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The President’s Field of View
I love astronomy stores – stores that sell only telescopes and astronomy equipment. We don’t have
any here in Michigan, so any time I am in a city that does have one, I visit them. I don’t actually
buy anything there, but it’s great to see all the equipment that I’ve been reading about in astronomy
magazines, touch it, try it out, and see how it works.
The Observatory is a store in Dallas, which I visited in 2008,
while there for a relative’s wedding. They advertise as “the most
complete telescope store in Texas” but it had the least equipment
on display of any of the stores I visited.
Starizona is in Tucson,
Arizona, where I checked it
out while visiting a cousin
there in 2007. I had actually bought my 8” Celestron SCT from
them online in 2006, before I had ever been in their store. They let
potential customers try out any of their equipment in their parking
lot on Friday and Saturday nights. It’s the only place where I
have ever tried Canon’s image-stabilized binoculars, and I loved
them, but couldn’t justify the $1700 price tag on the 15x50’s that
I wanted.
Scope City, in San Francisco, is the most congested of the stores
I have seen. I went there while visiting my son who lives across
the bay. It’s space is small but every inch is packed solid with
telescopes. They are so tightly packed that you can’t really get
a look at each one without asking the staff to make a little space
around the one you want to look at.
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OPT is in Oceanside, California, about two thirds of the way south
from Los Angeles toward San Diego. I made the drive down there
while visiting my daughter in Irvine. This is the largest astronomy
store I have seen. I have bought several eyepieces and other
accessories from them online, before visiting the store, since they
have good prices with their discount for any member of any astronomy
club. The most fun was meeting the owner, Craig Weatherwax, who
appears in silly costumes in their ads every month in astronomy
magazines.
I love astronomy stores. I wish we had one in Michigan.
									
The

SWAP

SHOP

--Jon

This column is for those
interested in buying, trading or
selling. Ads run for six months.
The month and year the ad will be
removed is shown. Submit ads to
publications@warrenastro.org.

MEADE #775 HARD CARRYING CASE
FOR ETX-125. Brand new, never been
used. Received as a gift but not for the right
telescope. Cost $200 new asking $75. Would
like it to find a good home where it would be
useful. Dick Gala (248) 549-5238).
e-mail: rrgala@med.wayne.edu (2-2013)

Reminder to all members:
We need your help to continue having snacks at the meetings. For full details on how to volunteer,
what we need, or compensation, please email Sheila at scrapsalotsmb@yahoo.com or use the
signup form on our website. Napkins and cups are now provided by the club.
Suggested snacks:
Two to three packs of cookies or similar sweet snacks
One to two packs of salty snacks (pretzels or chips)
Optionally, one pack of small candies
Two to three 2-liter bottles of pop, juice, etc.
One bottle of water
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Outreach
A pastor of a Lutheran church is an astronomy aficionado and asked WAS to provide a star party,
talks, etc. for a special event for his entire congregation. This is scheduled for September. More
information will be shared at the Cranbrook and Macomb membership meetings.
The first Perseids Meteor Shower event at Bald Mountain State Park was a success. Diane Hall,
Jonathan Kade, Dale Theime and Bob Berta were joined by NASA rep. Michael Foerster for the
event. The participants and park rangers enjoyed the night and are looking forward to more WAS/
Park events later. The park is a good local observing site...perhaps we can get the rangers to allow
night time access more often.
The annual Metro Park/WAS Perseids event at Stargate had a big crowd of over 100 people. The
skies were OK and several Meteors were sighted. The Big DOB and our Observatory showed the
crowd Saturn and some of its moons, double stars and a couple of nebulae.
-Bob Berta
Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More information
about upcoming meetings, maps to Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at http://bhmich.
com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me know if you might attend so that appropriate plans can be
made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines
2nd VP, Observatory Report
Observatory report:
We had a great turnout for the open house on July 28 at Stargate Observatory with many members and
general public attending and observing through a number of telescopes including the 12.5” cass. On
Sunday August 12 we had over 100 people from the general public and a number of club members at
the observatory for the Perseid meteor shower. A few bright meteors were spotted and the 22’ Dob and
12.5” Cass had long lines of people observing through them.
During the open house at Stargate on Saturday August 18th we had about 30 people including WAS
members, general public and a few scouts. We had a clear sky for a while and then it clouded up. A few
members brought their scope and we had the 12.5” open for observing. We enjoyed good observing
and good conversation.
Hope to see you at the next Stargate open house.

