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President Speaks!

expectations, to regard this facility is to admire the
founders of our Society who are all gone now. A
recent notable benefactor, Mark D. Kalinowski of
New Jersey, told me that he recalls as a young
boy going out to the county with his father, Larry. I
do not doubt some of the warmth of his regard can
be found in the memories of Stargate.
The parks people and the visiting public expect
something like Stargate and they shall have it.
Last year I told a Society meeting that
observatories are a weighty obligation. Much fun
there is in contemplating and planning. Once in
place, then the "slog" begins, first maintenance,
then repair. There is nothing in this department I
have not seen in other venues. Come out on the
ninth before the festivities begin and do your bit.
Recollection possibly off somewhat, but Eric
Hoffer wrote that civilization hangs on the same
hook as the janitor's broom.
- G. M. Ross

"Now there's only one man
To lead any workers' regime.
He lives for your troubles.
He shares your ideals and your dream. . . .."
-- Tim Rice
9 July will be the annual picnic, an event which
speaks to the collegiality and enduring
cohesiveness of the W.A.S. Fifty years cannot be
wrong. A Marxist would call it "historical
necessity," but I think it a product of clever,
sharing people having a right good time.
There is another not so small matter, to wit:
Stargate. On the ninth we will tuck into our
continuing obligation thereto by tearing out
structural woodwork and further sealing the
envelope against water, because the observatory
must be preserved. I have opined it should be on
Michigan's historical register (although the park
authorities might have a different view). This work
will be performed starting in the morning. Duly
prepare to get dirty.
The Warren Astronomical Society had been
founded only ten years before Stargate was
finished, and with all respects to the Rotary Club
on whose land it was erected, the observatory was
the progeny of applied vision, an obra maestra.
Perhaps quaint by to-day's high falutin'

Cranbrook Meeting Date
Our Cranbrook meeting in July will be
one week later than usual because of
the July 4th holiday. Our meeting will
be on the 2nd Monday, July 11.
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Transporting Dolly. Purchase price: $3,500.
Asking price: $1,950. Contact Al McDonald, 248
343-1643. [11-2011]

The SWAP SHOP
This column is for those interested in
buying, trading or selling. Ads run for
six months. The month and year the
ad will be removed is shown. Submit
ads to Stephen Uitti, 313 389-5609
publications@warrenastro.org.

FOR SALE: Celestron Ultima 2000, an 8"
Schmidt-Cass go-to scope. It's in good shape,
works well, and has fine optics. Includes hard
case. Asking $900. Contact Bob Zinke, 586-2640884, email: r1d3z@yahoo.com [7-2011]
FOR SALE: Late 1970's model Criterion RV-6
Dynascope 6" Newtonian reflector. Original owner.
Well used, but good condition. Mirrors rarely
cleaned and could use another cleaning. Original
pier, German equatorial mount, setting circles,
finder scope and Ramsden eyepieces. Clock drive
motor died & replaced with a hand-made manual
slow-motion control. Includes hardware for
mounting a camera & solar projection screen. I
can no longer lift it and am looking for something
smaller and lighter. Asking $200 or best offer.
Contact Brian Klaus 586-731-0011 [7-2011]

FOR SALE: 14 eyepieces: 5 mm Ortho, 7 mm,
7.4 mm Tele Vue, 8 mm RKE, 12 mm EDSCORP,
University 12.5mm illuminated plossl, 16 mm
University Konig, 17 mm Tele Vue, 18 mm
Criterion, 23 mm & 24 mm University Plossl, 25
mm super plossl, 26 mm, 40 mm University plossl.
Barlows: Criterion CP-4 2 No. 2 focal reducer. x,
Meade variable tele 2x-3x
Video eyepiece, SBIG ST-5C , SBIG ST-7
JMI Moto-focus
Scopes: 80 mm refractor - 400 mm FL (below)
Meade 102 mm SCT 1000 mm FL.
Celestron 45 degree diagonal
Contact Brian Johnston at 248-622-6612 or
Bjohnston47@comcast.net [12-2011]

FOR SALE: Discovery PDHQ 12.5” Dob
Telescope, f5 (94% Pyrex mirror reflectivity). 1¼”
& 2” Crayford Focuser. Base plus 2x2' platform. 12
Volt Anti-Dew System. Telrad Reflex Sight.
Aluminum Foam-Lined Lens Case. Meade
Lenses: 40mm super wide, 32 mm super plössl,
8.8 mm ultra wide, 12.4 mm super plössl, 4.7 mm
super plössl, 2X “shorty” Barlow. Sirius Lenses: 25
mm plössl, 17 mm plössl, 10 mm plössl. Filters:
1¼” 13%, 25% Moon, 1¼” Variable polarizer
(moon), 1¼”, 2” Oxygen III. 1¼” Narrow Band,
1¼” blue, green, red and yellow. 2” fine focus
adaptors. Orion Collimating Cheshire, Red Beam
Flashlight, Desert Storm “Aluminum” Cover,
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WAS Club logo wear at WAS meetings

