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MESSENGER orbits for one Earth year, which
is 4 Mercury years or 2 Mercury days. One
Mercury day lasts exactly two Mercury years.
The MESSENGER science team has identified
six questions that the spacecraft will be
investigating during its one-year mission. Why is
Mercury so dense? What’s its geologic history?
What makes its magnetic field? How is its huge
core put together? What’s the weird stuff at
Mercury’s poles, visible from Earth-based radio
telescopes? And what’s in its exosphere?

Astro Chatter
The MESSENGER spacecraft was launched
August 3, 2004 and is scheduled to enter orbit
around Mercury on March 18th. Mercury has not
had an orbiter before. The Mariner 10 spacecraft
flew by in 1974 and 1975, but only saw one side of
Mercury, imaging about 45% of the planet.
MESSENGER's previous gravity assist manuvers
around Mercury have allowed it to image nearly
90% of the planet. Only the two poles and a
narrow sliver of longitude remain unseen by
spacecraft. The orbital mission maps will be better
for comparative geology, because they’ll cover the
whole planet at similar lighting angles.
The flyby data have already led to discoveries.
Mercury had active volcanoes. Some shot gassy
lava explosively into the airless skies, while others
flooded lava out onto the cratered plains. The
volcanoes were active from before the end of the
heavy crater bombardment.
Lots of Mercury’s craters seem to cut through
one type of rock that covers the surface to
something that has a different composition. These
different compositions aren't known yet, but they
show up as blues and oranges and reds in heavily
processed versions of MESSENGER’s images.
MESSENGER has also studied Mercury’s tail,
mapping magnesium, calcium, and sodium.
Mercury has a comet-like tail, because unlike the
other three terrestrial planets, there's no
atmosphere to keep high-energy particles from
slamming into its surface and sputtering off atoms.
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The SWAP SHOP
This column is for those interested in
buying, trading or selling. Ads run for
six months. The month and year the
ad will be removed is shown. Submit
ads to Stephen Uitti, 313 389-5609
publications@warrenastro.org.

Astronomical Phenomena - April 2011
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FOR SALE: Late 1970's model Criterion RV-6
Dynascope 6" Newtonian reflector. Original owner.
Well used, but good condition. Mirrors rarely
cleaned and could use another cleaning. Original
pier, German equatorial mount, setting circles,
finder scope and Ramsden eyepieces. Clock drive
motor died & replaced with a hand-made manual
slow-motion control. Includes hardware for
mounting a camera & solar projection screen. I
can no longer lift it and am looking for something
smaller and lighter. Asking $200 or best offer.
Brian Klaus 586-731-0011 [3-2011]

FOR SALE: Celestron Ultima 2000, an 8"
Schmidt-Cass go-to scope. It's in good shape,
works well, and has fine optics. Includes hard
case. Asking $900. Contact Bob Zinke, 586264-0884, email: r1d3z@yahoo.com [6-2011]
WAS Club logo wear at WAS meetings

Event
Moon at apogee
Mars 5.9°S of Moon
Uranus 5.7°S of Moon
NEW MOON
Jupiter 5.8°S of Moon
Mars 0.2°S of Uranus
Saturn at opposition
Mercury 1.3°S of Moon
Jupiter at conjunction
Moon furthest North (23.6°)
Pluto stationary
Mercury inferior conjunction
FIRST QUARTER
Mercury 2.9°N of Jupiter
Regulus 5.0°N of Moon
Moon at perigee
Spica 2.4°N of Moon
FULL MOON
Mercury 0.6°N of Mars
Antares 3.2°S of Moon
Moon furthest South (-23.6°)
Mercury stationary
Pluto 3.4°N of Moon
Venus 0.9°S of Uranus
LAST QUARTER
Neptune 5.2°S of Moon
Moon at apogee
Uranus 5.8°S of Moon

Oakland Astronomy Club newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html

Clear skies,

- Bill MacIntosh

Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds
Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More
information about upcoming meetings, maps to
Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at at
http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me
know if you might attend so that appropriate plans
can be made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines

(Photos and modeling by Jon Blum)

Diane Worth, dianewsky-night@yahoo.com or
248-980-7832 sells club logo clothing (hats,
shirts, sweatshirts, jackets). Stephen Uitti
brings a catalog of available items to
meetings.
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WAS 2010 Upcoming Presentations
17 Mar Jerry Kuchera