-Riyad Matti
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Speaker’s Corner - September 10, Cranbrook
For our September talk at Cranbrook, Jim Shedlowsky will bring us “Houston, We Have A Problem.”
For those of you not familiar with the classic quote, Jim has an explanation:
“The 3rd scheduled lunar landing exploration mission was scheduled for liftoff at 13 minutes after the 13th
hour....and scheduled to land on the moon on the 13th day of April in 1970. A major accident turned the
mission into one of the greatest and most gripping adventures in the history of space exploration.
My presentation will chronicle this amazing adventure and the details & circumstances surrounding the
nearly disastrous failures and incredible teamwork which conspired to recover and bring the crew back
safely from 200,000 miles in space.”
Jim Shedlowsky graduated from the University of Michigan in 1960 with a degree in Engineering Physics.
After spending 2 years as an Artillery Officer in the US Army in Germany, he worked for 36 years at General
Motors as a Vehicle Development Engineer/Manager specializing in Acoustics, Noise and Vibration, retiring
in 1999. In his spare time he wrote and recorded music for Epic and Roulette Records as one of the “Skee
Brothers”.
Jim rekindled a lifelong interest in astronomy upon his retirement in 1999, and he joined the Warren
Astronomical Society. His interests include observing and outreach, and he owns several telescopes, but
in recent years his “passion” for astronomical history and technology has become a major factor. He is the
Vice President of the McMath – Hulbert Astronomical Society, has visited a number of major observatories
and has assembled a significant collection of books in this regard.
Jim and his wife winter in Mesa, Arizona (….a great place for observing ) and he participates in the activities
of the East Valley Astronomy Club. He took part in the “All Arizona Messier Marathon” in March of 2009,
earning a certificate for observing 104 Messier objects in one night.

WAS Discussion Group
The WAS Discussion Group meetings take place at the home of Gary and Patty Gathen from 8
to 11 PM on the fourth Thursday of the month from January through October. Different dates are
scheduled for November and December due to Thanksgiving and the holidays. The Gathens live
at 21 Elm Park Blvd in Pleasant Ridge, which is three blocks south of I-696 and about a half block
west of Woodward Ave. A map can be found at http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result.php?q1=21+E
lm+Park+Blvd.%2C+Pleasent+Ridge%2C+MI.
The agenda is centered around discussing one science topic at a time by all. Soft drinks are furnished
while snacks are contributed by attendees. We usually have from 4 to 16 members and guests, so
come on over (and bring some snacks for the group). Gary can be reached at 248.543.5400 and at
gary@gathen.net.

September Cranbrook Date
Our September Cranbrook meeting will be on Monday, September 10. This is one
week later than in other months, because the first Monday of September is Labor Day.
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Object of the Month - NGC7008:
NGC 7008 is an often overlooked planetary nebula in the constellation Cygnus. It is sometimes referred
to as the Fetus Nebula or Coat Button Nebula, due to its distinctive curved shape and notable structural
details that are readily visible in mid-sized amateur telescopes. Relative to most planetary nebulae,
this object is comparatively large (1.4’ x 1.0’) and is fairly conspicuous at the eyepiece, despite its
magnitude of 12.0. As such, it might be expected that the Fetus Nebula would be a showpiece object
and amongst the most famous objects of its type. Unfortunately, this is not the case and our object of
the month remains a considerably underappreciated object.
NGC 7008 resides near the border of Cygnus and Cepheus in an area that is somewhat lacking in
brighter naked-eye visible stars, a fact which might make finding a good starting point for star-hopping
more difficult from light polluted observing sites. Its position is just north of the halfway point between
the magnitude 2.5 star Alderamin (α Cephei) and the well-known first magnitude star Deneb (α Cygni).
Although a faint wisp of nebulosity is apparent even at low powers in medium aperture telescopes, it
is best observed at 100x magnification or more. The outer perimeter of the nebula traces out about
three quarters of an oval shape, giving it a comma-like appearance. The inner portion of the nebula
is darker, imparting an elongated broken-annulus form, with an irregular outline marking the inside
perimeter of the ring. These features, along with the mottled texture of the brighter regions combine to
reveal the fetus-like figure for which the object is named. The view is further enhanced by the nearby
color-contrasted double star HJ 1606 (18” sep., 185° PA) that is nearly superimposed on the “missing”
southeastern quadrant of the nebula.
This column is a recently added feature written with the intention of introducing a new object each
month that is visible from Stargate Observatory using a moderate-sized telescope typical of beginner
and intermediate level amateur astronomers. In particular, special focus will be given to objects that are
not among the common objects with which most observers are already familiar, but instead articles will
mainly give attention to “hidden gems” or underappreciated features of the night sky.
-Chuck Dezelah
Members are encouraged to join the Warren Astronomical Society Yahoo Group
for messages, photo posting and more.
Save the Date