Oakland Astronomy Club newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html

Clear skies,

- Bill MacIntosh

Snacks Form
A new web based form is up as an alternative way
to sign up for snacks. Sheila Judd will see it, and
use it to coordinate who's bringing snacks when. If
there's a conflict, Sheila will contact you.
http://tinyurl.com/6zo6jt6

(Photos and modeling by Jon Blum)

Diane Worth, dianewsky-night@yahoo.com or
248-980-7832 sells club logo clothing (hats,
shirts, sweatshirts, jackets). Stephen Uitti
brings a catalog of available items to
meetings.

Astronomical Phenomena - July 2011
Day
1
2
4
5
5
7
8
8
10
12
12
14
15
18
20
21
21
23
23
27
27
28
30
30

Hour
8
23
16
1
3
13
6
20
7
2
17
0
6
6
2
1
22
5
21
2
16
23
9
18

Event (Times in UT)
NEW MOON Eclipse (not in NA)
Mercury 4.9°N of Moon
Earth at aphelion
Regulus 5.3°N of Moon
Mars 5.4°N of Aldebaran
Moon at perigee
FIRST QUARTER
Spica 2.4°N of Moon
Uranus stationary
Antares 3.4°S of Moon
Moon furthest South (-23.4°)
Pluto 3.3°N of Moon
FULL MOON
Neptune 5.3°S of Moon
Mercury greatest elong E(27°)
Uranus 5.8°S of Moon
Moon at apogee
LAST QUARTER
Jupiter 4.9°S of Moon
Moon furthest North (23.3°)
Mars 0.5°N of Moon Occn
Mercury 3.1°S of Regulus
Venus 4.1°N of Moon
NEW MOON

Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least 2
hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if
it is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy,
but it clears up as the evening progresses.
- Bob Berta, 2nd VP
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July 11th Cranbrook Talks
The short presentation will be by Chuck Dezeleh,
about the Astronomical League.
Charles (Chuck) Dezelah joined the Warren
Astronomical Society in 2011. He was born in
Saginaw, MI and he developed a strong interest in
astronomy from a young age and frequently
observed the sky. He is an alumnus of Western
Michigan University (B.S., 1998) and Wayne State
University (PhD., 2004) and was a post-doctoral
researcher at Helsinki University of Technology
(2004-2007). He now helps manage a small
nanotech company in metro Detroit.
The subject of Dr. Dezelah's presentation will
be a description of the Astronomical League, the
possibility of the WAS becoming a member
society, and the benefits of membership.
The main presentation will be by Jon Blum,
titled "Why I Belong to Seven Astronomy Clubs."
Jon will compare seven clubs, four in Michigan
and three on Maui. He will discuss their meetings,
observing events, members, lectures, sky
conditions, officers, social activities, newsletters,
logo clothing, and even their snacks, and explain
why he joined each club.
Jon began his astronomy hobby when he
retired from dermatology in 2001. He joined the
WAS in 2004. He had a cardboard telescope as a
child, but his first real telescope was a Meade
ETX-90 (Maksutov 3.5") given to him by his
children as a retirement gift. Since 2006 he has
been using a Celestron 8" SCT. His ten past talks
to this club have included How I Bought an
Orange Telescope, Astronomy on Maui,
Astronomy in Scandinavia, Astronomy Gadgets
Part 1 & 2, Astronomers Inn, Texas Star Party,
Tour of Celestron and Griffith Observatory, and
Bill Beers Star Party. Jon is presently the club's
First Vice President in charge of scheduling
speakers for all our meetings. He hopes to be the
club president next year.

Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds
Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More
information about upcoming meetings, maps to
Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at at
http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me
know if you might attend so that appropriate plans
can be made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines
2011 Stargate Observatory Open House
June 4, July 9, Aug 20, Sept 24, Oct 22, Nov 19,
Dec 3
2011 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
June 6, July 11, Aug 1, Sept 12, Oct 3, Nov 7
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
June 16, July 21, Aug 18, Sept 15, Oct 20, Nov 17
WAS 2011 Upcoming Presentations
6 June Debra Chaffins Weather Clues
6 June Jim Shedlowsky Texas Star Party video
16 June Dave Bailey

Planetary Encounters to From
Mercury and Venus

11 July Jon Blum

Why I Belong to 7
Astronomy Clubs

11 July Chuck Dezeleh Astronomical League
21 July Gary Strumolo Lasers, Light, and Lunacy
1 Aug

Cody Holoday Black Holes

1 Aug

Sai
Rajagopalan

18 Aug Mark Jeffery

Radio Astronomy
Meteorites

Events
18 June Veen Observatory Star-B-Q invitation
9 July 50th Anniv WAS multi-club picnic at Stargate
11 July Cranbrook meeting (not July 4th)
6 Aug FAAC multi-club picnic Island Lake
22-25 Gladwyn – Great Lakes Star Gaze
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July 21 Macomb Talk
At the Macomb meeting of the Warren
Astronomical Society on July 21, our speaker will
be Gary Strumolo from the Ford club. His topic is
Lasers, Light, and Lunacy. He will teach us about
green laser pointers and related subjects.
The presentation will begin with an introduction
on what light is and how the human eye sees light
and color (e.g., why green seems brighter than red
at the same power level). It will then go into a
description of how laser pointers work and are
made, and why the green laser gets so much
attention from the airline industry as a hazard,
including videos simulating what the pilots would
see at various distances from landing.
Gary Strumolo first became interested in
astronomy as a child when he got a 3" Newtonian
reflector for Christmas. Many years later, he reengaged this interest after he won an Astroscan
as a prize, and subsequently added a Tal 100RS
refractor, a Celestron 8" SCT, and a PST solar
scope to his collection. He is principally interested
in lunar, solar and planetary observing, which he
does from his backyard in Beverly Hills, MI.
Discussion at Bill Beers Star Party
We had a discussion group on the last night of
Bill Beer's Cadillac Star Party. The topic was, if
you could go anywhere you wanted in the
universe, at any time, what would you want to see
or do? Several people wanted to explore for life on
Mars or on moons of the Solar System. Someone
wanted to observe the massive collision that
formed the Earth's Moon.
Gary Ross suggested observing on the near
side of the Large Magellanic Cloud. In one
direction, one would have a fantastic view of the
entire Milky Way Galaxy, spread across most of
the sky, but seen in its entirety from outside the
galaxy. Looking the other way, one would have a
front row seat looking at the "Cloud", which is a
smaller galaxy.

Cliff wanted to float in Titan's atmosphere or
sail on its methane seas, including using a
submarine to look for life under the surface. He
also wanted to "ride" on Saturn's rings, hopping
between moons and boulders in a space suit.
Mike wanted to go back in time and see a living,
breathing Dinosaur especially a T-Rex that would
include but not be limited to a T-Rex eating a
meal, in which our illustrious club president, Gary
Ross went into a semi fetal position! He also
wanted to see some mammal-like reptiles and
archaic birds including Archaeopteryx and some
feathered Dinosaurs.
Therese wanted to go to the farthest reaches of
our universe and look back in the direction of the
Milky Way.
Bill wanted to see M27 naked eye, up close,
and see its colors. Bill now wishes that he had
included a tour of the atomic nucleus on his list.
Maybe next time!
Ken Bertin wanted to float on Jupiter's
atmosphere and observe its 65 moons. Exploring
super-earth's orbiting Gliese 581 for life was
another of his wishes. He also wanted to talk with
Johannes Kepler. He didn't think he could get
along with Galileo, who despite his scientific
brilliance had a penchant for insulting people who
knew less than he did, which he thought was
everyone.
Dale wanted to observe the entire history of the
Earth, from its early formation to its future destiny.
He also wanted to observe the development of the
earliest humans.
This is a small sample of what was discussed,
but I think it illustrates a common experience of
amateur astronomers. What we can see through
our telescopes is actually rather limited, but as we
observe, we often wonder and imagine what is
beyond what we can see. It's part of what makes
this a great hobby.
- Dale Partin
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WAS 50th Anniversary Picnic
To celebrate our 50th anniversary, we're having
our third annual inter-club picnic and observing
night. Dues-paying members & families of all
Michigan astronomy clubs are invited. The event
is on a new moon Saturday at Stargate. It will start
no earlier than 4 PM on July 9th and will run on
until the last astronomer leaves.
The picnic is a bring-your-own-basket affair,
though we will provide drinks, hot dogs, and
snacks. We have two grills available. PLEASE
BRING YOUR OWN CHAIRS, TABLES, AND
BLANKETS, and feel free to bring food to share.
Wolcott Mill rules allow no alcohol on the
premises.
We are authorized to camp on the premises, so
you may bring a tent or a popup camping trailer.
We have a lot of space, but large RVs are too big
and heavy to accommodate.
We can provide electricity for telescopes.
Activities: Family day and family night. Games,
nature walks, fishing, sky tours - for club members
and their families only!
Camping: Bring your tent or your pop-up trailer
and spend a night under the stars!
Observing: It's a new-moon weekend, so bring
your biggest scope and test the limits of our skies.
Games: There will be active fun games provided
for children from age 6-12.
To volunteer to assist with tent setup, games,
cooking, or anything else, message us through
Meetup or contact us through the website.
There are excellent walking trails (possible
guided tours of park if interested) and even fishing
in the Clinton river which passes through the park
next to the observatory in the "fishing pool". Put a
STRONG emphasis on bringing family out.
- Therese Oldani, Secretary

