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Spring Cadillac West Review
WAS Picnic
th
We had a great time, June 8-13 at Bill's
The 2010 Warren Astronomical Society club
Cadillac West Spring Star Party. The weather was (and inter-club) picnic is at 5 pm on July 10th.
pretty bad... only one night of semi decent seeing.
And even that night was limited pretty much to
visual observing, since the clouds kept ruining the
images that the astro-photographers were trying to
get. About 15-18 people attend over the whole
event. Despite the weather, we kept busy eating,
socializing, taking pictures of local wild life with
Kippens Critter-Cam, solving puzzles, scratching
bug bites (they were out in force), Geocaching,
eating, mountain biking, did I mention eating yet ;-)
This year's picnic will be similar to last year as
far as food. The club provides everything except
hamburgers
and
hotdogs.
Members
are
encouraged to bring dishes, sweets, salads, etc. to
pass, though this is not required. For those who
wish to buy food on the way over I recommend
Vince and Joes as an excellent deli that can
provide a wide assortment of hot or cold foods,
pizza, etc. It is located just South of 27 Mile road
on Romeo Plank. Our BBQ will be available for
attendees to cook. BBQ space is limited.
Feel free to stay as late as you like. They never
The Fall event has been rescheduled from
kick us out. This is an excellent opportunity to
November to August 10-15. The Perseid meteor
schmooze, check out club instruments, and
shower is that week also. See the flier – last page.
compare gadgets, and get help on your bleeding
- Bob Berta
edge objects and celestial navigation. But
remember, it's a state park, so no alcohol.
1

The SWAP SHOP
This column is for those interested in
buying, trading or selling. Ads run for
six months. The month and year the
ad will be removed is shown. Submit
ads to Stephen Uitti, 313 389-5609
publications@warrenastro.org.

Observatory Rules

FOR SALE: Blaine McCullough's 13” Telescope!
Mary Lou McCollough wishes to find Blaine's
telescope a good home. Hand built by Blaine and
Steve Greene, beautifully crafted truss dob has
excellent optics. Finder scope and telrad included.
$1000 or BO. Contact Bill Beers for details at
BEEZOLL@AOL.COM or 586-321-8207
[72010]
FOR SALE: A Meade Moto-focus for SCT’s.
Attaches to your current focuser knob, uses hand
control to operate functions. Designed for a
“classic” Meade scope, but may work with newer
models. Asking $ 10, includes mounting bracket
and screws. Interested: Saxon1066@comcast.net
or Fred Judd: (586) 489-0245 after 4 pm [10-2010]
WAS Club logo wear at WAS meetings

1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements, such
as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2 nd VP at least 2
hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if
it is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy,
but it clears up as the evening progresses.
-Bob Berta, 2nd VP

(Photos and modeling by Jon Blum)

Diane Worth, dianewsky-night@yahoo.com or 2482010 WAS Meetings
980-7832 sells club logo clothing (hats, shirts,
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
sweatshirts, jackets). Stephen Uitti brings a catalog
July 5, Aug 2, Sept 13 (not Labor Day), Oct 4, Nov
of available items to meetings.
1, Dec 6.
2010 Stargate Observatory Open House
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
Dates: Apr 24, May 22, June 19, July 17, Aug 21,
July 15, Aug 19, Sept 16 (Same week as
Sept 11, Oct 16, Nov 13, Dec 11
Cranbrook), October 21, Nov 18, Banquet Dec 16
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Short Talks at Cranbrook
Cranbrook meetings of the WAS have a new
program. A short (10-15 minute) more basic talk is
added to our standard full-length (45-60 minute)
talks. If considering presenting either short or fulllength talks at a future meeting, please email
firstvp@warrenastro.org.
-Jon Blum, 1st VP
Astronomical Phenomena - July 2010

Astronomy Events Calendar
July 10 – WAS mutli-club Picnic! Starts 5 pm.
August 7th – FAAC multi-club picnic!
August 5-8 - Stellafane in Vermont.
August 21 Seven Ponds multi- Summer Cookout!
September 17-18 - Astronomy at the Beach.
October 2-10 - Okie-Tex star party: Oklahoma.
October 7-10 - Hidden Hollow star party at Warren
Rupp Observatory in Ohio.
October 7-10 - Great Lakes Star Gaze.