Macomb Meeting Room Change

Annual WAS Banquet December 8, 2012 Beginning this month, September, our Macomb

meetings will be back to our normal meeting
room 221 in the Library Building J, at Macomb
Community College. Enter through the main front
entrance (south side) of the library building. We
will no longer be in our summer meeting location
There will still be no Macomb meeting in December. on the lower level. This month’s Macomb meeting
is on September 20.
Our annual banquet at the end of this year will be
on Saturday evening, December 8. This is different
than in past years when we had the banquet on
the Thursday of the December Macomb meeting.
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Written in the “stars”
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Double Star Report
31st OF JULY
16” S.-Cass. @ 240X
Gibbous Moon high
DELTA ANDROMEDAE -- Wide, faint companion
in moonlight, P.A. 280, estim. “G” primary. Hirshfeld
and Sinnott: P.A. 300 degrees (1934), unchanged
(1878), (not a particularly good estimate of position
angle). 29 arc-sec. 3.3/ 12.4 mags. They cite the
primary as “A” class. In addition, they list a 15th
magnitude C companion, no P.A. change (191059). Plotted double on ATLAS OF THE HEAVENS
(Becvar) as well as A. BOREALIS.
EPSILON I 1 ANDROMEDAE -- Striking cats’s eyes.
P.A. 70 deg., wide, westerly companion yellowish?
H & S enumerate both as “G” stars, 7.4/ 7.6 mags.
The AB are 47 arc-sec. apart @ P.A. 50 (1933).
Note: I made the same underestimation of Position
Angle as that entered above, undoubtedly a function
of the skewed position of the eyepiece in climbing
Andromeda.
28 ANDROMEDAE -- Not split. H & S: 2.5 arc-sec.
(1948), 5.2/ 13.0 mag. The B should have been
easily visible were it not for the Moon -- unless the
system has closed in sixty years, a good possibility.

opened in sixty years. They cite it as “F” class. One
could even stretch this field into a “false quintuple”
with a “third” component to the E.; the brighter
objects good in even low power binoculars. A final
interesting note on these stars is brightness. Field
Edition and 2000 show the east-west principle
stars as markedly different mags., the former very
different. ATLAS BOREALIS depicts them as pretty
much equal. Regarding star designation, search as
one might, there is a designation for only one of the
bright stars (AC 1, supra) in Hirshfeld and Sinnott,
strange perhaps since most of the atlases show two
doubles, but ATLAS CATALOGUE (Becvar) also
lists only one, because his Field Edition shows only
one double. All fascinating in eyepiece as well as
reference books.
7th of August
This morning seeing was fair and the gibbous Moon
continued to be a factor.
Unknown Star in Grus -- 7th magnitude double N.E.
of T Gruis ~ 36-37 S. Declination. P.A. Observed
P.A. 160 deg. with yellowish primary. 16-inch @
125X but also seen with 4” refractor. Very wide in
the Borr Telescope. Becvar’s ATLAS CATALOGUE
goes down to 6.75 mag., so below that brightness.
Hirshfeld and Sinnott also yielded nothing.

