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The President’s Field of View
Famous Astronomers I Have Known
In 1984 I got to stand 3 feet from Galileo, beside his sarcophagus (stone coffin) in Florence. He told me
that he could have discovered a lot more if he had been able to control his telescope with an iPad and one of
Ken Bertin’s favorite apps. In 2005 I met Copernicus in
Warsaw. He told me that the sun, and not me, is at the
center of the solar system. At the Griffith Observatory
in Los Angeles in 2010, Einstein showed me a giant
wall mural of thousands of stars and galaxies, all of
which represented just the piece of the sky that would
be blocked by my index finger held at arm’s length, so I
ran right outside to tell Kepler about it.
It was great to meet all of those astronomers, but my
favorite astronomer is still Carl Sagan. An article about
him in this month’s Astronomy Magazine reminded me
how much I loved watching his 13-episode Cosmos
series with my kids when it first came out in 1980, and
then several more times over the following decade
on VHS tape, and again when I bought it on DVD on
it’s 20th anniversary in 2000. So last week I got out
those DVD’s and watched it all over again with two
of my grandchildren. Although a few of the details of
what he explained have changed over the past 23
years, and our photos of distant celestial objects have
improved, nobody can inspire and educate yet another
generation learning about astronomy, like Carl Sagan.
Neil DeGrasse Tyson is scheduled to make an updated
version of the Cosmos series for Fox TV in 2014, and I’m
looking forward to that, but nothing can top the original.
Jon
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Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More information
about upcoming meetings, maps to Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at http://bhmich.
com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me know if you might attend so that appropriate plans can be
made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines
Upcoming Talks

8/5/2013
C
Jon Blum
			
8/15/2013
M
Dale Partin
		
G. M. Ross

How I Bought An Orange Telescope (Encore)
“Highlights of the AAS Meeting”
“The Alpha and Omega of Variable Star Observing”
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Double Star Report
NINETEENTH OF JUNE
16” Borr Telescope
PSI SAGITTARII -- Could not split this star with 240X. Psi is on the A.A.V.S.O. “b” chart which I use
to locate the general field of TY Sgr, but not designated a multiple. This omission is unusual. (1941,
revised 1962).
On ATLAS OF THE HEAVENS, however, it is a double as well as on ATLAS ECLIPTICALIS.
According to “H & S”, the SKY CATALOGUE 2000, Psi is in fact a double star, 5.6/ 5.7, with an entry
for 1959 -- but no data! It is spectral class “F”, which conforms to my impression of white or even
yellowish.
Seeing was only average and the star low at ~ Dec. -24, but even so the components must be very close.
-G.M. Ross

Thank You From Macomb Community College
Dr. Francette Fey, astronomy professor at Macomb Community College, sent the following message
to WAS members about her first annual “Summer Skies at Macomb” public astronomy event held
there on June 14.
The Star Party was considered a great success by everyone! The official tally is 600 attendees.
Please relay to the Warren Astronomical Society membership my deepest and heartfelt gratitude for
their participation; whether it was to bring a telescope, helping out that evening, or simply promoting
our event for us. This event would not have been as successful without the participation of the
members of the Warren Astronomical Society and GLAAC! Thank-you for giving me time at your
meetings to promote and recruit for this event.

August Star Party
The Northern Michigan Astronomy Club invites all WAS members to their Second Annual NOMAC Star
Party, August 8 to 10, 2013. It will be in a dark sky site at the Raven Hill Discovery Center in East Jordan, Michigan. This is about 5 miles south of Boyne City.
There will be on-field camping, some electrical hookups, and a large pad with a 16” Dob. There will be
a porta-potty plus regular indoor bathroom. Food will be provided (donations accepted). The location
is near Lake Charlevoix, for daytime boating and water activities. They have a guest speaker Friday
night and may add one for Saturday night. The star party is free, though camping is $30 for 2 nights.
For more information, or to register, see their website at www.nomac.net (notice it is .net and not .com).
Or email Bryan Shumaker (a former WAS member) at cystokid@charter.net .

