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The President’s Field of View
Texas Star Party
The Texas Star Party is one of the biggest star parties in the country every year. It is usually held
around the New Moon week in May. It’s at the Prude Ranch, 6 miles from the tiny town of Fort Davis,
in the dark southwest corner of Texas. The nearest big city is El Paso, 200 miles away. They get up to
700 amateur astronomers each year, setting up telescopes on large open fields. You can leave your
scope set up the whole week, so no need to pack it up each night. The views under such dark skies
in this wide open area are spectacular. There are always many large dobs on the observing field, with
owners anxious to share the view of objects that never looked this good in our light-polluted skies here
in Michigan.
There are several choices of where to stay during the week of the Texas Star Party. You can bring a
sleeping bag or tent and camp on the telescope field. You can set up an RV or trailer. Or you can rent
space in one of the many bunkhouses, cabins, and motel-style rooms on the property. They always
have more demand than supply for the rooms, so it’s
necessary to put in your request months in advance.
If you sign up for their meal plan, the ranch provides
excellent and abundant food in a large cafeteria
every day for lunch and dinner. (Nobody is awake for
breakfast.)
In the daytime and early evening before dark, there are
activities, tours, vendor displays, and astronomy talks by
guest speakers. It’s a great time to meet fellow amateurs
from all over the country, or get to know members our
own club better. The photo shows six WAS members
at the Texas Star Party in 2009: Jim Shedlowsky, Bill
Beers, Phil Martin, Joe Ruggirello, Dave D’Onofrio, and
me.
-Jon
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Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More information
about upcoming meetings, maps to Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at http://bhmich.
com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me know if you might attend so that appropriate plans can be
made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines
Upcoming Talks

June 3		
C
Jim Foersch			
Let’s Make Stars! (long)
			
G.M. Ross			
In Search of the Clouds of Magellan (short)
June 20
M
Lee Hartwell			
Hawaii Observatories
July 1		
C
Diane Hall			
Enterprise: the myth of the sixth shuttle
		Dale Partin			Starfest
July 18		
M
Brian Berta/Joey Lico
Innovative Presentations
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Speaker’s Corner

May 6, Cranbrook
Ken Bertin returns to the podium
on May 6th at Cranbrook with
one of his trademark biographical
extravaganzas, in this case a the life
and strange times of Edmond Halley-second Astronomer Royal and one of
the few men on earth who could get
close to Sir Isaac Newton. Any guy
who could manage that is someone
worth hearing about.
Ken Bertin, eclipse aficionado and
humanizer of astronomy’s Great
Men (and Women), is a former club
president, a winner of the coveted
Searles award, and our regular In The
News presenter. He also may strongarm you into volunteering for snacks,
but rest assured he has the blessing of
the club officers in doing so.

Seven Ponds Special Invitation
WAS members are invited to come to Seven Ponds Nature Center on Saturday, July 20, 2013 at
7pm. They are having a multi-club event centered around a talk by Harlan Neuville - a retired NASA
Mission Control Engineer. Harlan gave a very inspired talk to a well attended audience in March 2013.
This time, Harlan will be talking about the Apollo missions in detail, with emphasis on the Apollo 11,
12, & 13 missions.
July 20 was picked for a reason. It will be the 44th anniversary of the first manned landing on the
Moon - and Harlan was in Mission Control at that time. Also, it will be close to a full Moon. That way, it
won’t interfere with club’s observing activities during new Moon times.
The Nature Center is located at 3854 Crawford Road, Dryden, Michigan 48428.
The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club website is: http://bhmich.com/sevenpondsac
4