Beta 1011 Gruis -- Extra wide double @ 125X and
also seen in the 4”. P.A. 130 deg. I estimate the A
PI ANDROMEDAE -- P.A. 175 deg., wide component as “B” class. Hirshfeld and Sinnott say,
components, White-blue, A star estimated as “A” however, that the Position Angle is ~ 300 deg. (1881,
class. H & S: 36 arc-sec. (1821), no data (1937). 1936) and the stars are 2 arc-sec. 6.5/ 9.5 mags. I
4.4/ 8.6 mags. They satisfyingly give the P.A. as 173 mistook a field star. Also, to make the error complete,
deg. but the A star as “B” class. Also, a 13th mag. the primary is “K”.
companion 55 arc-sec. away, which again should be
easy in the Borr Telescope. Depicted only double on Upsilon Gruis -- Could not split. 1 arc-sec. (1920)
AT. OF HEAVENS and BOREALIS.
and no data (1948). 5.7/ 8.0.
“False quadruple” 3 degrees west of Pi And -- Both
stars are double on AT. BOREALIS and SKY ATLAS
2000, but only the fainter (E.) star on Field Edition of
ATLAS OF THE HEAVENS. The brighter star could
not be split. ATLAS CATALOGUE designates the
eastern star as AC 1. Becvar’s ATLAS CATALOGUE
puts separation less than 2 arc-sec. (1959). I observe
a very close pair estimated at P.A. 280 degrees,
while H & S give essentially the same figure,
288 deg. 7.5/ 8.0 mags. The pair may well have

21st of August
Yester-day I observed the Sun @ 30X in the 50mm
refractor from R. Oak. The lack of sunspots was
striking. There were four groups -- possibly three,
depending on polarisation of two near disc centre
-- de minimis at best. All spots were either small
(two) or little more than “pores”. Given the proximity
to sunspot “maximum” the dearth of photospheric
activity is arresting.
-Gary M. Ross
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WAS Club logo wear
(Photos and modeling by Jon Blum)

2012 Stargate Observatory Open House
September 15, November 20, December 17
2012 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
September 10, October 1, November 5
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
September 20, October 18, November 15

Diane Worth,
dianewsky-night@yahoo.com
or 248-980-7832 sells club logo
clothing (hats, shirts, sweatshirts, jackets).
Stephen Uitti brings the catalog to meetings.
Astronomical Phenomena
September 2012

d h
1 2
2 20
7 5
8 0
8 11
8 13
8 17
10 13
12 15
14 9
16 2
16 11
17 20
18 4
18 11
19 3
19 20
21 9
21 23
22 14
22 19
23 7
27 7
29 7
30 1
30 3

Mercury 1.2N of Regulus
Uranus 4.7S of Moon
Moon at apogee
Aldebaran 4.5S of Moon
Jupiter 0.6N of Moon Occn
LAST QUARTER
Moon furthest North (21.3)
Mercury superior conjunction
Venus 3.6N of Moon
Regulus 5.5N of Moon
NEW MOON
Mercury 5.5N of Moon
Pluto stationary
Spica 0.8N of Moon
Occn
Saturn 4.8N of Moon
Moon at perigee
Mars 0.2N of Moon
Occn
Antares 5.6S of Moon
Moon furthest South (-21.2)
Equinox
FIRST QUARTER
Pluto 0.4N of Moon
Occn
Neptune 5.7S of Moon
Uranus at opposition
Uranus 4.7S of Moon
FULL MOON

All times are in UTC

Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least
2 hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if it
is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy, but it
clears up as the evening progresses.
- Riyad Matti, 2nd VP
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W.A.S. History S.I.G.

Browsing through the September issues, we
find these gems: in 1969 Frank McCullough
reports on the Perseids in “Night of Majesty”.
Larry F. Kalinowski writes on film and A.S.A.
ratings in “Introduction to Astrophotography, and
our attention is drawn to M-27 in “Observational
Astronomy” by Frank McCullough.
The September 1972 issue sports the official logo
of the W.A.S. (designed by Roger Civic), I’m not
sure if there ever was an unofficial logo. Timothy
Skonieczny gets busy in this issue, reporting on
the 1972 solar eclipse in “Operation Eclipse” and
reviewing a book, “Astronomy in Color (A Stellar
Best Seller)”. Not to be outdone, Dave Harrington
filed a compilation of several viewing site reportings
in “Eclipse Report”.
The “Vespa” of September 1977 carries a column by
Louis J. Faix called “The Apprentice Astronomers
Log Book” where he discusses Barnard’s Star in
this issue. David Dobrzelewski ran a couple of
articles on “Observing the Outer Solar System”,
this was the second instalment, featuring Neptune
and Pluto. And, since it is September, we get
another Perseid report from Lou Faix: Perseid
Maxima -”77”