WAS Annual Picnic July 13
Our annual picnic will be on Saturday, July 13, beginning at 4 PM, at the pavilion
adjacent to our Stargate observatory, at Wolcott Mill Metropark. The club supplies
hot dogs, burgers, buns, and pop. Admission is free. Spouses and kids are
welcome. We will also have observing that evening for everyone who wants to
stay after the picnic.
This picnic is a great fun social event every year. Please mark your calendar and
be sure to come. Email any questions to board@warrenastro.org

Speaker’s Corner - July 1, Cranbrook
For the July 1st Cranbrook meeting we are pleased to present “A Visit to Some Major and Historic
Telescopes” by Gerald Dunifer. Since his retirement from WSU a few years ago, Professor
Dunifer has pursued the hobbies of sailing, flying airplanes, and visiting some of the major and
historic telescopes around the world. His talk this evening will cover a few of the more interesting
observatories visited during the past four years. This will include sites in the continental US, Hawaii,
and Chile. The variety of telescopes showcased encompasses optical, radio, sub-millimeter wave,
and gamma-ray ‘scopes.
Gerald Dunifer is a Professor Emeritus at Wayne State University, Department of Physics &
Astronomy, where he was on the faculty for thirty-five years. In addition to teaching physics and
astronomy, he also carried out studies of the electrical and magnetic properties of high-purity metals
at low temperatures near Absolute Zero. Some of the same detectors used in millimeter-wave
astronomy were used in his research. For several years he was the Director of the Wayne State
Planetarium and played a key role in obtaining funding for the present planetarium facilities. He
also developed an Astronomy Laboratory for the Department and assisted in getting observatory
domes installed on the roof of the Physics Research Building.

Changes! - JULY MEETING in Room 141 (around the corner from 151)

Change in Meeting Room at Macomb - Room 141 in July

Macomb meetings are in a different room in the summer. We will meet in room 141 on the lower level of the
library building J. This is the same building as the rest of the year, but we need to enter from a different door.
Come in from the northwest corner of the building, on the ground level, on the side facing 12 Mile Road.
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Object of the Month - NGC 6207:
NGC 6207 is a small, relatively faint galaxy in the constellation Hercules. Although it has no popular
common name and is rather inconspicuous, it does have one claim to fame: it shares a telescopic field
of view with one of the most spectacular and most frequently viewed objects of the night sky, the M13
globular star cluster. Given its proximity to such a prominent object and its overall lack of brightness,
NGC 6207 falls into a peculiar yet surprisingly frequent category—things that are easy to locate, but
somewhat challenging to actually observe. Despite the fact that the galaxy shines rather feebly at
magnitude 11.6 and is only 3.0’ by 1.2’, which is smallish by galactic standards, it is well worth seeking
out as a nice diversion from its magnificent neighbor.
Uncovering NGC 6207, as one can easily guess, starts with finding M13, which should be an easy star
hop for most amateur astronomers. This is most readily accomplished by identifying the “keystone”
asterism in Hercules, which is a quadrilateral pattern of 3rd magnitude stars marking the torso of the
fabled Greek hero. By landing on the spot that is one-third the distance from the northwest corner of the
keystone (marked by Eta Herculis) to the southwest corner (where Zeta Hurculis lies), M13 should be
apparent at low telescopic powers.
Sighting NGC 6207, however, will require significantly higher magnifications and above average sky
transparency. Our object of the month can be sighted a mere 28’ away from the center of M13 in a
direction that is approximately northeast. Although in most amateur instruments NGC 6207 may appear
as little more than a tenuous elongated streak of light with hardly any additional discernible detail to be
had, the thrill of finding it hiding out in such familiar surroundings should not be understated.
This column is written with the intention of introducing a new object each month that is visible from Stargate Observatory using
a moderate-sized telescope typical of beginner and intermediate level amateur astronomers. In particular, special focus will be
given to objects that are not among the common objects with which most observers are already familiar, but instead articles
will mainly give attention to “hidden gems” or underappreciated features of the night sky.
- Chuck Dezelah