Day Event

1
3
4
6
6
9
10
11
12
13
16
18
21
22
23
26
27
28
30
31

Moon at apogee
Uranus 5.9°S of Moon
LAST QUARTER
Mercury 4.9°S of Pollux
Earth at aphelion (farthest from the Sun)
Moon furthest North 25°
Venus 1.0°N of Regulus
NEW MOON Eclipse (Pacific Ocean)
Mercury 3.9°N of Moon
Moon at perigee
Mars 5.6°N of Moon
Spica 3.1°N of Moon, FIRST QUARTER
Antares 1.8°S of Moon
Moon furthest South -25°
Pluto 5.8°N of Moon
FULL MOON
Mercury 0.3°S of Regulus
Neptune 4.2°S of Moon, Moon at apogee
Uranus 5.9°S of Moon
Mars 1.8S of Saturn
WAS 2010 Upcoming Presentations

December 16 – WAS Annual Banquet & Presentation Mark John Christensen

Oakland Astronomy Club newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html

Clear skies,
- Bill MacIntosh
Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds
Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More
information about upcoming meetings, maps to
Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at at
http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me
know if you might attend so that appropriate plans
can be made. Any questions, please contact me. John Lines

July Talks
The short talk on July 5 will be by Debra
Chaffins. Debra and Brian have been members for
one year and this is her first presentation to our
5 July Debra Chaffins Astronomical Disappointment club. Her topic is The Nature of Disappointment in
Astronomy.
5 July Gary Gathen
Librations of Moons
Gary Gathen will be our main speaker at the July 5
15 July Bob Berta
NASA - Lost in Space?
meeting. His topic is Librations of Moons. This
slide show presents definitions and descriptions of
Celestron Tour
2 Aug Jon Blum
the various librations of Earth's moon and their
McMath Hulbert Observatory
2 Aug Jim
effects on the amount of the moon's surface visible
- Then and Now
Shedlowsky
from Earth. It also briefly describes librations of
Kuchera, Manned vs Unmanned
13 Sept Bertin,
many of the other solar system's moons, many of
Bailey, Shedlowsky Space Exploration
which don't exhibit librations.
16 Sept Dale Partin
Gravitational Waves
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One Night in Bankok & the Tough Man Tumbles 2010 with my telescope. Mom would not have

approved. Had things changed in a decade; had my
memories been a malarial dream? Nothing had
changed! I was reminded -- pounding in my brain -- of
"Bankok," out of CHESS. "One night in Bankok and the
hard man's humbled . . .." But the Moon at a day past
full was now above the buildings, really inviting, so I set
up on a N.W. corner for a good view. Unexpectedly, the
18 mm. Bobwat Eyepiece showed her well. People
came. One fellow, seeing the can used as an objective
cover, dug into his pocket offering to pay, but I
restrainedly waved him off. "If I were a religious
man . . . I would not charge for preaching the Gospel"
was the out. Some of the stoppers-by were visibly drunk
or just flyin', hence at my level.
Given elevation and location seeing was remarkably
good at 30X, the crenelation of the new terminator on
the left. I told people we had missed the eclipse by
about twenty hours -- but if I set up the telescope
maybe it would come back. This hypothesis was met
with total disbelief if not derision.
Words like "cool" and "awesome" were used, and a
good assessment. How one can forget his own first
view of a big Moon at magnification? Finally I fell in with
an urbane couple of middle years with whom I
discussed Eratosthenes's measurement of the
circumference of the Earth and the social cataclysm of
the First World War. Austro-Hungary, Wilhelm II, and
Bush II came in for special punishment. The ancient
Greeks got rave reviews. Would I have to call the police
to get them off me? . . . but instead I decently closed up
the refractor and slung it over a shoulder as might an
arquebusier. They were a stimulating way to close out a
night of "sidewalk" astronomy.
French colonial policy would deem it a Civilising
Mission, accordingly it is now my corner in downtown
Royal Oak. Stay tuned for the inevitable turf war. "I feel
the devil walkin' next to me!" (Freeze and lights out.)
- Gary Ross