Upcoming Talks

Oct 1 C Dale Partin
		Ultraviolet Light and You
		
Oct 18 M Mike Simonsen
Nov 5 C David DeBruyn
		Astronomy’s 1st Golden Age of
		
Discovery - 1890-1930
Election of Officers for 2013
Nov 15 M Larry Phipps
		Astronomical Space Observatories II
In September 1983 we are treated with a way to
“Determine How Wide A Field of View the Eyepiece
Will Give You” in “The Calculating Astronomer” by
Kenneth Wilson. A delightful report on our outreach
efforts: “W.A.S. Participated in “Down Home Days”
Held in Shelby Township” by Joe Gulino
Bonus: The History SIG received some new photos
from Steven Aggas, former W.A.S. president.
Included were these photos of his 1988 Stellafane
award winning telescope, with none other than
Clyde Tombaugh (who graces the cover of our April
1976 cover) posing with it. Two other scopes ( a
20” Dobsonian from 1992 and a 36” f/4.5 monster)
built by Steven have appeared in the June 2008
issue of Sky & Telescope.
- Dale Thieme
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Treasurer’s Report
July 31, 2012
MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 104 members (27 of which are
family memberships).
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES (SUMMARY)
We took in $452.04 and spent $562.10.
We have $10182.50 in the bank and $178.67 in
cash, totaling $10361.17.
COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS
$33.00 snack reimbursements
$22.50 reimburse Astronomical League
membership fees (3 paid twice)

$145.00 paid Astronomical League annual
membership dues for 18 people plus $10.00
WAS annual membership fee
$145.46 annual picnic supplies
$123.19 Stargate building supplies
$60.00 Astronomy Magazine subscriptions
$32.95 S&T Magazine subscription (billed to the WAS
debit card erroneously – will be refunded by check)
INCOME
$244.00 new memberships and renewals
$51.04 donations for snacks
$60.00 magazine subscriptions
$7.50 Astronomical League membership
$89.50 donations for Stargate
$4195.50 Total donated for new telescope and
mount
-Dale Partin, Treasurer

Photo and Article Submissions
We at your WASP want to include your photos and articles. After all, this is YOUR publication!
To share your photos for submission in the WASP, please email them to
publications@warrenastro.org
Please include some captions for your photos along with your name and dates taken.
Newsletter Topics
We know that not everyone likes to talk in public, but we also know that our members have a lot of
things they want to say. Please consider writing an article to share with your fellow astronomers!
Need a topic? Here are some suggestion:
•
•
•
•
•

Gadgets
Techniques.
Talk about your photos
Tell us about your experiences
Technical discussion for beginners or advanced readers.

If you have an idea for an article that isn’t one I have listed, please submit that at any time and we’ll
make room for it.
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WAS Board Meeting, August 6, 2012
Jon Blum called the meeting to order at 6:34
Board members: Jon Blum, Diane Hall, Riyad
Matti, Dale Partin, Dale Thieme, Bob Berta
Visitors: Dave Bailey, Brian Klaus, Jason Daniels,
Marty Kunz, Ken Bertin, Jim Near
Reports:
1VP: Diane Hall reported that talks are scheduled
through 2013, one small opening in October for
short talk. Metro park Authority may be making
AATB charge an entry fee.
2VP: Riyad Matti reported: open house: 60-80
people turned out, many newbies. Observatory
was fully functional. Perseid shower party will be
on the 12th of August with the regular open house
the following Saturday.
Treasurer: 104 members. Nearly 4200 towards
the telescope/mount. Dale Partin has updated the
501.3c information in preparation for re-application.
Membership form is updated in regards to the new
policy.

