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The President’s Field of View

My favorite astronomy movie is Contact. It came out in 1997, starred Jodie Foster and Matthew McConaughey,
and was based on a novel by Carl Sagan. Jodie Foster played Dr. Eleanor Arroway, a character based loosely
on real astronomer Dr. Jill Tarter, who retired last year as head of the Center for Search for Extraterrestrial
Intelligence (SETI).
In the movie, Ellie Arroway uses headphones to listen for radio signals from aliens, at the VLA (Very Large
Array), a real 22-mile-wide configuration of 27 radio telescopes, each 25 meters in diameter, outside of Socorro,
New Mexico. Of course we know the actual “listening” is done with computers and not headphones, but hey,
she found aliens, so who cares? Some
things I like about this movie, are that it
encourages interest in astronomy, and
its smart female lead is an example for
women interested in science.
The movie’s aliens came from Vega,
25 light years away, so sometimes I
think of them when I look at Vega high
in the sky at this time of year. I also
thought of them, and of Jodie Foster,
Jill Tarter, and SETI, when my wife and
I visited the VLA in 2004, as shown in
this photo. Are there real aliens out
there? As characters in Contact said
twice during the movie, “if it’s just us, it
seems like an awful waste of space.”
Jon
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Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More information
about upcoming meetings, maps to Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at http://bhmich.
com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me know if you might attend so that appropriate plans can be
made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines
Upcoming Talks

September 9		
C
Jim Shedlowsky		
				Jim Shedlowsky
September 19
M
Dave Bailey			

Peenemunde: The Birth of Flight
Stellafane (short)
Recipe for a Comet
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August Star Party
The Northern Michigan Astronomy Club invites all WAS members to their Second Annual NOMAC Star
Party, August 8 to 10, 2013. It will be in a dark sky site at the Raven Hill Discovery Center in East Jordan, Michigan. This is about 5 miles south of Boyne City.
There will be on-field camping, some electrical hookups, and a large pad with a 16” Dob. There will be
a porta-potty plus regular indoor bathroom. Food will be provided (donations accepted). The location
is near Lake Charlevoix, for daytime boating and water activities. They have a guest speaker Friday
night and may add one for Saturday night. The star party is free, though camping is $30 for 2 nights.
For more information, or to register, see their website at www.nomac.net (notice it is .net and not .com).
Or email Bryan Shumaker (a former WAS member) at cystokid@charter.net .

Speaker’s Corner - August 5, Cranbrook
At the Cranbrook meeting on August 5, the main talk will be NexStarry Night - How I Bought an
Orange Telescope by Jon Blum. Jon will describe the lengthy research and shopping that he did
in order to purchase his current telescope, as well as explain what you need to know to choose
eyepieces and other accessories for your telescope. This is an encore version of a talk that Jon
initially presented seven years ago, updated with additional information.
Jon is the current W.A.S. president. He began his astronomy hobby when he retired from
dermatology in 2001. He joined our club in 2004 in order to learn to use his telescope. Other than
the cardboard telescope he had as a child, his first real telescope was a Meade ETX-90 given to
him by his children as a retirement gift. Since 2006 he has been using a Celestron 8” SCT. This will
be his 14th presentation to our club.
Our short talk for the evening, by Bob Trembley, will focus on NASA lunar missions including
LADEE.