Here Comes The Sun

4 April

Jon Blum &
Ken Bertin

Astronomy Q & A

4 April

Hall, Kade, Martin,
Ross, Blum

Sci-Fi Inspiration for
Science Debate

2 May

Ken Bertin

Cassini

19 May Mike O'Dowd TBA
Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least 2
hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if
it is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy,
but it clears up as the evening progresses.
-Bob Berta, 2nd VP

19 May Jonathan Kade Satellite Disaster
19 May Bob Halsall

Solar eclipses witnessed

6 June Debra Chaffins Weather Clues
6 June Jim Shedlowsky Texas Star Party video
16 June Gary Strumolo Green Laser Pointers
WAS Events
26 March: Farmington Hills Dark Skies Night
26 March: Metro Beech
26 March: Stargate Open House
24-30 May - 10th: Annual Cadillac West Star Party.
29 May - 5 June: Texas Star Party
30 May - Two Hearted Star Party
17 March Macomb Talk
Jerry Kuchera's topic is Here Comes the Sun. It's
about visually observing the sun in white light and
hydrogen alpha, and sketching the results.
Jerry's past presentations include, Drawn to
Mars, The Astronomer's Bug, Macular Imaging,
and he participated in the 2010 Great Debate,
Should Humans or Robots be in Space?
4 April Debate at Cranbrook
nd
The 2 WAS debate is at the Cranbrook on April
4th. Last September's debate was the bestattended regular meeting in recent years. Will this
debate be as much fun? The topic: Does science
fiction inspire genuine public interest in astronomy
and cosmology or does it promote scientific error
and confuse the general public? The debaters are
Jonathan Kade, Diane Hall, Phil Martin, and Gary
Ross. Jon Blum is the moderator.
At the same meeting, the short presentation is
the first set of answers to astronomy questions
submitted by club members.

2011 Stargate Observatory Open House
Mar 26, Apr 23, May 7, June 4, July 9, Aug 20,
Sept 24, Oct 22, Nov 19, Dec 3
2011 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
Mar 7, Apr 4, May 2, June 6, July 11
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
Mar 17, Apr 21, May 19, June 16,
July 21
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Board Meeting 7 February
Officers Present: Gary Ross, Dale Partin, Therese
Oldani,Bob Berta, Gary Ross, Stephen Uitti,
By Speaker Phone: Jonathan Kade, Jon Blum,
Guest: Ken Bertin, Marty Kunzand Diane Hall.
Officer’s Reports:
1st VP: On Skype Jon reported: All but five
meetings have speakers scheduled for 2011.
Have started scheduling speakers for the first
couple months of 2012. The topic for the annual
banquet in December of 2011 will be the 50th
anniversary of the WAS, and several people may
give short talks about that subject. Jonathan
informed the board that he working on annual
banquet and topic of interest.
2nd VP: Open house is Feb 26 at Stargate, The
2010 Kalinowski award given to Brian Thieme and
the 2010 Searle award is to be presented to
William Beers for continuous dedication to the
WAS Master of the Table at Cadillac West. Also
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific awards for
outreach.
Outreach: Dale Partin reported that March 26 has
multiple events: Farmington Hills Dark Skies,
contact Jon Blum.
Metro beach event: contacts are Diane Hall and
Jonathan Kade .
Open house at Satrgate: contact is Bob Berta .
Publications: Uitti reported WASP is out.
Treasurer: Renewal letters went out last week.
See report later this issue.
Discussion: Motion on new club name tag
designs. Logo behind the names. Bob Berta
second. Gary Ross clarified this is the name tag
with medium to faint gray behind name. Jon Kade
said we did say that we would not include
“member since” stripe. The motion carries with
one dissent.
Old business:
1. Gary Ross brought up the discussion of email
on By laws sent Jan 30 to Jonathan about the
requirement of previous board membership as a
requirement for president.