Outreach: Looking to do a star party with a
Lutheran Church. Sept 28
Publications:WASP is up
Old Business: 501c3 item, Dale Partin (pretty
much finished with the financial reporting) Debra
and DIane are working on verbose answers.
Banquet price is set at $35.00, if paid by last
Cranbrook Meeting before the banquet, only
$30.00.
New Business: Riyad has a stiff neck so we need
a diagonal for the scope. Dale Thieme moves to
spend up to $350 for a diagonal that will be used in
the future with the new scope, Bob Berta seconds.
Motion carries.
Discussion on pledge incentives.
Jonathan would like to get new vinyl stickers of
the club emblem. He is looking into some sun
resistant versions that will work well on auto
and other outdoor placements. Decision tabled
pending findings.
Jon Blum dismissed the meeting at 7:27

Speaker’s Corner - September 20, Macomb
Our September Macomb talk will be a multimedia festival presented by Jonathan Kade. This a
tribute to Neil Armstrong and should be a pleasant diversion during the action-packed month of
star parties and outreach events. We’d like to tell you exactly what’s on the bill of fare, but we
didn’t get it from the Film Board of Canada and so are sworn to secrecy.
Jonathan Kade, our current club webmaster and merchandise vendor, has been a member of
this august society since 2007. He is currently searching for a new astronomical passion to
sustain him now that the Transit of Venus has come and gone. The Program Chair recommends
something involving lots of exotic travel, but the Chair does admit to bias in this matter.
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WAS General Meeting

Publications: August WASP is up

The meeting began at 7:31 with 47 present

SIG Reports
Discussion Group: Gary Gathen hosts the
meeting at his house 4th Thursday of the month.
Details on our website.

Cranbrook, August 6, 2012

Officer Reports:
1VP: opening for a short talk in Oct. Cranbrook,
Monday, Sept. 10: “Houston we have a problem” by
Jim Shedlowsky, Macomb meeting Jonathan Kade
is putting together a multi media presentation Tree
of life, Galileo project for the Macomb meeting.
In search of Capella is finally going to be at the
Macomb meeting in August.

Solar Group: Marty Kunz mentioned that the
sun’s moderately active, quite a few little spots.
Bob Trembley showed a nice shot of a filament on
his laptop.

Hands On: Riyad will be out at Stargate during the
open house (Aug 18) with a list of double stars to
2VP: Riyad Matti reported that we had a good check out.
turnout at the picnic, using the pavilion was great.
Having a working observatory on the open house History: Currently scanning and digitizing 1973
was a real plus. Perseids coming up Sat/Sun WASPs
(11,12), and the regular open house on Sat 18.
In The News
Treasurer: Dale Partin reports we have about • Sally Ride passed away 1951-2012
$10,400, with about $4,200 dedicated for scope • Meteorite left-handed molecules a blow to ET
search?
(details in WASP). We have downloadable
•
Kepler glitch may lower odds of finding Earth’s
membership applications on the website. New
twin
members joining after July get an extra year for
their money. Magazine discounts: Astronomy • Tidy close match solar system holds planetary
pinball clue
Magazine doesn’t go through the club now, Dale
Partin will provide the code. Astronomy Technology • Most distant black hole heard munching star
Today, the discount code is WAS. Sky & Telescope • NASA jubilant as Curiosity rover lands safely
on Mars
goes through the treasurer for the first time only.
Outreach: Bob Berta reminded us of Kensington
Astronomy at the Beach, we need volunteers for the
table and assisting with the scopes (Sept. 21,22).
Bob Berta also mentioned that, in attempting to
attend our picnic, one of our members, Jon Root,
was involved in an accident while turning in to
Rotary Park sustaining a broken shoulder, we wish
him a speedy recovery.

Short Talk: “Why you should go to GLSG and
AATB” by Jon Blum
Presentation: “Urban Observing Tricks, Tips and
Techniques” by Chuck Dezelah
The meeting ended at 10:08

Oakland Astronomy Club Newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html