Bill Beers Star Party
Bill Beers is a WAS member who has been putting
on star parties every spring and fall for ten years.
These events are open to all members of our club
and other local astronomy clubs. They take place
at Bill's property outside of Cadillac, Michigan, an
area with dark skies far from any city light
pollution.
About 25 WAS members, plus a few from other
clubs, attended Bill's most recent star party this
May. The event runs a whole week, but most
people come for 2 to 4 days and nights. Many set
up their own telescopes in Bill's large yard, while
others just enjoy the views through our club's 22inch Big Dob. Some people sleep in tents on the
observing field, while others stay in nearby motels.
This year I attended from Thursday to Sunday.
One of those three nights was overcast, one was
partly cloudy, and one was perfectly clear, so we
had good observing on two of the three nights I
was there. It is amazing how great even the
celestial objects I have seen many times before,
look under dark skies when viewed through our
big club scope. For example, I really enjoyed the
spiral arms in the Whirlpool Galaxy (M51), the
sparkling stars in the Hercules Globular Cluster
(M13), and the biggest view I ever saw of the Ring
Nebula (M57).
But I have to admit that the best thing about Bill
Beers's star parties is the socializing. This is the
perfect opportunity to get to know other club
members better. Just sitting around and chatting
and eating with a large group of friendly
astronomy enthusiasts for a few days is the most
wonderful experience. Bill is a terrific host and
makes everyone feel welcome.
I recommend Bill Beers' star party any spring or
fall to all WAS members. For photos of the event
this past May, see
http://www.jonrosie.com/astronomy/bill2011
- Jon Blum
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Stargate Open House June 4th
Members: Jonathan Kade, Diane Hall, Lee
Hartwell, Brian and Debra Chaffins, Andy Khula,
JoAnn and Jim Jachyra
Guests: Cub Scouts and parents from from pack
251, about 40. A Boy Scout pack was there, too,
but they never came over, probably because of
the sky.
Equipment used: Big Dob, 100mm refractor,
Orion SkyScanner reflector, Big Dob eyepieces
Everything was returned from the Cadillac star
party. The Big Dob was assembled, the eyepieces
were where they should be, and the ladder was in
the observatory.
I took a bunch of pictures of the observatory,
including from the roof, which I will be uploading to
Flickr and seeking comment on. The dome is
rusting very badly, which was a surprise to me
given that it was only recently stripped and
repainted. There was water collecting at several
flat surfaces inside the observatory. The sidewalks
around the observatory are in awful shape, due in
part to settling, water runoff, plants growing in the
cracks, and mole activity. It seems that the
sidewalk's deterioration has accelerated recently.
Lee gave his sun talk to the kids from the pack
for 30-40 minutes. I got out the Big Dob, the
LX200, and the 100mm refractor, and talked to the
kids about telescopes for another 15 minutes, then
took general astronomy questions for 20-25 more
minutes. Some very good questions from kids and
adults. The kids went back to camp to wait for
nightfall.
The sky was pretty bad. The clouds dissipated
entirely by 10 PM, but there was a high haze that,
combined with light pollution, wiped out most of
the sky. The moon came through at the last
minute, and Andy and I showed it to the cub
scouts. (We should always schedule open houses
at first quarter moon in the future, so that there is
something to look at.) We could see Arcturus,