Telescopes needed.
I am helping the physics teacher at a parochial school (Lutheran High School North) get into
astronomy, and will be helping his students in the fall. They will be determining the orbits of
the Galilean moons. They need motorized telescopes (clock drive or computerized) for these
studies. Non-motorized scopes would be useful to a lesser extent for other studies. Accessories
are also needed, such as eyepieces (especially those with an illuminated reticle with a linear
scale), Barlows, solar filter, dew shields, etc. Any such items may be donated and will receive a
tax-deductible receipt. Alternatively, I may buy (for a low price) such items, and then I will donate
them. Depending upon how much equipment I can get, I may get involved with additional schools,
public or private. Please only donate/sell items in good, working condition, including telescopes
with aperture of at least 80 mm, and preferably larger. In addition, any telescope with an H-alpha
filter would be useful. Thanks! Dale Partin (810-338-3418)
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Getting Astronomy into the Classrooms
If you want Astronomy education to improve in Michigan, you must encourage those who do the educating: specifically
the teachers. There is a myth that teachers enjoy a lot of free time, off by 4pm, weekends and summers free as well
as getting holidays and spring breaks off, but this is far from the truth. The average teacher’s day does not end when
the school day ends, but continues on into the night with correcting and planning for the following day. Summers and
holidays are spent taking classes and workshops to improve their knowledge base so they can re-certify their teaching
degrees. There is very little free time when you are a teacher.
This being said, a teacher who is not confident or comfortable with a particular topic tends to leave that topic
for the end, or cover said topic in a superficial manner. The more a teacher has to research the topic to teach it
thoroughly, the less likely they are to spend the minimal time available to them to do so.
If you want astronomy education to improve in schools, then you must provide teachers with an easy to understand
background on the topics they are required to teach, as well as easy to use activities, labs, and websites to
enhance their students education.
Basic Plan:
•
•
•
•

Look up the required Michigan Benchmarks for Astronomy education
Choose interesting topics where a lab or activity can be provided along with background information
for the teacher
Provide websites and PowerPoint presentations for the classroom
Do a “make and take” for the teachers.

What is a “make and take?”
The premise behind a “make and take” is an event where local teachers get together and circulate around an
area that is focused on a specific topic: such as astronomy. The presenters have display boards announcing
what their area of the topic is, as well as a lesson plan in which to teach this topic. The teachers go to the
presenters that are pertinent to their specific level of teaching with the goal being that each teacher walks away
with a handful of lesson plans that can easily be implemented into their classroom to teach the subject area – and
be able to chat with someone knowledgeable about the subject.
For teachers who are not comfortable or confident in astronomy this is invaluable! It builds the teachers own
educational base as well as provides them with activities, labs, and educational materials they can bring into their
classroom to give their students a solid understanding of the concepts in astronomy.
If coupled with an astronomy event such as the Kensington Astronomy at the Beach (allowing these educators
and students to look through telescopes and make much needed connections), it will build the confidence and
excitement needed. Even if you reach only 1 teacher in the entire area, this would mean that 150 young people
a year will improve their knowledge of astronomy.
Here is a sad fact for you to consider: astronomy is not taught to our students beyond the 8th grade (unless a high
school specifically has an astronomy course). These students are then required to answer questions in the 11th grade
on the Michigan MME exam, three years AFTER they have received their last introduction to astronomy.
Creating these “make and takes” is something that would take the effort of several people. Local and regional
astronomy clubs and societies would be an excellent resource to tap for this.

Connie Trembley

Connie taught 7th and 8th grade advanced Science for 11 years in southeastern Michigan.
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The

SWAP

SHOP

This column is for those interested
in buying, trading or selling.
Ads run for six months. The
month and year the ad will be
removed is shown. Submit ads to
publications@warrenastro.org.
For Sale: NexStar 5, Schmidt-Casegrain lenses,
carrying case, tripod, spotting scope and a couple
of lenses.
Contact name: Lee Prain
E-mail: leeprain@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 248-891-8673
Location: Oxford, MI
$500.00 OBO for all. Excellent condition. used
very little. Has capability of complete portability
using AA batteries. Can be tied to the computer
via RS232 cable. Everything works.
2 TELESCOPES FOR SALE
Meade LX200-GPS 10” Schmidt-Cassegrain Telescope
Meade Tripod
Meade Eyepiece case with Meade Super Plossil
6.4mm, 9.7mm, 12.4mm, 15mm, 20mm, 26mm, 32mm, 40mm

Meade Autostar Suite LPI Lunar Plantary Inager
Meade #610 Dew Shield
Orion 10” Solar Filter SCY/2120
Burgess Binoviewer BaK4 FBBMC
+ many other filters and accessories
$2,500

Meade ETX-90EC w/carrying case & tripod
Meade ETX Autostar
Meade Super Plossil LP 26mm Multi-coated
Eyepiece
BC&F Solar Filter + other accessories
$200
If interested, contact Vince Chrisman
(586) 231-2339