Cranbrook Meeting Date Change for September
Our Cranbrook meeting for the month of September will be on September 9. It will not be on the
normal first Monday of the month, due to the Labor Day holiday.
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Object of the Month - NGC 6934:
NGC 6934 is a relatively small, yet surprisingly conspicuous globular cluster in the constellation
Delphinus. For mid-northern latitudes, the summer months bring a wealth of well known (and
more than a few lesser known) globular clusters. The famous comet hunter, Charles Messier,
was resoundingly effective at cataloging globular clusters, perhaps due to the fact that they strike
an uncanny resemblance to the core of an approaching comet when observed through smaller
apertures. In fact, he logged nearly every globular cluster north of -35° latitude with a magnitude
brighter than 9.0 and an angular size of 5’ or greater. NGC 6934 is a rare exception to this rule—
and the only such omission above -20° latitude. Our object of the month has a magnitude of 8.9
and is 7’ in diameter. It has a Shapley–Sawyer concentration class of VIII, which is indicates that it
is moderately loosely concentrated around the center. Despite this, the cluster appears to have a
core region with enough brightness and concentration to show up well even under significant light
pollution.
NGC 6934 is not difficult to locate for those with a basic knowledge of the summer constellations. The
principle stars of Delphinus are of third and fourth magnitude and are arranged in an eye-catching
diamond formation. Southwest of the diamond is Epsilon Delphini, a fourth magnitude star marking
the tail of the dolphin from which NGC 6934 lies nearly due south by approximately 4°. At low power,
the observer will notice a small fuzzy patch of light with a discernibly brighter core that gradually fades
towards the edges. In close proximity is a 9th magnitude star that is only about 2’ west of the center
of the cluster. This star, together with NGC 6934, gives the vague impression of a wide double star
pairing at first glance. At increased power or with larger aperture, however, the globular nature of the
object and its contrasting character to its stellar neighbor become immediately apparent. With good
conditions, the cluster should not be difficult to at least partially resolve in a telescope of at least 6”
diameter, although greater size certainly improves the resulting view.
This column is written with the intention of introducing a new object each month that is visible from Stargate Observatory using
a moderate-sized telescope typical of beginner and intermediate level amateur astronomers. In particular, special focus will be
given to objects that are not among the common objects with which most observers are already familiar, but instead articles
will mainly give attention to “hidden gems” or underappreciated features of the night sky.
- Chuck Dezelah
WAS Discussion Group
The WAS Discussion Group meetings take place at the home of Gary and Patty Gathen from 8
to 11 PM on the fourth Thursday of the month from January through October. Different dates are
scheduled for November and December due to Thanksgiving and the holidays. The Gathens live
at 21 Elm Park Blvd in Pleasant Ridge, which is three blocks south of I-696 and about a half block
west of Woodward Ave. A map can be found at http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result.php?q1=21+E
lm+Park+Blvd.%2C+Pleasent+Ridge%2C+MI.
The agenda is centered around discussing one science topic at a time by all. Soft drinks are furnished
while snacks are contributed by attendees. We usually have from 4 to 16 members and guests, so
come on over (and bring some snacks for the group). Gary can be reached at 248.543.5400 and at
gary@gathen.net.
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The

SWAP

SHOP

This column is for those interested
in buying, trading or selling.
Ads run for six months. The
month and year the ad will be
removed is shown. Submit ads to
publications@warrenastro.org.
For Sale: NexStar 5, Schmidt-Casegrain lenses,
carrying case, tripod, spotting scope and a couple
of lenses.
Contact name: Lee Prain
E-mail: leeprain@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 248-891-8673
Location: Oxford, MI
$500.00 OBO for all. Excellent condition. used
very little. Has capability of complete portability
using AA batteries. Can be tied to the computer
via RS232 cable. Everything works.
2 TELESCOPES FOR SALE
Meade LX200-GPS 10” Schmidt-Cassegrain Telescope
Meade Tripod
Meade Eyepiece case with Meade Super Plossil
6.4mm, 9.7mm, 12.4mm, 15mm, 20mm, 26mm, 32mm, 40mm

Meade Autostar Suite LPI Lunar Plantary Inager
Meade #610 Dew Shield
Orion 10” Solar Filter SCY/2120
Burgess Binoviewer BaK4 FBBMC
+ many other filters and accessories
$2,500

Meade ETX-90EC w/carrying case & tripod
Meade ETX Autostar
Meade Super Plossil LP 26mm Multi-coated
Eyepiece
BC&F Solar Filter + other accessories
$200
If interested, contact Vince Chrisman
(586) 231-2339