Spica, and the Big Dipper. Occasionally Saturn
peeked through the amazingly horrible southern
light pollution. It was easy enough to pick up in
binoculars, but I never got it in the Big Dob.
Brian Chaffins returned the SBIG camera that
he had checked out. I confirmed that everything
was in order and returned it to the safe.
Despite the disappointing sky conditions, it was
great talking with other members and interested
people young and old from the scouts. On a
comfortable summer night, it's enjoyable just to be
outside in a comfortable chair under the soft light
of sunset, feeling the breeze from millions of little
wings beating, hearing the cries of "HELP! HELP!"
from the peacocks across the street.
- Jonathan
FAAC Multi-club Picnic Aug 6
The Ford Amateur Astronomy Club had such a
good time at our last two annual Multi-club Picnics
that we have decided to host our third annual
Multi-club picnic.
The Ford Amateur Astronomy Club is planning
our third annual Multi-club Astronomy Club Picnic
on August 6th at Island Lake Recreation Area
(Spring Mill Pond site). We would like to invite the
Ford, Lowbrows, Oakland, Warren, Henry Ford
Community College, and Seven Ponds Club
members. We will provide hamburgers, hot dogs,
veggie burgers and soft drinks. Anyone attending
is asked to bring a dish to pass. The picnic will
start around 5:00 PM, and if it is clear, we will do
observing after dark.
Here is a link to a map for Island Lake:
http://www.boonhill.net/faac/other/observe.html
And a link to Google maps:
http://maps.google.com/?ie=UTF8&ll=42.504819,83.713074&spn=0.042522,0.076818&z=14
Take I-96 to Kensington Road south to the park
entrance. (No alcohol is allowed the State Park)
- Doug Bauer Ford Amateur Astronomy Club
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Lou Faix 1933-2011
Lou got his Bachelors Degree in Mechanical
Engineering in 1956 from General Motors Institute
of Technology (GMI), later known as Kettering
University. By 1963 he was a Senior Design and
Development Engineer for General Motors. He
worked his way up through the ranks of engineers
writing a number of papers and obtaining patents
for new automobile improvements. He served as a
crew chief and for a racing team during this period
as well. He was an active member of the Society
of Automotive Engineers (SAE), and was an active
member of the Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) and in 1981 built his own airplane.
These experiences in engineering served him
well when it came to amateur astronomy as he
became well-known for his engineering prowess
and originality when it came to dealing with
equipment problems.
In the early 1970s, Lou decided to build his own
telescope, starting first with a 6 inch and then a 10
inch Newtonian reflector, hand grinding the optics
and building the mounting a from scratch. Later he
built his own observatory next to his home on
Robin Hill Road and designed it after one the
observatories at Lowell Observatory on Mars Hill
in Flagstaff Arizona.
He was one of the first amateur astronomers,
certainly in Michigan, to build and use a thermoelectric cold camera. He liked to tell how, due to
heat transfer, an observer could heat coffee on
one end of that camera and cool film on the other!
His engineering inventiveness also manifested
itself in solving the problem of periodic error in his
telescope drive, and was such a unique solution to
the problem that Sky and Telescope magazine did
an article on this invention in their May 1978 issue
on page 439. This resulted in some excellent
astrophotography for which he became well
known.

Lou was also well known for his talks at various
meetings of the Astronomical League, Great
Lakes
Astronomical
Symposium,
Apollo
Rendezvous and other meetings throughout the
Midwest. His speaking style was quite refreshing
and unique. After many speakers would read their
dry presentations directly from a piece of paper
standing bolt upright behind a podium (I among
them), Lou would stroll up (in a sporty leisure suit
in the 1970s), ignore the podium altogether and
half sit on a table, the back of a chair or on a
stage, put on his large smile and talk to you is if
you were just having a cup of coffee over the
kitchen table. His talks could be on engineering
problems with astronomical equipment, vagaries
of astrophotography, or sometimes his own
personal theories on astronomical topics which
were not only unique and entertaining but often
humorous as well.
Lou made friends with just about everybody he
met in astronomy. This plus the recognition of his
competence in so many astronomical subjects led
to him serving as an officer in the Warren
Astronomical Society: Vice-President (1975–76)
and President (1977–78).
After retiring to Saddle Brooke, Arizona in the
late 1990s, just outside Tucson, Arizona, Lou
founded the Saddle Brooke Skygeezers, a rather
large astronomy club of mostly retirees. Both
Dolores and I had the privilege of speaking to this
club and were very impressed with both the size
and the knowledge of the members undoubtedly
schooled by Lou.
Most of all, those who knew him will miss his
enthusiasm, is warm affable smile and his
readiness to engage in delightful conversation on
any astronomical subject with anyone. Amateur
astronomy is poorer for the loss of him and he will
be greatly missed.
- Rik Hill, Tucson Arizona, May, 2011
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The Astronomical League
There have been discussions in recent weeks
concerning potential interest in having the Warren
Astronomical Society join the Astronomical
League (AL) as a member society. The AL is a
non-profit organization comprised of member
societies and individual members-at-large from
across the United States and is committed to
promoting the science of astronomy and
encouraging amateur astronomy through various
programs. The AL traces its origin back to 1947,
when ten astronomical societies ratified bylaws
written by professional astronomer Harlow Shaply
and Sky and Telescope Magazine founder
Charles Federer, who together had a vision of
amateur astronomers across the country coming
together to form a unified group that would
promote astronomical study. Since that time, the
AL has grown into an organization of more than
240 member societies and more than 13,000
members.
In addition to hosting regional and national
conventions, promoting astronomy outreach and
education, and bestowing awards recognizing
outstanding achievements in astronomy, the AL
has organized 35 different Observing Clubs, with
the stated purpose of each observing club being to
“offer encouragement and certificates of
accomplishment for demonstrating observing skills
with a variety of instruments and objects.” These
include the Messier Club, Binocular Messier Club,
Deep Sky Binocular Club, Urban Observer Club,
Herschel 400 Club, Sunspotter Club, Meteor Club,
Arp Peculiar Galaxy Club, Double Star Club, and
the Lunar Club. Through the completion of the
observing list associated with each club, AL
members can continually develop their skills, have
new challenges await them, and receive
acknowledgement
for
the
completion
of
observational goals.