Diane Hall spoke as somebody who was part of
the planning committee, that change was put on
paper as a common practice. Revision team put it
on as an informal practice.
Dale reviewed the purposed changes, and this
was done off the emails that were used for review.
Jon suggested we should include in the Bylaws, and possibly vote on it tonight. Somehow it
was omitted, and we should include it tonight.
Gary R, suggested a 2nd reading of by-laws.
A motion was made to have a reading tonight
and complete process tonight. Second by Stephen
Uitti .
Vote was taken, should we move forward
tonight with reading. Motion failed.
President asked Diane Hall to do another
reading at Macomb Next meeting.
2. Bob Berta suggested Vintage Tasco telescope
might be put on eBay. Jonathan thought maybe
put it on AstroMart. Discussion on whether we
should wait because of the market. We could even
post it at the Astronomy Expo.
3. Secretary asked if by Dave D’Onofrio’s topic
around Intelligent Design and Cosmology and
request to present is closed. President answered,
“yes”.
New business: Jonathan reported continuing our
yearly donation of $50 for Donation to Clearsky
Clock. And would like to have a table at the expo.
Bob Berta: D-bar-A got their telescope. Bob is
proposing, along with John Lines, a first light from
four clubs, and Camera Mart Meade telescope
donation.
Gary Ross: Stargate 2011 with Spring on it’s way,
can we have a plan of action for the observatory
and necessary improvements?
Marty: Still Leaking. The metal on the top of the
upper ring that supports the dome needs to be
stripped off. Put some angled wood in to support.
Bob, the contractor pulled out that we had in line
in October. The floor still has to be done. A day to
be scheduled will be discussed soon.
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18 February Macomb General Meeting
President: Mark Kalinowski maintained his family
membership... from New Jersey... in memory of
his late father.
1st VP (given by Ross): Three openings on the
program this year, all in the latter six months of the
year. No December film festival this year, as we
will have a "carbon-based" speaker instead.
2nd VP: Next open house Feb 26th, the one
thereafter March 26. When the weather gets better
we will need to finish repairs at Stargate; a "finish
the roof" work party is coming, date pending.
Treasurer: A good number of renewals, indicating
we have about sixty members again. Renewal
letters were mailed out, contact the treasurer if
you have not received one.
Last meeting we voted to make the $50.00
annual donation to the Clear Sky Clock, plus a
$20.00 table for the FAAC Expo was reserved as
is customary.
Outreach: WSU "Science Under the Dome" talk
on Friday 2/18
FAAC Expo on 3/12.
March 26th features a trifecta of events:
Farmington Dark Skies Awareness Night
Metro Beach Sidewalk Astronomy-- we have
speakers lined up, so please bring your
telescopes! We have a nice indoor pavilion this
year.
And the afore-mentioned open house.
Star Parties:
Winter Star Party (Florida) 2/28, "full up" .
Cadillac West Spring Star Party 5/24-30, all info
on line, commemorative T-shirts available for
purchase at $8.00.
Texas Star Party: 5/29 - 6/5
Two Hearted Star Party (Memorial Day)
Discussion: Next Thursday, the 4th Thursday of
the month, as usual. Info on the website. Come on
down, 8 PM - 11 PM.
Solar: Corona Mass Ejection from Valentine's Day
expected to cause auroras on Earth tonight and
maybe tomorrow. Sadly we expect clouds and a
full moon.