8-inch RV-8 Dynascope by Criterion for sale and wonder if you would make this announcement
available to your membership. It is in very good condition. It is motorized and has 4mm, 9mm, and
18mm eyepieces. There is also a 8X50 finder scope; a Criterion Variable Speed Control; Criterion sun
filter, S-4; and Criterion 2X eyepiece multiplier, CP4. $250.00 cash.
Contact: Duane Birrell (586) 294-2980
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Greetings from Virginia!
I thought members of the W.A.S. might like to know that a former W.A.S. member (and club
secretary), Dolores Hill, has been honored by the White House! Dolores is being honored by the
White House as a “Champion of Change” for her dedication to increasing public engagement in
science and science literacy through her outreach work with the Target Asteroid program of the
Osirius-Rex asteroid mission!
You can read more about it here:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/champions/blog (scroll down, she’s the fifth one listed)
You can see the ceremony on youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLau1ZFA8z8&hd=1
Ken Wilson

former member of the WAS and editor of the W.A.S.P. back in the early 1970’s.

Speaker’s Corner - July 18, Macomb
For our Macomb meeting this July 18th, Brian Berta and Joey Lico will be doing a talk entitled
“How to Measure the Speed of Light in a Microwave.” They show how merely a microwave and a
stick of butter can be used to measure the speed of light.
Brian is entering the 8th grade at Shelby Jr. High and has been in the club for seven years. He has
had a strong interest in astronomy and is excited to be giving a feature presentation. Joey also
attends Shelby Jr. High and will be entering 9th grade. He joined the W.A.S. last year because of
a deep interest in the field of science and astronomy in particular.
Bob Trembley will also be showing us a brief video on Asteroid Discoveries.

Oakland Astronomy Club Newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html		

Clear skies, - Bill MacIntosh
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2nd Vice President’s Observatory Report
Stargate open house on June 8th was held with roughly 50 people attending including scouts.
Many objects were observed.
Next event at Stargate is the picnic on July 13th and the open house on July 27th.

- Riyad I. Matti

Seven Ponds Special Invitation
WAS members are invited to come to Seven Ponds Nature Center on Saturday, July 20, 2013 at
7pm. They are having a multi-club event centered around a talk by Harlan Neuville - a retired NASA
Mission Control Engineer. Harlan gave a very inspired talk to a well attended event in March 2013.
This time, Harlan will be talking about the Apollo missions in detail, with emphasis on the Apollo 11,
12, & 13 missions.
July 20 was picked for a reason. It will be the 44th anniversary of the first manned landing on the
Moon - and Harlan was in Mission Control at that time. Also, it will be close to a full Moon. That way, it
won’t interfere with club’s observing activities during new Moon times.
The Nature Center is located at 3854 Crawford Road, Dryden, Michigan 48428.
The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club website is: http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac

WAS Discussion Group
The WAS Discussion Group meetings take place at the home of Gary and Patty Gathen from 8
to 11 PM on the fourth Thursday of the month from January through October. Different dates are
scheduled for November and December due to Thanksgiving and the holidays. The Gathens live
at 21 Elm Park Blvd in Pleasant Ridge, which is three blocks south of I-696 and about a half block
west of Woodward Ave. A map can be found at http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result.php?q1=21+E
lm+Park+Blvd.%2C+Pleasent+Ridge%2C+MI.
The agenda is centered around discussing one science topic at a time by all. Soft drinks are furnished
while snacks are contributed by attendees. We usually have from 4 to 16 members and guests, so
come on over (and bring some snacks for the group). Gary can be reached at 248.543.5400 and at
gary@gathen.net.
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Although this may seem a paradox, all exact Science is
dominated by the idea of approximation. When a man tells
you that he knows the exact truth about anything, you
are safe in inferring that he is an inexact man.”
~Bertrand Russell

Photo and Article Submissions
Your WASP team wants to include your photos and articles. After all, this is YOUR publication!
To share your photos for submission in the WASP, please email them to
publications@warrenastro.org
Documents can be submitted in Word (.doc), Open Office (.ods), or Text (.txt) formats, or put into the body of an email.
Photos can be embedded in the document or attached to the email and should be under 2MB in size.
Please include some captions for your photos along with the way you want your name to appear and dates taken.
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Treasurer’s Report

COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS

May 31, 2013

$32.72 reimbursement for snacks
$32.95 magazine subscription

MEMBERSHIP

INCOME

We currently have 101 members (21 of which are
family memberships).