Additionally, there are a number of other
benefits. The AL’s Education Committee provides
planned study guides for societies who want to
offer organized courses or group study in
astronomy. Individual members can use the AL’s
Book Service through which they can buy
astronomy-related books at a 10% discount (with
no shipping and handling charges). Members will
also receive quarterly issues of Reflector
magazine mailed to their home address. The
Reflector has articles, cartoons, poetry, book
reviews, League business, and information about
League services. Unlike commercial magazines,
the Reflector is amateurs talking to other amateurs
about their activities. Membership also includes
full AL voting privileges. To become a member
society, the WAS would pay a $10.00 annual fee,
plus each joining individual member would pay
$7.50 annually. Anyone interested in membership
can get additional information and a free copy of
the June 2011 issue of Reflector Magazine at an
upcoming WAS meeting. Any thoughts or ideas
concerning becoming a member society of the AL
can be directed to the WAS Board.
- Chuck Dezelah
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Cranbrook Board Meeting, May 2
Officers: Jon Blum, Gary Ross, Therese Oldani,
Jonathan Kade, Dale Partin, Bob Berta, Steve Uitti
Guest: Marty Kunz, Ken Bertin
Meeting opened: 6:40pm
President: Comments: Jon has brought a
conclusion to the concerns of speakers and board
discussion of the past three months.
First VP: Jon reported: Start booking for
scheduled for 2012. There is a question with
regard to second meeting for September 15 and
the lack of attendance due to adjusted meetings.
Discussion was around what to schedule in place
of a speaker; ideas – Hubble video.
Second VP: Berta reported Open House this
Saturday, Astronomy Day, Cranbrook Astronomy
is on, the covered pavilion, not the hall. Park
people will be there. Lee will be there.
Bob also showed Geo Cache that will be used
during the events this weekend and explained to
board members where the Cache will be located.
Members of the club were at DBAR A and
helped with the first light for the Scope there.
Working on wireless for streaming to scouts
nationally.
Treasurer: Sent out schedule expenditures for the
year. Marty has helped with the list of activities
and the treasury process. See WASP for
treasurer’s report.
Secretary: July 9th Picnic suggestions to include
family and games for kids for new business.
Outreach: Dale Partin, reported that Bob covered
the sign up for Astronomy Day. There will be quite
a few scouts at STARGATE on May 7th.
Publications: April WASP is out. There is still
time for contributions for the May WASP.
Old business: 501c3
Jonathan K: We are still discussing choices on
engaging a law firm to help with the work needed
for completion. Cost and someone more local is
part of the discussions.