"Arts" Subgroup: Jonathan Kade reported on the
Laurie Anderson talk at the DIA on Wednesday
2/16. Anderson was NASA's first and last "artist in
residence."
New members: the new members from the
previous meeting returned and are now deemed
veterans.
Of note: Owner/founder of National Coney Island
passed away.
Marty Kunz's Space Pirates radio show airs on
astronomy.fm at 9 PM on Mondays. Diane Hall
was now a featured sidekick on the last show and
will be returning.
Bob Berta managed to get some images of
Barnard's Loop in spite of the horrible weather.
Ken Bertin gave a favorable account of the Black
Hole Wars by Leonard Susskind, but notes that
Susskind made an error on his history that Bertin
caught-- a gaffe involving the history of
measurement of the speed of light.
Ken's In The News:
"Anti-LHC" -- collide large particles at low speeds
"Peace in Space" (pact to agree not to attack
satellites)
Stephen Battersby-- "If we can't find it, let's create
it out there."
Who Ate All the Planets? Bloated stars on a
feeding frenzy, NCG3603.
Images from Stardust mission.
Clearing up space junk one piece at a time.
Martian sinkhole
Virtual photons
Planet X is back and they're calling it Tyche now.
Vote at Cranbrook of eligible members present at
that meeting on the bylaw revision to require the
President to have been a prior member of the
Board of Directors (at some time).
Dave Bailey's The Space Centrifuge began at
8:34.
Raffle: Fifty-fifty prize of $25.00 won by Tony
Semenuk.
28 people in attendance.
-Therese Oldani
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7 February Cranbrook meeting
1 VP: Presentation openings for 2011 has 3 or 4
openings for this calendar year.
2nd VP: Feb26 at 7 pm next open house. Girl
Scouts troop at Stargate.
Awards presented: Sai, given at Macomb, Lee
Hartwell received award. Bob Berta presented the
Kalinowski Award to Brian Thieme.
Other awards:
Jonathan Kade - Night Sky Network
Diane Hall – Outreach
Ken Bertin for presentation in Outreach
Sai Rajagopalan for Radio Outreach
Lee Hartwell for Outreach
Treasurer: Renewal letters went out. 150 letters
went out. See report in WASP.
Outreach: Dale Partin, reported that March 12
Astronomy Expo, fliers at the front to be taken.
Hawk Woods Nature Center in Auburn Hills
approximately one mile east of Palace, with
presentation in heated lodge this Saturday,
February 12 from 6:30 – 9:30pm. $5 per family.
Telescopes welcome.
Discussion group: Gathen reported that the
meeting 4th of February. January’s topic was on
Parallel Universe.
Solar: Bob reported on STEREO: two satellites
with visuals of sun.
Radio: new radio from Dennis; working on getting
it to work in 20 MHz, Lot of solar flares lately.
Went out last Saturday.
Star Party: Spring Cadillac scheduled for May 24
– May 30th. There will be Star party shirts offered
and Caberfae will be opened for accommodations.
Texas Star Party: May 29 – June 5th .
Kensington: Planning committee formed, no main
speaker yet. Radio astronomy encouraged.
Marty will be interviewing person on Dark Skies,
Johanna Duffek on Astronomy FM at 9 pm .
In the News: Interview with Brian Greene. Space
Observatory Kepler finds many Earth-size planets,
and several of them in the so-called habitable
zone. Simulated Mars trip. How far back can we
look back in time?

Stephen Uitti, Short presentation on Solar
Eclipse, in July 1972 when he was in Connecticut
at age 13. He had pictures of how he used his
telescope and did an eyepiece projection on a
piece of paper.
SNACKS: Sheila Judd let people know they can
sign up for snacks via email or through her
husband Fred.
Main presentation: Larry Phipps Cassini - There
And Back Again, an overview of the three Saturn
Cassini missions. This presentation included
history, technology, images, and expected and
surprising scientific discoveries.
President asked Diane Hall to inform general
attendees of vote to be taken at Macomb on
President serving the board must be a previous
board member.
43 in attendance.
-Therese Oldani

st

21 April Macomb Talk
James Marron speaks on The Search for
Intelligent Life, focusing on "the problems involved
with communicating with E.T."
Jim & Evie joined the GRAAA (Grand Rapids
Amateur Astronomical Association) in 1961 and
both are past presidents. Jim lectured at the
Roger B. Chaffee planetarium for about 8 years.
He taught evening classes in Astronomy 101 for
about 4 years with Dave Debruyn at the Grand
Rapids Community College. They leased part of
their 20 acres to the GRAAA where the J.C.Veen
Observatory was built in 1970 entirely by
members. They have traveled to four continents to
see and photograph eleven solar eclipses.
Physics Lecture
The Ford Motor Company Distinguished Lecture in
Physics is Wednesday, March 23 at 4:15 pm.
Nobel Laureate, Dr. William D. Phillips will
speak on Time, Einstein and the Coolest Stuff in
the Universe at 1800 Chemistry Auditorium. See
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/physics/newsevents/spe
cial_lectures
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Outreach at Beck
Lee Hartwell, Dave Bailey and I did an
astronomy night last night at Beck School (5th
grade). Four fifth grade classes were invited to
attend along with parents, siblings and friends that
attend other schools. It ran from 7 pm to 8:30 pm
with Astronomy 101 talks by the three of us,
showing of Journey to the Stars and finally
observing of the Orion Nebula with my 11" SCT
along with a green laser sky tour.
It went over very well. They expected about a
50% attendance max, since it wasn't mandatory
and was after hours. Attendance was huge...one
class only had only one student that didn't attend.
The teachers raved about the class and are
already planning on having us back at an even
larger event next year...perhaps all 4-6th grade
students.
I got a call this morning from one of the
teachers asking if I could come back to the school
today for some photos with telescopes and kids.
It turns out that the Utica School district was
impressed with the turnout and quality of the
presentation and is going to do a feature article
about it on the districts web site and internal TV
broadcast. Some of the kids that attended from
other schools are going to talk it up with their
schools so we may have a few more presentations
down the road. When I dropped by today for the
pictures the teacher asked the students if they had
any more questions...and I spent about a half hour
talking to them some more!
There were 120 kids attending plus parents so
a very good turnout. The telescope got a bit busy
although I had one of the parents help me run the
telescope and another who knew a bit about
astronomy handled the green laser star tour. Next
time we will try to get a couple more telescopes.
A special thanks to Dave and Lee who are
ALWAYS there representing WAS and the
Oakland club when it counts.
- Bob Berta