Object of the Month - NGC 2841:
NGC 2841 is a spiral galaxy in the constellation Ursa Major. Although it has been sometimes denoted
as the Tiger’s Eye Galaxy, this appellation appears to be rare and is restricted to only a few sources.
The object is both fairly bright and rather conspicuous by galactic standards, is of significant size, and
is an easy star hop, all of which makes NGC 2841 a good target for casual observing by those with at
least mid-sized apertures. Despite—or perhaps because—this part of the sky is replete with interesting
galaxies of varying morphologies, NGC 2841 rarely gets the attention bestowed upon its nearby kin. Yet
this galaxy is deserving of attention for both the reasons above, as well as for its intrinsic beauty. It has
an integrated magnitude of 9.2, a Hubble classification of Sb, and angular dimensions of 7’ x 3’, with
much of the brightness concentrated into an elongated core region which has the effect of intensifying
its apparent prominence at the eyepiece.
For those familiar with the bear-shaped stick figure of Ursa Major, tracking down our object of the month
should not pose much of a challenge. It is best to start by locating the appendages of the bear and
identifying the third magnitude stars theta and iota Ursae Majoris, which represent the distal joint and
the upper toe, respectively, of the great beast’s foreleg. NGC 2841 is positioned just slightly north of
the line between these two stars and is only about 1°46’ from theta, at a point that is about one-quarter
of the distance from theta to iota. Depending on the size of the telescope employed and the prevailing
sky conditions and light pollution levels at the observation site, a range of features can be observed.
Assuming at least a modicum of sky quality and a moderate light gathering capability, one can expect to
see the inner region of the galaxy as a glowing elongated ellipse. It should be possible to detect within
this area the central core as a small concentration of light having a stellar appearance. Under more
ideal conditions, it may be possible to detect a slight contrast variation along one wing of the galactic
halo, which is the result of a dust lane within the disc of the galaxy. As an added bonus, the double
star 37 Lyncis is less than half a degree away and will share the field of view with NGC 2841 at lower
magnifications. The double consists of 6th and 10th magnitude stars with a 5.7” separation.
This column is written with the intention of introducing a new object each month that is visible from Stargate Observatory using
a moderate-sized telescope typical of beginner and intermediate level amateur astronomers. In particular, special focus will be
given to objects that are not among the common objects with which most observers are already familiar, but instead articles
will mainly give attention to “hidden gems” or underappreciated features of the night sky.
- Chuck Dezelah
WAS Discussion Group
The WAS Discussion Group meetings take place at the home of Gary and Patty Gathen from 8
to 11 PM on the fourth Thursday of the month from January through October. Different dates are
scheduled for November and December due to Thanksgiving and the holidays. The Gathens live
at 21 Elm Park Blvd in Pleasant Ridge, which is three blocks south of I-696 and about a half block
west of Woodward Ave. A map can be found at http://maps.yahoo.com/maps_result.php?q1=21+E
lm+Park+Blvd.%2C+Pleasent+Ridge%2C+MI.
The agenda is centered around discussing one science topic at a time by all. Soft drinks are furnished
while snacks are contributed by attendees. We usually have from 4 to 16 members and guests, so
come on over (and bring some snacks for the group). Gary can be reached at 248.543.5400 and at
gary@gathen.net.
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August Star Party
The Northern Michigan Astronomy Club invites all WAS members to their Second Annual NOMAC Star
Party, August 8 to 10, 2013. It will be in a dark sky site at the Raven Hill Discovery Center in East Jordan, Michigan. This is about 5 miles south of Boyne City.
There will be on-field camping, some electrical hookups, and a large pad with a 16” Dob. There will be
a porta-potty plus regular indoor bathroom. Food will be provided (donations accepted). The location
is near Lake Charlevoix, for daytime boating and water activities. They have a guest speaker Friday
night and may add one for Saturday night. The star party is free, though camping is $30 for 2 nights.
For more information, or to register, see their website at www.nomac.net (notice it is .net and not .com).
Or email Bryan Shumaker (a former WAS member) at cystokid@charter.net .

Oakland Astronomy Club Newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.ulmb.com/oacnews.html		