Clear skies, - Bill MacIntosh
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WAS General Meeting, Macomb, 16, 2012
Jon Blum called the meeting to order at 7:31, with 44
guests and members in attendance.
Officer Reports:
President: Jon Blum plugged the Great Lakes Star
Gaze (Sept. 13 -16), pointed out that our next Macomb
meeting will be back in the regular Library room (221)
and that the September Cranbrook meeting will be one
week later, on the 10, because of Labor Day.
1VP, Diane Hall: coming up at Cranbrook: “Houston We
Have a Problem” by Jim Shedlowsky. No short talk, so
we will have time for plenty of questions.
Next at Macomb: Excerpts from “The Galileo Project”
and “The Tree of Life,” presented by Jonathan Kade.
Now accepting talk submissions for 2013! Contact Diane
if you would like to give a short or long presentation.
2VP: Riyad Matti reports: We had a great turnout for the
club picnic on July 21 and the open house on July 28 at
Stargate Observatory. On Sunday August 12 we had
over 100 people from the general public and a number of
club members at the observatory for the Perseid meteor
shower. A few bright meteors were spotted and the
22’ Dob and 12.5” Cassegrain had long lines of people
observing through them.
Next open house at Stargate is this Saturday August 18
and we hope to see everyone at our observatory.
Treasurer: Dale Partin reports we now have 104
members; we have $10,361 of which $4,195 is in our
new-telescope donation fund. Full details in the WASP.
Outreach: Bob Berta reports: For Perseid meteor
shower the night before the Stargate event, Diane,
Jonathan, Dale Thieme and I went to a S’mores and
Meteors event at Bald Mountain State Park. Had around
20 people but turned out to be a great spot. Saw quite
a few meteors (more than we saw at Stargate the next
day). Rangers were impressed with the event and are
interested in doing something larger down the road. By
the way, Michael Foerster who is the local NASA rep also
was there. He will be giving a talk at WAS in the coming
months. That location would be a good observing spot
Publications: Debra Chaffins says the August issue
of the WASP is online. If any members have photos to
share in the WASP, please email your photos to Debra
(email addresses of all officers at top of page 2 of WASP)
SIG Reports
History: The 1973 issues have been scanned in and
digitized. We may be on the home stretch of the Larry

Kalinowski collection of WASP issues (1976 and some
random issues).
GLAAC report: Please sign up for outreach for this
year’s AatB! Telescopes and table volunteers wanted.
The W.A.S. table will again be presenting prizes to
children who complete the scavenger hunts. A special
talk for club members will be given by Astronaut Drew
Feustel at the Nature Center there at Kensington at 1
PM Saturday, followed by dinner at a local restaurant.
In The News
• Mysterious Pioneer Anomaly: ‘This is the Answer’
• Galactic busy-bee solves star conundrum
• Where next? Curiosity’s scientific priorities on Mars
• Curiosity might prove we’ve already found life on
mars
• Space fuel crisis: NASA confronts the plutonium
pinch
Special presentation
Dr. Dave Harrington and Diane Ingrao, members of the
WAS since the 1960s, announced that two more asteroids
had been named after late members of the Society:
Asteroid 75829 Alyea is named after founding member
Gerry Alyea, whose wife Margaret accepted the plaque.
Asteroid 80675 Kwentus is named after Pete and
Ginger Kwentus, early and very active members, whose
children Ron and Sandy accepted the plaques.
Also in attendance were Joann Kalinowski, the
Kwentuses’ families, and very long-time member Tim
Skonieczny. Former member Ken Wilson helped with
the historical perspective.
A hearty thanks go to long-time members Rik and
Dolores Hill at Kitt Peak for keeping the WAS in their
thoughts and for requesting that these giants of our
history have permanent places in the sky.
Presentations: “Searching for Capella” -via white board
surfing by Gary (I don’t need no stinkin’ computer) Ross
and “SYZRGY 2012” by Diane Hall.
Observing Reports: Several members reported on
seeing the Perseids from several locations. Gary Ross
was observing from Bruce, at Kimball High School were
he picked up Alpha Phoenices from Lat 42º 30”. Truly
the second greatest observer in Michigan.
The meeting ended at 9:27
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Telescopes are in some ways like time machines. They reveal galaxies so far away
that their light has taken billions of years to reach us. We in astronomy have an
advantage in studying the universe, in that we can actually see the past.
We owe our existence to stars, because they make the atoms of which we are
formed. So if you are romantic you can say we are literally starstuff. If you’re
less romantic you can say we’re the nuclear waste from the fuel that makes
stars shine.
We’ve made so many advances in our understanding. A few centuries ago, the
pioneer navigators learnt the size and shape of our Earth, and the layout of the
continents. We are now just learning the dimensions and ingredients of our entire
cosmos, and can at last make some sense of our cosmic habitat.
- Sir Martin Rees, Astronomer Royal of Great Britain