8-inch RV-8 Dynascope by Criterion for sale and wonder if you would make this announcement
available to your membership. It is in very good condition. It is motorized and has 4mm, 9mm, and
18mm eyepieces. There is also a 8X50 finder scope; a Criterion Variable Speed Control; Criterion sun
filter, S-4; and Criterion 2X eyepiece multiplier, CP4. $250.00 cash.
Contact: Duane Birrell (586) 294-2980
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Speaker’s Corner - August 15, Macomb
At the Macomb meeting on August 15th, we will have two presentations. Dale Partin will present
Highlights of the American Astronomical Society Meeting, an account of his adventures infiltrating
a gathering of professional astronomers while he was skipping the June meeting at Cranbrook. G.
M. Ross will then regale us with The Alpha and Omega of Variable Star Observing, in which it will
be shown “that variable star observing can be a waste of time even as it elevates the soul.” Ross
promises it shall be “richly illustrated with over-head transparencies.”
Dale Partin is the current Treasurer of the W.A.S. As for former President Ross, he warns the
audience that “the appearance of [laptops and iThings] causes the speaker to stop in mid-sentence
and stare at you complete with sarcastic comments, as he did at the Fox Valley Astronomical
Society.”

2nd Vice President’s Observatory Report
The Stargate open hose on July 27th was held under cloudy skies. Roughly 14 people attended.
2 telescopes have been donated to the WAS. A Meade 8” f/6 Newtonian telescope from Stony
Creek Metropark, and a Coulter 6” f/15 Dall Kirkham telescope from Roger Civic. Roger was an
early WAS member who designed the WAS logo we have used for so many years.
The WAS thanks the Metroparks and Roger Civic for their generous donations.
Next Stargate open hose will be on August 10th and the main attraction will be the Perseids
meteor shower. We are anticipating a large public showing since the Metroparks have publicized
the event. The building by the river at camp Rotary will be open for lectures and demonstrations
followed by observing after dark.
- Riyad I. Matti

Oakland Astronomy Club Newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html		

Clear skies, - Bill MacIntosh
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“ The whole of Science, and one is tempted to think the
whole of the life of any thinking man, is trying to come
to terms with the relationship between yourself and the
natural world. Why are you here, and how do you fit in, and
what’s it all about. ” 		
~ David Attenborough

Photo and Article Submissions
Your WASP team wants to include your photos and articles. After all, this is YOUR publication!
To share your photos for submission in the WASP, please email them to
publications@warrenastro.org
Documents can be submitted in Word (.doc), Open Office (.ods), or Text (.txt) formats, or put into the body of an email.
Photos can be embedded in the document or attached to the email and should be under 2MB in size.
Please include some captions for your photos along with the way you want your name to appear and dates taken.
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Treasurer’s Report
June 30, 2013

MEMBERSHIP

We currently have 103 members (22 of which are
family memberships).
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES (SUMMARY)

$610.05 purchase projector (per Bob Berta)
INCOME
$59.00 new memberships and renewals
$7.50 Astronomical League memberships
$49.50 donations for snacks

We took in $153.00 and spent $624.29. We have $35.00 donations for new telescope and mount
$13718.42 in the bank and $184.93 in cash,
totaling $13903.35. (These balances include the $2.00 miscellaneous merchandise sales
effect of a $610.05 check, not yet cashed.)
$7624.55 Total donated to date for new telescope
COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS
and mount
$14.24 reimbursement for snacks

-Dale Partin

Members are encouraged to join the Warren Astronomical Society Yahoo Group
for messages, photo posting and more.
W.A.S. History S.I.G.
Wilson, about Sanilac State Park.. He also compiled
the “ASTRO-ALMANAC”, which was a mainstay in
many of the WASP issues.