Jon, Dale, Marty Jonathan and Gary R are the
members of the team that is actively working on
this.
Jonathan made a motion for $1 K to be
allocated for 501c3, seconded by Dale. Short
discussion, Vote was taken, and passed.
A motion was made to accept the new name
tag with Changes. Second by Stephen, vote made
and passed.
Jon moved that the board make the following
statement and have it printed in the WASP: “The
board’s decision process for allowing an
astronomy talk should be based solely on the
merit of the subject matter and not the inferences
attached to it.” Dale second it. Motion fails.
New business:
Astronomy at the Beach: Gary R brought up the
$300 fee for donation to the event. Jonathan
motioned that we donate $300, it was second by
Gary R. Discussion was made. Vote was taken,
and passed.
Jon moved that the limit that the club reimburse
costs for people who bring snacks to a meeting is
raised to $30. No second. No vote.
Therese suggest activities similar to two years
ago for July 9th annual picnic. She volunteered to
organized. This is to encourage family invitation to
picnic. Board accepted.
Jonathan wants to purchase an eyepiece
($110.56) in honor of the 10 anniversary of the
Motion approved by Dale P. Second by Jonathan.
Vote taken, passed.
Meeting adjourned: 7:28pm.
- Therese Oldani, Secretary
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Cranbrook General Meeting, May 2
President: Sang a “month of May “ song
1st VP: introduction to talks, Main talk Ken Bertin
on astronomer Giovanni Domenico Cassini and
short talk by Brian Klaus. Jon also introduced his
hand out to general audience.
2nd VP: Bob showed another short slide show of
the D BAR A Scout observatory (near Metamora) .
The slide show included pictures of club members
of Seven Ponds and Ford club presence in recent
weeks. There will be a cabin available for
accommodations for our club for late night
observation. The ribbon cutting will be June 4th,
WAS members are invited to attend. See Bob
Berta. For members to participate with scouts,
there is a short questionnaire that is required. See
Bob.
Bob also introduced the clubs geo cache that
will be placed at Rotary Park (Stargate).
Treasurer’s report: See report in the WASP.
Much work has been put into the 501c3 with Marty
and Dale P. The original application started a year
ago. Treasurer is carefully updating the books.
Secretary: July 9th is our annual picnic, and we
are encouraging members to bring their spouses,
children and grand kids. There will be games,
volley ball, soft ball, bad mitten and lawn games.
Therese also reminded the members of the
room change for Macomb meeting in building J at
14500 East 12 mile Rd in Warren. Room
downstairs. The doors lock at 8:30pm.
Publications: Every day, every moment, we
accept articles to contribute to the WASP.
The Library is open tonight. See Steve.
Outreach: There are two events this Saturday for
Astronomy DAY.
During the Day: Cranbrook is celebrating
Astronomy day. 1-4pm.
Saturday evening: at Stargate there will be
observations. We are looking for volunteers from
our club to help with the lines of scouts.

Discussion group: Gary Gathen invites members
to his house every 3rd Thursday for various topics.
This last meeting was on the death of the Sun
from the UNIVERSE series.
Star Parties: Bill Beers Cadillac Party on May 24
– May 30th.
In honor of the 10th anniversary, the club is
giving Bill an eyepiece.
Solar Group: Please participate in our Saturday
meeting at Cranbrook.
Hands ON: Riyad, meeting at Stargate at 6:30pm
and 7pm. We will be looking at double stars.
Radio: Sai reported about some noise issues.
There is a lot of solar activity. There is a facebook
page for you to visit.
History committee: Jonathan reported that
pictures from the 80’sand 90’s will be scanned and
put on the website, including old WASPs.
IN THE NEWS: 8:15pm Ken Bertin gave short
presentation on 1) gamma ray bursts 2) budget
cuts to SETI 3) Missing Matter 4) LHC, Large
Haldron collider.
Brian Klaus gave a short talk on amateur
astronomy and his hobby since his disability. He
referenced some of his challenges and showed
his scope.
Main Presentation started at 9pm.
Members in attendance 45
- Therese Oldani, Secretary
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– May 30th. 10th anniversary
Sept 22 – 25 Gladwyn – Great Lakes Star Gaze
Hands On: Riyad, meeting at Stargate at 6:30pm
and 7pm on June 4th.
Radio: Sai will be at site this weekend.
History committee: Dale T and Jonathan have
been scanning and will be available on the
website.
IN THE NEWS: 8:05pm Ken Bertin gave short
presentation on 1) landing site of next space
probe on Mars 2) ”Lonely planets” may outnumber
star hosted worlds 3) Alien hunter focus in on
habitable planets 4) Ghostly nebulae show
mysterious alignment, 5) NASA floats Titan boat
concept 6) Saturn moon atmosphere forged by
comet impacts 7)NASA announces space time
vortex .
First Presentation was given by Jonathan Kade
“Satellite Disasters”. What are the chances of
catastrophe amongst the thousands of satellites
high above the earth? In a short and fast-paced
presentation, he explored some possible
scenarios, including causes, consequences, and
prevention/mitigation.
Gary Ross spoke about "Journeys to Omega
Centauri” to San Diego, Michigan Indiana and
Wilmington with colorful performance!
The final presentation of the evening was given
by Bob Halsall, who spoke on "Solar Eclipses
He Has Witnessed". Those included Aruba,
Africa, Italy, Greece and areas in and around
China.
- Therese Oldani, Secretary