Vollbrecht Planetarium Spring Series
Mike Best presents a series of 8 public shows
at Vollbrecht Planetarium, 19100 Filmore,
Southfield, MI 48075. NASA has designated 2011
the year of the solar system. Mike will emphasize
details about our solar system in 1.5 hour shows.
Show times are 7 pm Friday evenings. Shows are
designed for the general public and included
lecture/question answer, a slide presentation on
the days subject, and star show using the Spitz
A3P projector. The Vollbrecht Planetarium is
attached to Adler Elementary school. Parking is
free in front of the school, but use the Vollbrecht
entrance at the East end of the building.
Advance tickets may be purchased at the
Southfield Parks & Rec. in the Southfield Civic
Center. Tickets are $38.00 for the series.
Individual show tickets are $5.00 for Southfield
residents, $5.50 for non residents. Tickets may
also be purchased at the door for $40.00 for the
series, $7.00 residents and $7.50 non residents.
April 1, Mercury, Venus & Early Spring Skies
April 8, Earth, Moon & Early Spring Skies
April 15, Mars, Asteroids & Mid Spring Skies
April 22, Jupiter, Saturn & Mid Spring Skies
April 29, Uranus, Neptune, Comets & Late
Spring Skies
May 6, Dwarf Planets, Kuiper Belt, Oort Cloud
& Early Summer Skies
May 13, The Lives of Stars, Nebulae & MidSummer Skies
May 20, Galaxies & Late Summer Skies
Call Vollbrecht Planetarium, (248) 746-8880 for
more information.
- Cliff Jones
Snacks Form
A new web based form is up as an alternative way
to sign up for snacks. Sheila Judd will see it, and
use it to coordinate who's bringing snacks when. If
there's a conflict, Sheila will contact you.
http://tinyurl.com/6zo6jt6
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Telescopes Lecture at Wayne State
What did Galileo see? How was infrared light
discovered? How did Hubble discover that the
Universe extends beyond the Milky Way, and is
expanding?
To learn the answers to these questions,and
more, join us for this lecture by Dr. Robert B.
Silver, Professor of Pharmacology, Physiology,
Radiology and Biomedical Engineering at Wayne
State University, as he reviews how the evolution
of the telescope has contributed to our deepening
understanding of the Universe.
There is no charge for this event but an RSVP
is REQUIRED as seating is limited. Please RSVP
at the WSU Events Calendar:
http://tinyurl.com/6fnwg88
Lectures are held in the Wayne State University
Planetarium which is located on the lower level of
the Old Main building. To view Professor Silver's
bio and the event poster, and for directions to the
planetarium go to http://planetarium.wayne.edu/.
Science Under the Dome can be found under the
heading "Venue Information"

success. I think some people renewed who might
not have if we hadn't sent them.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES We took in
$970.65 and spent $469.87. We have $4961.43 in
the bank account and $187.93 in cash.
COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS Not including
pass-through magazine renewals... To USPS,
$40: for P.O. Box renewal. To Click2Mail.com,
$92.28: as reported last month, for renewal
notices; To Attila Danko, $50: for Clear Sky Clock
renewal; To FAAC, $20: for Expo table; To Bob
Berta, $9.54: as reported last month, for materials
for custom award plaques; To Jonathan Kade,
$72: for 6 months of Meetup hosting. I looked into
moving this to the W.A.S. debit card, but Meetup's
payments are on a personal basis, so when
somebody else is the treasurer this wouldn't make
sense. I'm rather irked with Meetup lately. To Gary
Ross, $6.10: for mailing costs and snacks . Snack
reimbursements to members, $17.
INCOME
New memberships: $17
Renewals: $652
- Jonathan Kade