August 1973
Solar Eclipse, anyone? To commemorate the 1973
Solar Eclipse Diane McCullough collected some
writings together in “Poems Taken from the Sea by”
while Frank McCullough captured the excitement of
the day of the event in “Totality”. To help beef up the
issue, we get “Monthly Chess Problems” from Dave
Harrington.
August 1974
The cover of this issue features the anatomy of Jupiter.
Inside, we get “Observing Site Report No. 2” by Ken

August 1976
The cover of this booklet format issue features the
North American and Pelican nebulae. Then there is this
historical entry in Club News: the W.A.S. Now Has A
Permanent Address: A Post Office box in East Detroit.
Back up in the sky, we get an article about Neptune by
Claude McEldery and the V.S.O. column by Rik Hill,
this month about R Corona Borealis.
WAS history isn’t just in the WASP, but in astronomical
artifacts as well. Bob Berta told us at the July Macomb
meeting that former member Roger Civic donated,
among other items, a Dall–Kirkham telescope to the
club. You can read about this type of scope in the
1970 September/October issue: “The Dall-Kirkham
Telescope Design” by D. T. Ther.
-Dale Thieme
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Snack Volunteer Schedule
August 5		
August 15		
September 9
September 19
October 7		
October 17		

C
M
C
M
C
M

Phil Martin
Fred/Sheila Judd
Riyad Matti
Steve Uitti
Bob Berta
Lee Hartwell

2013 Stargate Observatory Open House
August 10, September 14, October 12
2013 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
August 5, September 9, October 7
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
August 15, September 19, October17

If you are unable to bring the snacks on your
scheduled day, or if you need to reschedule,
please use the form on the website, or email the
board at board@warrenastro.org as soon as you
are able so that other arrangements can be made.
Astronomical Phenomena
August 2013

d h
1 11
2 9
3 9
3 21
4 10
5 6
6 21
8 3
9 22
12 9
13 6
14 10
16 12
17 20
19 1
21 1
21 11
23 23
24 4
24 21
27 1
28 9
28 19
29 17
30 23
31 15

Aldebaran 3.1S of Moon
Moon furthest North (20.0)
Moon at apogee
Jupiter 4.0N of Moon
Mars 5.1N of Moon
Mercury 4.3N of Moon
NEW MOON
Regulus 5.2N of Moon
Venus 4.9N of Moon
Spica 0.5S of Moon
Occn
Saturn 2.8N of Moon
FIRST QUARTER
Moon furthest South (-19.9)
Mars 5.8S of Pollux
Moon at perigee
FULL MOON
Neptune 5.3S of Moon
Mercury 1.3N of Regulus
Uranus 3.2S of Moon
Mercury superior conjunction
Neptune at opposition
LAST QUARTER
Aldebaran 2.9S of Moon
Moon furthest North (19.8)
Moon at apogee
Jupiter 4.4

All times are in UTC

Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least
2 hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if it
is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy, but it
clears up as the evening progresses.
- Riyad Matti, 2nd VP
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WAS Board Meeting July 1, 2013

be reimbursed for the Astro League memberships. Dale
P will look at briefcase options.

Board members: Jon Blum, Diane Hall, Dale Partin, Dale
Thieme, Bob Berta
Visitors: Ken Bertin, Brian Klaus, Dave Bailey, Jason
Daniels, Bob Trembley

Secretary: No Report

Reports:
President: Jon Blum brought the meeting to order at 6:37
1st Vice President: Diane reported that the 501-c3
review is stalled. After discussion, the board decided to
get a flat fee from a lawyer, Rob Kaplow, to see what we
need to fix in our current application. We’ll do an email
vote to go forward. Diane said she contacted Ford Club
member, Kerry Swift, for a talk in 2014.
2nd Vice President: Jon Blum read Riyad’s report:
Unable to attend tonight. Stargate open house on June
8th was held with roughly 50 people attending including
scouts. Many objects were observed.
Next event at Stargate is the picnic on July 13th and the
open house on July 27th.
Regarding the new telescope, we continue to wait for a
new delivery date from D&G.
Please remind the members about the picnic on the
13th and the open house on the 27th of this month. I
will contact Bob Berta to coordinate the picnic food
supplies. Stargate observatory and the equipment are
operational and ready for use.
Treasurer: Dale Partin reported that We took in $153.00
and spent $624.29. We have $13718.42 in the bank and
$184.93 in cash, totaling $13903.35. Chuck Dezelah to