Can it be Bob Berta might create a better world?
Admittedly the notion is a stretch, but Jesus and
Muhammad did not show much promise, either. Yes,
Berta made his contribution on the hot evening of
Saturday, 26th of June, but the Grand Rapids
Astronomical Association did too. Call it spiritual growth,
and in that order:
i) Berta is a Californian enjoying a history with the
"Sidewalk Astronomers" of San Francisco. The Lady
"hates" the place " 'cause it's cold and it's damp," why
she is a "tramp." Ouch. ii) Last spring the Grand Rapids
Astronomical Association did a night of Moon/ Saturn
viewing for the public all over the metropolitan area
broadly defined. I was assigned to the corner on Main
Street, Lowell, where stands a local icon and my natural
habitat, Larkin's Saloon.
Whereas Bob served proudly (and maybe even well)
with the Sidewalk Astronomers, I fell flat last April.
Incarcerated on a back child support charge, hence
could not deploy my telescope on the appointed night.
The Probate Court "balanced the equities" and found
mine wanting.
But I made up for it on 26th June. Since it was
cheaper than a pilgrimage to Lourdes, I took my 50 mm.
refractor in hand, the same telescope with which I have
blazed a trail of glory with Riyad's "Hands On Group,"
and headed to Main Street in downtown Royal Oak.
Even by my debased standards, this was a vision of the
End of Mankind.
Flash-back to perhaps 1999, another hot week-end
night. I walked the sultry pavements of downtown Royal
Oak. What presented itself was a twisted future, a
veritable dystopia. How could the twentieth century end
like this? Who were these depraved creatures? What
had happened since 1950? Where was I? Fifty years
earlier, Main Street in Lowell would be crowded with
people looking to see and be seen, the cars crawling
along the avenida and people hanging about the angle
parking. The farmers of Kent-Ionia would look like firstworld people enjoying a triumphant civilization poised to
get even better. But Royal Oak in the fin de sèicle, one
felt as if this were the Raj, or Batavia in the East Indies,
or Dar-es-Salaam, German East Africa.
Experiencing a little frisson I faced Main Street in
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June 7th, 2010 WAS Board Meeting
Officers Present: Bob Berta, Gary Ross, Stephen
Uitti, Jonathan Kade, Diane Hall, Jon Blum,
Therese Oldani
Guests: Ken Bertin, Bob Watt, Jason Daniels,
Brian Klaus and Marty Kunz
President: See Cranbrook General Meeting notes.
1st VP: Jon Blum reported that the scheduled for
presentations is filled through January 2011.
A new addition of 10 or 15 minute short talks
before break before our major talk. Contact Jon if
you are interested in presenting a formal or
informal 10 to 15 minutes for the upcoming
meetings into 2011. Tonight we are beginning a
short talk before the Main Presentation.
2nd VP: Next Open house is June 19th. There was
discussion of inventory at Stargate.
Publications: June Publication is soon to go out.
Outreach: WAS received an invitation to
Tahquamenon Falls for outreach. We are looking
for club volunteers. Email invites were sent.
August 7 – Ford Amateur Astronomy Club Picnic
Treasurer: Accounts are receiving checks from
new members and renewals. Club also received
$124 in donations during club meetings.
New Business:
Insurance – Discussion around the coverage and
cost to Stargate’s inventory.
A motion was made to decline the insurance on the
DOB if it is half of the cost of annual insurance.
There was not a second motion.
Meeting adjourned 7:32 pm.
- Therese Oldani
June 7th Cranbrook General Meeting
Meeting opened at 7:32 pm, 50 present
President: Introductions were made of general
club members. We are looking for a new place for
club meetings at Macomb.
1st VP: Jon Blum gave an overview of
presentation's structure for meetings in every
month. Jonathan informed members of different
ways to find out about events found by Internet.