Treasurer's Report
Now that we have a solid year of ledger entries, I
will draw up a cost schedule for the year. This
should be helpful to future treasurers.
MEMBERSHIP We had one new member in
February: Yashas Vaidya, a student member who
has been attending Macomb meetings. We had
twenty-six renewals. (And one member tried to
renew for an extra year! He overpaid in
December, as well, so I issued an $8 refund.) As
of today, we have 72 members.
SENIOR MEMBERSHIP Due to the reduced age
of senior memberships (60 instead of 65), many
more members qualified for it and are paying at
the $8 lower rate. This will probably reduce our
income by $100+ dollars, but I will calculate exact
figures at the end of March.
MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS I renewed five
subscriptions this month, and tried to renew a 6th.
RENEWAL LETTERS The renewal letters were a

Donations: $69 (Cranbrook), $37.7 (Macomb)
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BEYOND THE RIM OF THE WORLD, ALMOST
How often have I said, nay, proclaimed, that it is
not the telescope: it is the operator. Once again,
"they said it couldn't be done," and by dammy they
were almost right! The wee hours , March the 1st...
It had been unusually chilly in southern
California for many days. There was hard frost in
Burbank the brilliant morning of the 28th, and on
the following evening in San Diego the sky was
perfecto, a chilly night with better transparency
than I have seen in Royal Oak, save a couple of
nights last summer. I was visiting an old
astronomy mate, Martin N. (a/k/a "Axe") Mill, a
bloke I met fifty -- count 'em -- fifty years ago when
we were neighbors in Oak Park. Martin built a ten
inch reflector in his basement. In his garage is a
veritable optical workshop.
Considering we were within San Diego's city
limits and downtown was to the South, I was
banging on about how much we could see.
Moreover, the municipality per se and his 1950sera subdivision is not brightly lit by the standards
of contemporary North American cities, an
ambiance which brings back my grossly mis-spent
youth. With the low houses and sparse trees, two
very tall palms out front, the street is an urban
astronomer's paradise. Even so, body still on
Eastern Time, after a while I fell upon my cot with
cries of delight.
Insomnia, fueled by pigging out in Burbank the
night before -- "Frank Sinatra Steak," no less -across the avenue from the old Warner Brothers'
lot. I awoke at some ghastly hour and did what
came naturally: hit Martin's refrigerator, like taking
candy from a baby. A quick peek outside showed
the sky not good anymore. "Tired but happy," as
the saying goes, gut on slumber, I took another
gander, and . . .
Clear! Lordy, was it good. In plaid flannel
'jammies I walked into the street and there,
already past culmination stood Centaurus.
Methought: Can I? Is it possible? With the centre
of town pretty much due south, is this a task too
much even for ME?

"Bali Hai [my] special island." Omega Centauri,
N.G.C. 5139, the Big Enchilada. The mighty
globular has had the grip of sirens since I first saw
it in a small reflector over forty years ago. Time
was very much a-wastin'!
I ran into the house but the only instrument
easily at hand from Martin's arsenal was a stubby
spotting telescope, a 30x25 job not bigger than a
monocular. It was, however, and importantly,
mounted on a good camera tripod. Out again into
the lane, but there was a tree damnably where the
huge polygon of Centaurus was. The whole rig
was very portable so I schlepped it down the
sidewalk, then hunkering down like a chimp to
look through it.
As said, the great constellation was already
past meridian; Omega is at approximately 47 deg.
S. declination. Just scanning about with that
narrow field was totally futile. Using an old all-sky
chart, I saw that a "pointer" system was available
using a line connecting Theta Cen to the triangle
of Psi, Mu, and Nu, thence on to the south-east.
Even so, the enterprise was fraught. . . S-l-o-w-l-y,
up and down . . . side to side . . . going so low the
horizon trees repeatedly came into view. I was not
rightly sure what would come up on the shovel.
There was a patch, very slightly grayer than the
gray sky in the field. Could it be? Back and forth
with averted vision. Something was big, faint and
very soft in outline: yes, the giant cluster. How
many degrees above the true horizon one cannot
say, but there she blew, within a city of millions,
the only advantage a dry, crisp atmosphere.
I duly erected a monument to my prowess on
the kitchen table consisting of the telescope, sky
chart, and a 1.5 litre bottle of cheap red. He may
not have been amused. A hero of my late 'teens,
Matt F. Taggart of Fort Lauderdale, whimsical
gentleman astrophotographer, said it best. "All you
have to do is get up in the morning." My secret
was admittedly not force of will, but the inspiration
of "Frank Sinatra Steak" and French onion soup.
The rest, as they say, is "history." - G. M. ROSS
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