Outreach: Bob Berta said there were no past events to
report on. He purchased a projector for $610.05. Bob also
has a wireless PA system with mic available for the club
to use.
Publications: Jon Blum noted that the current newsletter
is on the site.
Old Business:
501c3 status – Dale Partin suggested we set deadline to
send in application if no lawyer response.
Bob showed the new projector to the board.
Dale Partin discussed his findings so far in the new
briefcase search.
Jon reviewed the logistics for the picnic: Our annual picnic
is July 13. Starting at 4 PM like last year. Bob reserved
pavilion and will buy food and bring it. Club members
bring salad, dessert, fan, ice, and portable BBQ grills.
New Business:
Jon Blum mentioned that one of our members wanted to
make a printed document showing pics of members, if
they so desire. Basically a picture and name document.
Jon Blum proposed to let the member take on this project,
voluntary, no emails or phone numbers with no club
expense. Vote carried, 3-2 yes.
Also a discussion of replacement board members since
all current members are term limited this year.
End time: 7:19

Outreach Report
We have a couple of new telescope donations.
One is a 8” f6 Meade Newtonian on a 80s vintage style equatorial mount. It was donated by the
Detroit Metro Park system through Stony Park. It is an excellent telescope with great optics and
like new condition.
The other is part of a collection of odd and ends donated by old time member Roger Civic. The
telescope is a 6” f15 Dall Kirkham that reportedly has outstanding optics.
The 8” is already at Stargate awaiting a clear night, the 6” is in the process of getting collimated by
Riyad who is looking forward to seeing what it can do on double stars.
We hope to get Roger to a future Cranbrook meeting to see some of his old friends.

Bob Berta
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WAS General Meeting, Cranbrook,
July 1, 2013
The meeting started at 7:30
Officer Reports:
President: Jon Blum reminded the members
that on July 18th, we’re meeting in Room 141 at
Macomb. The WAS Annual Picnic is July 14, from
4:00 pm on. He then read a thank you letter from
Francette Fey on our participation in Macomb
College’s “Summer Skies in Macomb” event,
which was well attended by the public (over 600).

SIG Reports:
Solar Group: Sun been up and down every day.
Light activity, Solar Sub group this Sunday- 1-4
(weather permitting)
Discussion Group At Gary Gathen’s home.
GLAAC: Diane Hall
reported this year’s
Astronomy at The Beach, on 27, 28 September,
the Head of the Cincinnati Observatory (Craig
Niemi) is coming. Astronomy at The Beach flyers
are up on the GLAAC website. Jonathan Kade
added that John Schroer has moved to Cincinnati
for the foreseeable future due to medical reasons.

1st Vice President: Diane Hall said that tonight, Astronomy League: Our member roster has
Dale Partin will speak on August Star parties for been sent in: 21 members from the WAS.
the short talk, then main talk will be “Observatories
around the world” by Jerry Dunifer.
In The News for 7/1/2013 by Ken Bertin
• Table top accelerator shoots cheap antimatter
2nd Vice President: In Riyad’s absence Jon Blum
bullets
reported that the Stargate open house on June • Three habitable worlds found around the same
8th was held with roughly 50 people attending
star
including scouts. Many objects were observed. • NASA launches new telescope to solve sun
Next event at Stargate is the picnic on July 13th
heat mystery
and the open house on July 27th.
• Genetic medicine hints at bloodletting for
astronauts
Treasurer: Dale Partin reported that we were up • Overprotection may be hampering hunt for
to 103 memberships, $13,900 and change in the
Mars life
bank with $7,600 set aside for scope. Full details • Flowery return for China’s longest lastingin WASP.
astronauts
• European planet hunter pronounced dead in
Secretary: Dale Thieme mentioned that due to
space
circumstances, the member raffle for the second • Report’s of Voyager 1’s exit still greatly
“Galactic Pass” from Cranbrook will have to wait
exaggerated
until the September Cranbrook meeting.
• Is missing ‘partial’ neutrino a boson in disguise?
Outreach: Last Friday, a local TV station did a Short Talk: Dale Partin spoke on several upcoming
documentary on the observatory at the D-Bar-A Star Parties that are within a day’s drive to reach
scout camp. We have acquired a computer and what they offer.
projector for the outreach program.
Main Presentation: “Observatories around the
Publications: The July WASP is online
world” by Jerry Dunifer from WSU.
Dale Partin asked the membership for telescope
donations to use in a high school project.
The meeting concluded at 9:57.
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WAS General Meeting, Macomb,
July 18, 2013
The meeting began at 7:30 with 35 present
Officer Reports:
President: After introductions, Jon Blum pointed
out that our meeting at Macomb in August will be
in back in room 151 (Enter from the NorthWest
corner back of the building ground level). In
September we will be back upstairs in room 221.
1st Vice President:
Tonight: Brian Berta/Joey Lico
Speed of Light in a Microwave
        