$66.00 new memberships and renewals
$30.00 Astronomical League memberships
$36.78 donations for snacks
$31.00 donations for new telescope and mount
$32.95 magazine subscription

INCOME AND EXPENDITURES (SUMMARY)

We took in $196.73 and spent $65.67. We have
$14173.47 in the bank and $201.17 in cash, $7589.55 Total donated to date for new telescope
totaling $14374.64.
and mount
Dale Partin, Treasurer

Members are encouraged to join the Warren Astronomical Society Yahoo Group
for messages, photo posting and more.
W.A.S. History S.I.G.
July 1976
One of the booklet format issues, this cover features
the Viking lander. Inside, Roger Civic submitted a
JPL article, “Viking Mission to Mars”, describing the
vehicle and mission. The search for a really, really solid
telescope mount finds progress in “A.T.M. Make Your
Own . . . Mountain!’ by Carl L. Noble.
July 1972

       

The cover is resplendent with images of the solar
eclipse, no doubt inspired by the July 10th eclipse.
Kenneth Wilson continues “The Observer’s Library
(Star Charts) series with a look at the Skalnate Pleso
Atlas. Finally Frank McCullough offers a narrative in
“Observational Astronomy and Early Morning Star
Party by W.A.S. Members”.

July 1981
A photo of the launch of the Columbia taken by Frank
McCullough graces the cover of this issue. As the chief
astronomer of the Northern Cross Observatory, it’s hard
to believe “Where Have All the Astronomers Gone? Or
It Is Easy to Do Amateur Astronomy. It Is the Motivation
That Is Hard.” could come from Douglas H. Bock.

-Dale Thieme
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Snack Volunteer Schedule
July 1		
July 18		
August 5		
August 15		
September 9
September 19

C
M
C
M
C
M

Cliff Jones
Dale Thieme
Phil Martin
Fred/Sheila Judd
Riyad Matti
Steve Uitti

2013 Stargate Observatory Open House
July 13, August 10, September 14
2013 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
July 1, August 5, September 9
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
July 18, August 15, September 19

If you are unable to bring the snacks on your
scheduled day, or if you need to reschedule,
please use the form on the website, or email the
board at board@warrenastro.org as soon as you
are able so that other arrangements can be made.
Astronomical Phenomena
July 2013

d h

2 0
5 5
5 14
6 2
6 12
7 1
7 3
8 7
8 11
9 4
9 18
11 22
16 3
16 3
16 23
17 23
20 3
20 11
21 10
21 20
22 7
22 13
22 18
25 2
27 20
29 17
30 9

Pluto at opposition
Aldebaran 3.3S of Moon
Earth at aphelion
Moon furthest North (20.1)
Mars 3.7N of Moon
Moon at apogee
Jupiter 3.5N of Moon
NEW MOON
Mercury 0.1S of Moon Occn
Saturn stationary
Mercury inferior conjunction
Regulus 5.4N of Moon
FIRST QUARTER
Spica 0.3S of Moon
Occn
Saturn 3.2N of Moon
Uranus stationary
Moon furthest South (-20.0)
Mercury stationary
Pluto 1.0S of Moon
Occn
Moon at perigee
Mars 0.8N of Jupiter
Venus 1.1N of Regulus
FULL MOON
Neptune 5.4S of Moon
Uranus 3.3S of Moon
LAST QUARTER
Mercury greatest elong W(20)

All times are in UTC

Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least
2 hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if it
is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy, but it
clears up as the evening progresses.
- Riyad Matti, 2nd VP
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WAS Board Meeting, June 3, 2013
Board members present: Jon Blum, Diane Hall,
Riyad Matti, Dale Thieme, Bob Berta.
Absent: Dale Partin, Debra Chaffins
Visitors: Dave Bailey, Brian Klaus, Ken Bertin,
Marty Kunz, Bob Trembley, and Dick Gala.
Reports:
President: Jon Blum brought the meeting to order
at 6:35.
1st VP: Diane Hall reported that 501.c3
application is still in limbo. We have speaking
slots for 2013 still open- August has nothing so
far. Diane expressed concern about Macomb
College’s expectations for the “Summer Skies at
Macomb” event.
2nd VP: Riyad said that at the May 11 open
house, around 50 people attended, sky cleared
after 10 pm for observing. Next open house will
be July 20, the Saturday following the WAS picnic
(which will have observing as well). The new
scope is getting closer to shipping.
Treasurer: Jon Blum reported for Dale Partin: we
have 101 memberships, 21 are family, $14,374 in
funds, $5,789 reserved for the new scope.
Secretary: We will raffle off one of two Cranbrook
“Galactic Passes” tonight to attending WAS
members (each member in good standing gets
one free ticket), the other at the next Cranbrook
meeting.
Outreach: Macomb College “Summer Skies” in