2nd VP: A quick introduction to our observatory at
Rotary Park and the upcoming ASTRONOMY DAY
on April 24th starting at 6pm was given. There will
be presentations and crafts for all ages. Bob Berta
announced the free time for observation from
Photo win and to contact him for interest.
Rick Kovari presented a
telescope as donation from
the generosity of Ray
Chaplin from Highland
Michigan: 6 “ reflecting
TASCO telescope with
equatorial mount.
Secretary:
Some
professional
number
crunching and talk around
the coverage and cost to
Stargate inventory. We are
weighing out numbers, opinion and thought about
income in and expense on the club.
Thanks to Debra Chaffins for snacks tonight. If
club members wish to bring snacks, you will be
reimbursed.
Treasurer: 54 people attended the Hubble Imax
3D at Ford Imax at Greenfield. Well attended by
Ford, Seven Ponds and members from Ann Arbor's
Lowbrow.
50:50 Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 dollars.
The Orion telescope that was ordered by the
club in May has not come in yet.
Publications: May WASP is not out yet.
Outreach: Oakland Macomb events had four
activities during Astronomy Day on April 24,
Metro Park: Evening events with Seven Ponds
and Ford clubs, want volunteers from 6 pm - 10pm
Wolcott Mill: starting at 6 pm throughout the
evening, weather permitting .
4-H, Oakland County Fair for looking for solar
scope volunteers .
July 10 will be our annual picnic
– Continued Next Page -5

Hands-on: Riyad reported next observation at
Wolcott Mill/Rotary park to observe double stars at
next open house June 19.
Solar: Marty reported no Solar Activity.
Star Parties:
Cadillac Star Party to be held June 8 - June 13
hosted by Bill Beers.
Second party moved from Nov to Aug 10 – 15th
Astronomy at the Beach Sept 10-11 Kensington
Great Lakes Star Gaze October 7-10 Gladwin
In the news: Reported on events and current news
on space, including news from LHC and the
quantum world to icy moon and "missing matter"
articles.
Short Presentation by Fred Gluckson on Dust
from a Comet: NASA’s Comet Sample Return
Mission, STARDUST from Wild 2 Comet, in
January, 2006 over Utah. The use of technology
and Aerogel capturing stardust for three billion
miles.
Presentation: Main speaker is guest James Van
Prooyen from Grand Rapids, speaking about
“Radio Astronomy You Can Do”.
Meeting adjourned 9:45pm
- Therese Oldani
17 June Macomb General Meeting
Meeting Opened 7:30 pm 47 general attendance
Officers Present: Bob Berta, Jonathan Kade,
Diane Hall, Jon Blum, Therese Oldani
Introductions were made.
Officer’s Reports:
1st VP: There will be a panel schedule in the fall
that will answer any Astronomical question that
members may have. If you are interested in
contributing questions for our panel this fall, email
them to Jon at FirstVP@warrenastro.org.
Manned vs Unmanned Space Exploration panel
moved to September 13th at Cranbrook at 7:30pm.
2nd VP: Next Open house is June 19th. There will
be outreach to the scouts group.
A donation made to the Club by Ray Chaplin of