Bob Trembley
Asteroid Discovery 1980 – 2012          
8/5/2013 Jon Blum 	
How I Bought An Orange Telescope          
8/15/2013 Dale Partin
«Highlights of the AAS Meeting»
G. M. Ross
«The Alpha and Omega of Variable
Star Observing»

We also received some equipment from past WAS
member Roger Civic. It includes several items
including a 6» f15 Dall-Kirkham telescope that
reportedly has outstanding optics, also another
equatorial pier type mount, some eyepieces,
various accessories and a Nikon N70 film camera.
Publications: The July issue of the WASP is on
the website. Send any articles for future issues to
publications@warrenastro.org.
Gary Ross was frank tonight. He took the floor and
noted the rather singular energy and camaraderie
exhibited by the Warren Astronomical Society in
contrast to other groups that he is familiar with. He
expressed the hope we would appreciate this and
continue on in the same vein.

In The News for 07/18/2013 by Ken Bertin
• Mystery radio bursts blamed on black hole ‘blitzars’
• UK proposes piggy-backing to search for alien
signals
• NASA’s 2020 Mars rover will be a rock collector
• NASA urged to seek live Martians with 2020 rover
• Sun’s cosmic ray shadow is solar storm predictor
• Sun’s quiet spell not the start of a mini ice age
2nd Vice President: Report from Riyad Matti: The • Stutters in the Earth’s spin change day length
picnic on July 13th was one of the best with great • Solar system has a tail shaped like a four-leaf
weather and clear sky all day and night. Over 60
clover
people attended the picnic and a few more came • Ultimate moon shot reveals the sun’s flare
after dark. Lots of great food at the picnic and many • Neptune’s strange new moon is first found in a
objects observed including great hydrogen alpha
decade (S/2004 N 1)
views of the sun. We still have an open house for • 3D-printed rocket engine gets its first fiery test
July on the 27th. The following open house will be • Five NASA spacewalks aborted thanks to bad
on August 10.
suits
• Black hole feasting may help crack four cosmic
Treasurer: Report from Dale Partin: We have 103
puzzles
memberships paid in 2013. We have $13,903 of • Cosmic collisions spin stellar corpses into gold
which $7,624 is donations for our new telescope • Giant camera turns its red-seeking eye on the
and mount. Details of each month’s treasurer
darkness
report are in the WASP, or see the treasurer, Dale
Partin, with any questions.
Presentations:
“Measuring the Speed of Light in Your Kitchen” by
Outreach: Bob Berta reminded us that the Metro Brian Berta and Joey Lico
star party at Kensington is approaching (Sep
27, 28). He reported that we received an 8” f6 Mike O’Dowd showed videos of his Parrot
Newtonian telescope on a older equatorial pier AR.Drone Quadricopter taken at the club picnic.
type mount. The scope was donated by the Detroit “Asteroid Discovery 1980-2012” by Bob Trembley
Metro Park nature center at Stony. It is in like new
condition and the optics are excellent.
Jon Blum dismissed the meeting at 9:31
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