June coming up, Bald Mountain invited us back
for “Meteors and S’mores” on Aug 10.
Publications: Jon reported the newsletter is
online.
Old Business:
501c3 status – The board discussed ways of
getting past the stalled situation in the attorney
review.
Francette Fey at Macomb Community College
would like us to set up telescopes June 14 Friday
8 PM to 1 AM out by observatory and in building
RST, SW corner of campus.
Our annual picnic is July 13. Starting at 4 PM like
last year. Bob verified the pavilion was reserved,
Bob would make the club purchases of the
burgers, dogs and buns, we’ll ask the members
to bring salads, desserts, fans, ice, and portable
BBQ grills.
New Business:
Speaker possibilities for the banquet- Fred
Espenak, a possibility, also Mike Simonsen, or a
local Nasa engineer.
Bob Berta mentioned he would like for the club
to purchase a computer projector for outreach
efforts. Bob will do the research on possible
projectors.
We need to replace the club treasurer briefcase.
The Board will instruct Dale Partin to look for a
suitable replacement.
Jon Blum adjourned the meeting at 7:15

Outreach Report
Saturday August 10th Saturday “S’mores and Stars” second annual star party sponsored by Bald
Moutain Recreation Area park service with participation by WAS and OAC members. 10:00pm to
1:00am. This was a terrific event last year. The site has a large open viewing area on the beach of
the lake/boat launch area with dark skies. More information as to location to follow.
Bob Berta
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WAS General Meeting, Cranbrook, June 3

Skies at Macomb” event on June 14, and to ask our members
to sign up to bring their telescopes for public viewing.

Officer Reports:
President: Jon Blum had Ken Bertin report on how golf is
actually a contact sport.
Our meetings at Macomb will be in our summer room
151. from this month, June, through August. Enter from
the NorthWest corner back of the building ground level.

Jon read a pair of announcements from Gary Ross:
a) Those wishing to attend the «Star-B-Que» at the
James C. Veen Observatory on 15 June must get their
oar in, chop-chop. Planning could avoid ugliness over
who gets what bed and food arrangements.
b) Mark D. Kalinowski would like to contact Rik Hill
and Ken Wilson re the asteroid named after his father.
If anyone knows how to do find these worthies, talk to
Ross. (Doug Bock said he had contact info)

The meeting began at 7:30 with 51 present

Our annual picnic will be Saturday, July 13, starting at
4 PM, at the pavilion by our Stargate observatory, in
Wolcott Mill Metropark. Spouses and kids are welcome.
There will be observing that night for everyone who wants
to stay after the picnic. You can bring a salad or dessert
to share if you want to. If you have them, please bring ice
in an ice chest, portable BBQ grill, or an electric fan.
1st Vice President: We still have openings for speakers
in the remaining part of this year.
2nd Vice President: Riyad Matti May 11, about 50 people
attending, clouds cleared around 10 for observing. Next
open house Saturday, June 8, Picnic observing on July 13
and the following Saturday will be the regular open house.
Treasurer: Jonathan Kade is handling treasurer’s duties
tonight, We are up to 101 memberships, with $14,374 in
the treasury (of which $7,589 is the telescope fund). Full
details in the WASP.
Secretary: We are raffling off the first of two Cranbrook
Galactic Passes to current members of the WAS (each
member gets one free ticket). Brian Klaus won tonight’s raffle.
Outreach: Friday June 14th - Macomb Community
College star party/new observatory “first light”. Drew
Feustel NASA astronaut featured. Looking for members
to bring scopes.
Saturday July 20 6:00pm- 7 Ponds special joint club
event with retired NASA Apollo program controller....past
talk was outstanding and this one will continue history of
Apollo moon missions.
Saturday August 10th Saturday «S›mores and Stars»
second annual star party sponsored by Bald Mountain
Recreation Area park service with participation by WAS
and OAC members. 10:00pm to 1:00am. This was a
terrific event last year. The site has a large open viewing
area on the beach of the lake/boat launch area with dark
skies. More information as to location to follow.
Publications: The current month’s WASP is online
Jon Blum then called on Professor Francette Fey of
Macomb Community College, to tell us about the “Summer