Macomb Meeting, May 19, 37 attended
Officers: Jon Blum, Gary Ross, Therese Oldani,
Jonathan Kade, Dale Partin, Bob Berta, Steve Uitti
President: June 18 in Grand Rapids Star B Q at
Veen Observatory. See Gary Ross for information.
1st VP: Macomb meetings will be held in Room
151 at Macomb due to early Library hours during
summer. Please wear your name tags each
meeting so that we can learn names. See Jon if
you would like to do a talk, short or long. Jon
introduced the speakers for tonight and the next
meeting June 6th. Jon also spoke to the upcoming
star party at Bill Beers and to see a board member
if you are interested. The introduction Flyer of
WAS was offered to general attendance.
2nd VP: Astronomy day was a great success and
the weather was actually clear. Next open house
is June 4th. We are encouraging your participation
at D BAR A Scout observatory (near Metamora) .
The ribbon cutting will be June 4th, WAS members
are invited to attend. See Bob Berta. For members
to participate with scouts, there is a short
questionnaire that is required.
Treasurer’s report: See report in the WASP.
501c3 work continues.
Secretary: July 9th is our annual picnic, and we
are encouraging members to bring their spouses,
children and grandkids. There will be games,
volley ball, and lawn games.
Publications: May WASP is out. Also, the Warren
carpet bag is available for sale of goods.
Outreach: Thanks to those who showed up for
Astronomy Day. Great attendance at both
Cranbrook and Stargate.
Dale offered to prepare high school physics
class presentations.
Discussion group: Held at the Gary Gathen's
house every 4th Thursday for various topics. This
last meeting's show was on the death of the Sun
from the UNIVERSE series.
Star Parties: Bill Beers Cadillac Party on May 24
12

Treasurer's Report

$20 to Jonathan Kade for snack reimbursement
$110.56 to Bill Beers for the Explore Scientific
11mm eyepiece, which is now at Stargate.
$18.08 to Jonathan Kade for fliers for Astronomy
Day
$8.04 to Gary Ross for postage
INCOME
New memberships: $67
Renewals: $37
Donations: $49 (Cranbrook), $73.53 (Macomb,
including an extra $26.50 donation from Jose
Pangelic).
- Jonathan

REPORTS
I have totaled 2010 income by category:
Banquet: $1560
Calendar: $735.61
Donation: $1153.59 - Food, 50-50, presentation
recipients, membership overpayment refunds
refused.
Internet Referrals: $11.13
Magazine Subscription: $916.35
Membership: $767
Merchandise: $394
Refund: $667.95 - Insurance, Sky & Telescope,
State of Michigan overpayment.
Renewals: $2288.78
IMAX Hubble 3D Screening + Dinner: $922
MEMBERSHIP
We had two new memberships in May: Charles
Dezelah came to our sci-fi debate and liked the
club enough to join, and Mark and Jordan Schulte
joined as family members. We had one family
renewal in May.
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS
One this month. Sky & Telescope require that new
memberships be sent on paper by postal mail,
which I did more two weeks ago, but they still
haven't processed it.
NONPROFIT STATUS
Not a productive month for nonprofit work, as
we've been trying to make a decision on where or
if to solicit help.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES
We took in $189.53 and spent $529.99. We have
$7509.90 in the bank account per my records
($7609.39 according to the bank, meaning there
are
likely
uncashed
checks
and
S&T
subscriptions) and $220.62 in cash.
COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS
$300 to FAAC for Astronomy at the Beach
donation.
$40 to Evans Bletsas for snack reimbursement.

NOSTALGIA FOR THE LIGHT
In his new masterpiece, director Patricio Guzmán
travels 10,000 feet above sea level to the driest
place on earth, the Atacama Desert, where the
sky is so translucent that it allows astronomers
from the world over to see to the very boundaries
of the universe. The Atacama is also a place
where the harsh heat keeps human remains
intact: those of Pre-Columbian mummies; 19th
century explorers and miners; and the remains of
political prisoners, "disappeared" after the military
coup of September, 1973. Melding the celestial
quest of the astronomers and the earthly ones of
families who still search for their dead and
archaeologists who seek ancient civilizations,
Nostalgia For the Light miraculously becomes a
gorgeous, moving, deeply personal yet cosmic
odyssey of the mind and heart. In Spanish with
English subtitles. (90 min.)
Friday, August 12 at 7:00 pm
Saturday, August 13 at 7:00 pm
Sunday, August 14 at 2:00 pm
Sunday, August 21 at 4:30 pm
http://www.dia.org/auxiliaries/event.aspx?
id=2739&iid=&aux_id=14&cid=100
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