night" out at
Fox Park Observatory near Potterville, Saturday
August 21st from 3pm.
Everything will be hosted in the observatory. A
projector is available for any talks that need it and
there are plenty of power outlets. After the talks,
we can set up scopes and the more experienced of
us can help the less experienced set up, etc. Once
the sun sets, we can take some photos of the
Moon and the brighter objects with again the more
experienced helping the newbies.
3pm-6pm Talks by experienced imagers. Clay
Kessler volunteered to possibly do a short talk on
processing, Bob can do one on polar alignment.
More volunteers are welcome and appreciated.
6pm-7pm: Dinner (bring a dish to pass. A grill is
available if needed to warm up food, etc.)
7pm-dusk: Set up and equipment, discussions.
Dusk till we're done: Mostly imaging, some
observing if interested. Fox has 3 scopes we can
use as well as 2 dobs that will be available.
- Bob Berta
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