Highland: TASCO 6” Reflector telescope, in
excellent condition.
July 10th, 5pm is Club Annual Picnic as
Stargate. Club provides drinks and snacks. Feel
free to bring a dish to pass. Bring a chair.
Treasurer: In April $265 increase. 50/ 50 raffle at
Break today.
Outreach: Tahquamenon Falls – event , four night
event July 1 through 4th. See Bill Kipin
Aug 7th Astronomy Picnic with Oakland, Ford and
Seven Ponds clubs, at Island Lake State park near
Kensington.
Star Party: Bill Beers reported on the 9th annual
Spring Star Party this last weekend.
Fall Party is moved from First week Nov to Aug 10
through the 15.
Observing reports: Comet McNaught early in the
morning by members, and Thurs morning at Star
party in Cadillac.
Keynote speaker: Dave Bailey and the topic of his
presentation was White Dwarfs: Smaller than the
Moon? How many of these little objects are there?,
How do they generate their energy? How soon will
they run out of fuel? And, Are white dwarf starts
really white?
-Therese Oldani
Over 40 Mosquito Bite Itch Relief Tips
Gotta stand in a field of grass and mosquitoes just
because the skies are darker there? ...
Household Items To Relieve Itching
1. Rub a bar of soap over the itch. I just tried this
(Ivory soap) and the relief was near instant. I used a dry
bar of soap directly on the skin, but I also have notes
that you can spritz a bite with water and then run bar of
soap over area-or use a wet bar of soap.
2. Place a piece of scotch tape on the bite; or dab
rubbing alcohol or ammonia on the bite first then stick
on a piece of tape.
3. Hot water: Take a hot shower, or a hot bath, or
apply a hot compress. As hot as you can stand it
without burning you.
4. Ice cube, ice pack or very cold water
– Continued Next Page --
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Dabbers For Itch Relief
The quicker you can apply one of the remedies
below, the faster the relief. These are topical
suggestions, apply directly to the bite area.
1. Nail Polish
2. Strong tea mixed with rubbing alcohol
3. Toothpaste (works for me)
4. Mouthwash
5. Vinegar (apply directly to bite or take a hot bath
with 2 cups of vinegar in the water)
6. Honey
7. Underarm deodorant (solid or roll-on) - apply
directly to bite area
8. Rubbing Alcohol
9. Ammonia
10. Bleach
11. Tea: Use a hot tea bag or a cotton ball soaked in
hot tea to dab on bite area
Paste Applications
Mix these fresh then apply to bite as soon as
possible. The consistency should be nice and thick so it
won't run, yet will still stay in place on the affected area.
You could also spritz bite with water then apply
grains/powders directly (generously) and rub them in.
1. Baking Soda & Water (works for me)
2. Meat Tenderizer & Water
3. Salt & Water (works for me)
4. Epsom Salt & Water (could also do this as a foot
soak if it's the ankle/foot area affected)
5. Tums Tablets: crush and add a few drops of water
6. Aspirin: crush then add a few drops of water
7. Aspirin - crush then apply a few drops of rubbing
alcohol
Commercial Product Lotions, Creams & Applications
(Apply directly to mosquito bite area. )
1. Calamine Lotion
2. Benadryl Cream
3. Orajel
4. Anbesol
5. Caladryl
6. Vicks VapoRub (works for me)
7. Preparation H (works for me)
8. Lucas Papaw Ointment
9. Tiger Balm
10. Bag Balm

11. Gold Bond Medicated Cream (or the Gold Bond
Medicated Powder)
12. Mylanta (heartburn relief product)
13. After Bite
Essential Oils For Itch Relief
Apply full strength directly to bite area. There are
concerns about using essential oils on children and preteens, especially repeated use.
1. Tea Tree Oil
2. Lavender Oil
3. Witch Hazel (astringent)
4. Cedar Oil
Leaf Applications
(Crush the fresh leaves roughly then apply to bite
area )
1. Basil
2. Plantains (Plantago)
Fruity Applications
(Use fresh fruit & apply directly to bite )
1. Lemon Juice
2. Lemon Slice
3. Lime Juice
4. Lime Slice
5. Banana Peel (rub inside of peel on bite)
Extra Tips:
* If a remedy doesn't provide fast relief, don't despair.
Give it another try, sometimes it will take 2 or 3
applications before it kicks in.
* The itch from mosquito bites comes from the saliva
of the mosquito that it injects into you as it feasts on
your blood. There are several dozen different species of
mosquitoes and you may react to some species bites
more than others.
* If large swelling occurs (like welts), contact a doctor
or pharmacist for suggestions (especially if it's a child
with a strong reaction). It could be an allergy to the bite.
It's important to watch the throat for swelling and get
treatment asap.
- COURTESY OF: www.tipnut.com
- Greg Ozimek, Dearborn, FAAC Webmaster
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