SIG Reports
Solar Group: Marty Kunz reported that they were clouded
out last Sunday, however, there are some potential for
auroras.
Discussion Group: Meets at Gary Gathen’s home in
Pleasant Ridge at 8 PM on the 4th Thursday of each
month. See the WASP and emails for details.
Hands On: Riyad will supply list of observing objects this
Saturday
Astro Photo: Will be based out of the Cranbrook
Observatory.
Astronomy League: Need to get membership dues in.
In The News June 3, 2013 by Ken Bertin
• Saturn’s egg moon Methone is made of fluff
• Drake Equation equation for alien life gets an upgrade
• Kepler’s emergency surgery
• String theory may limit space brain threat
• Earth’s tides are shoving the moon away faster
• Xenon-ion engine makes space travel a rhapsody in
blue
• Nearest exoplanet to Earth may be a ghost world
• Jupiter, Venus, Mercury alignment
• Quantum gravity takes singularity out of black holes
• Missing moon dust discovered in storage after 43
years
• Ancient Egyptian jewelry craved from a meteorite
• Fast-approaching asteroid has its own small moon
Presentation:
Short Talk:
“In Search of...the Clouds of Magellan” -yet another
spiritual journey by Gary Ross
Main Talk:
The scheduled speaker, Jim Foersch, couldn’t attend.
In lieu of the scheduled talk, Gary entertained us with a
video, “Dakota Lapse”, a time lapse technique on steroids.
Doug Bock explained the methodology behind the video.
Gary followed up with a mix and match slideshow of
astro-photos by Mark John Christensen.
The meeting ended at 10:00
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WAS General Meeting,
Macomb, June, 20, 2013
The meeting started at 7:31 with about 35 present
Officer Reports:
President: Jon Blum pointed out that, due to work
being done in our current room, next month’s Macomb
meeting is room 141, just around the corner from our
current room.
1st Vice President: From Diane Hall:
Tonight’s talk is “Hawaii Observatories” by Lee
Hartwell
July 1
Cranbrook
		
		
                                
July 18
Macomb
		
		
		
August 5 Cranbrook
		
		
August 15 Macomb
		
		
		
		
		

Jerry Dunifer from WSU,
about observatories he has
visited
Dale Partin, “Starfest”
Brian Berta/Joey Lico, an
“Innovative Presentation”
Bob Trembley, “Asteroid
Discoveries 1980 – 2012”
Jon Blum, “How I Bought
An Orange Telescope”
(Encore)
Dale Partin,
«Highlights of the
AAS Meeting»
G. M. Ross, «The Alpha
and Omega of Variable
Star Observing»

Also, from a GLAAC perspective, the big news
is keynote speaker Dean Regas of the Cincinnati
Observatory.
2nd Vice President: From Riyad Matti: Stargate
open house on June 8th was held with roughly 50
people attending including scouts. Many objects
were observed. Next event at Stargate is the picnic
on July 13th and the open house on July 27th.

Treasurer: From Dale Partin: We have 101
members. In the bank we have $14,374 of which
$7,589 is donations for our new telescope and
mount. Details are in the WASP.
Publications: From Debra Chaffins: The June
newsletter is up on the website. Send articles and photos
for the WASP to publications@warrenastro.org
Outreach: Bob Berta told a brief story now about
how an outreach event in the past influenced some kids’
interest in astronomy: a graduation party turned into a
star party as one of the young outreach attendees started
pointing out Saturn and other celestial points of interest.
In other news, we acquired a computer projector for our
growing outreach efforts.
In The News 6/20/13 by Ken Bertin
• Ken started by showing a SOHO picture of
Jupiter near the sun
• Is Earth’s orbit scarily close to Venus’ sultry
zone?
• Dust devils around stars may help planets grow
• Elderly stars rip their closest planets to shreds
• Tendrils of death reach into a star nursery
• Old Mars rover digs up evidence for drinkable
water
• China inches closer to building its own space
station
• New lease of life for hobbled planet-hunter
Kepler
• ‘We will be amazed by the diversity of
exoplanets’
• New NASA astronauts headed for destinations
unknown
• Ken showed an image of a sun transit by the
ISS taken by WAS member, Dale Mayotte
• Wormhole entanglement solves black hole
paradox
Presentation:
“Observatories of Hawaii” by Lee Hartwell
The meeting ended at 9:30
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