Clear skies, - Bill MacIntosh

The Art of Giving a Presentation
As you know, I have given quite a few presentations through the years. It is a task that is rewarding and
fun. There are many in the club who are extremely proficient at providing information in the form of a
presentation, making it both informative and entertaining.
Noting one in particular, Gary Ross, who needs no computer or other device to make his presentations
worthwhile. David Bailey likewise can do a spur of the moment presentation without the use of electronic
aids. Blackboards and charts are more than adequate for these presenters.
There are several individuals who are very adept at using electronic devices. They utilize programs
such as Power Point and Keynote to perfect a smooth flowing and visually satisfying event. Jonathan
Kade, Diane Hall, Jon Blum, Larry Phipps, Debra Chaffins, Dale Partin, Jim Shedlowsky and Bob Berta
are just a few of those who come to mind.
There are others who can do both effectively.
So what goes into making a good presentation, one would ask? There are several keys to success in
this endeavor. The most important aspect that I point to is to learn your subject! Get as much information
as you can, making sure you check out the accuracy of that information. And the second most important
aspect is to practice your presentation. You practice it and rehearse it over and over and over again.
What this does is it allows you to cut out the fat and make it of reasonable length. You simply don’t want
your audience to fall asleep. The worst offense is to make it go longer than the time allotted. Frankly,
shorter presentations are harder to control than longer ones.
continued...
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At any length, you must provide a time for questions and answers. In the event you have a long
presentation that you cannot shorten for various reasons, you need to make provisions with the
scheduler to either divide the talk into two parts, either with a break between them or to extend the talk
to two meetings. Our club likes the presentation to go no longer than an hour. Some subjects no matter
what you do cannot be contained within an hour due to the volume of the information. You do not want
to short-change your subject because of brevity. I reflect upon one presentation (George Ellery Hale)
out of the many that I given, which would not lend itself to any time less than an hour and 15 minutes.
All my other subjects for the long talk are contained within an hour. There have been times where the
subject matter will not fill 40 minutes (Ole Romer, Giovanni Cassini). There are ways to extend the time
as well. In the case of Mr. Romer, I simply added information from earlier research by others on the
subject. With Giovanni Cassini, I just added his son, grandson and great-grandson also well-known
astronomers to the presentation.
I figured out that for each 10 minutes of presentation, there is about three hours of preparation for
presentations under 30 minutes. Longer presentations may be up to five hours per each 10 minutes. I
spent nearly 100 hours on each the George Ellery Hale and Edmond Halley presentations. In the news
presentations take ordinarily about two and a half sometimes as much as three hours of preparation.
How about the research? Sometimes there is so much information about an individual such as Mr. Hale
or Mr. Halley, that the difficulty comes in what and what not to use. Each of those individuals had at least
five books written about them, and on the Internet there were literally 100 articles. So there’s a lot of
reading to do. Sometimes you have to get a resource on the phone to help you decipher inconsistencies
in the information. Do not be afraid to admit that there are aspects of your presentation that couldn’t be
reliably authenticated and enlightened them
as to the difficulty in obtaining that reliability.
One other thing that I do is to try to keep
it light. Sprinkling in humor now and then
breaks up the monotony of the data. It is like
a respite for the listener, which gives him or
her a surge of energy to listen to more. You
have to excite the brain and the eyes to be
successful. Phil Martin is very good at that.
Gary Ross is a master of waxing poetic, and
art that makes his audience chuckle.
In conclusion, knowing your subject with
research to insure accuracy, practicing your
presentation often (timing it), sprinkling
humor in order to keep your audience
interested are the secret to a successful
presentation.
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Bertin
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“The important achievement of Apollo was demonstrating
that humanity is not forever chained to this planet and our
visions go rather further than that and our opportunities
are unlimited.”
- Neil Armstrong

Photo and Article Submissions
Your WASP team wants to include your photos and articles. After all, this is YOUR publication!
To share your photos for submission in the WASP, please email them to
publications@warrenastro.org
Documents can be submitted in Word (.doc), Open Office (.ods), or Text (.txt) formats, or put into the body of an email.
Photos can be embedded in the document or attached to the email and should be under 2MB in size.
Please include some captions for your photos along with the way you want your name to appear and dates taken.
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Treasurer’s Report
March 31, 2013
MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 91 members (19 of which are
family memberships).
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES (SUMMARY)
We took in $539.33 and spent $84.61. We have
$14003.47 in the bank and $201.07 in cash,
totaling $14204.54 (includes subtracting one
check not cashed yet, for $10.00).

W.A.S. History S.I.G.

May 1972
The cover on this issue was done by Walter
Roudebush, who then went on to write about “The
Moon Hoax” in this issue. On a side note, this past
April Macomb meeting featured an “In The News”
extravaganza by our own Ken Bertin. I noticed
that a certain Ken Wilson did much of the news
reporting in these old issues, both worldwide and
in the W.A.S.- do I detect a trend? In this particular
issue, Ken reported that representatives of our
club lost out in an astronomical Q&A game with
the Kalamazoo Society by only 10 points, carefully
refraining from fingering the culprit. Said culprit
was exposed by Diane Bargiel later in the issue.
Frank McCullough follows up with “Constellation
of the Month (Centaurus- the Centaur)” and
“Observational Astronomy (Omega Centauri-NGC
5139)”.

COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS
$54.00 annual rental fee for P.O. Box
$30.61 reimbursement for snacks
INCOME
$401.00 new memberships and renewals
$52.50 Astronomical League memberships
$14.67 donation
$49.16 donations for snacks
$21.00 donations for new telescope and mount
$1.00 merchandise
$7517.55 Total donated to date for new telescope
and mount
- Dale Partin

May 1975
The cover picture is from a photo of the moon
by Kenneth Wilson, author of the articles found
inside: “A Guide for the Summer Convention
Goer”, “Astro-Quiz”, and “A Darkness At Midnight”.
In this issue we have everything you ever wanted
to know about the workings of a Barlow lens and
then some in “My Friend the Barlow” by Lou Faix.
May 1986
The May cover features an image of Halley’s
Comet from March 16.
In the issue is “A Brief Survey of the Minor Planets” by
Ken Kelly, who then, by his calculations, provided
us with “Positions for Comet Halley (1982i)” and
“Minor Planets for Apr. - May 1986”.
History SIG update:
I have started a new batch of scans: 1974, 1978. I
found I needed a copy of “Star Names, Their Lore
and Meaning” by Richard H. Allen to decipher
some of Frank McCullough’s scribblings (He
used this book for his “Constellation of the Month”
articles). Happily, Diane Hall came to the rescue,
loaning me her copy so the campaign can now
lurch forward. Thank you, Diane!        
-Dale Thieme
9

Snack Volunteer Schedule
May 6		
May 16		
June 3		
June 20		
July 1		
July 18		

C
M
C
M
C
M

Dick Gala
Angelo DiDonato
Mike O’Dowd
Brian Thieme
Cliff Jones
Dale Thieme

2013 Stargate Observatory Open House
May 11, June 8, July 13
2013 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
May 6, June 3, July 1
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
May 16, June 20, July 18

If you are unable to bring the snacks on your
scheduled day, or if you need to reschedule,
please use the form on the website, or email the
board at board@warrenastro.org as soon as you
are able so that other arrangements can be made.
Astronomical Phenomena
May 2013

d h
2 11 LAST QUARTER
4 3 Neptune 5.6S of Moon
6 20 Uranus 3.8S of Moon
7 23 Mercury 0.4S of Mars
9 13 Mars 0.4S of Moon
Occn
9 19 Mercury 0.3S of Moon Occn
10 0 NEW MOON
Eclipse
11 0 Venus 1.4N of Moon
11 17 Aldebaran 3.4S of Moon
11 20 Mercury superior conjunction
12 12 Moon furthest North (20.2)
12 13 Jupiter 2.5N of Moon
13 13 Moon at apogee
17 17 Venus 5.8N of Aldebaran
18 4 FIRST QUARTER
18 9 Regulus 5.6N of Moon
22 10 Spica 0.1S of Moon
Occn
23 7 Saturn 3.5N of Moon
24 23 Mercury 1.4N of Venus
25 4 FULL MOON
26 1 Moon at perigee
26 5 Moon furthest South (-20.2)
27 9 Mercury 2.3N of Jupiter
27 15 Pluto 0.9S of Moon
Occn
28 19 Venus 1.0N of Jupiter
31 10 Neptune 5.6S of Moon
31 19 LAST QUARTER

All times are in UTC

Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least
2 hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if it
is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy, but it
clears up as the evening progresses.
- Riyad Matti, 2nd VP
10

Speaker’s Corner - May, Macomb
On May 16th at Macomb, Dave Bailey is going to take us on a different kind of Sky Tour with Sun
Dogs, Rainbows, and Other Lights in the Sky. Astronomy isn’t just about the night-time sky, after
all.
Dave Bailey’s parents met each other as graduate students at Yerkes Observatory, so Dave
has been in astronomy since before he was born. Unlike most club members, he’s mostly a
theoretician, not an observationalist, and he does not own a large telescope. Dave does like
to browse around the sky, though, and his favorite sky objects are those he just happen to see,
without looking for them, like M8, M15, Collinder 399, the O.B. Association in Perseus, the Girdle
of Venus, and a “comet” on the northwest horizon that turned out to be a TV antenna half a mile
away.

WAS Board Meeting,
April 1, 2013
Board members present: Jon Blum, Diane Hall,
Riyad Matti, Dale Partin, Dale Thieme, Bob Berta,
Debra Chaffins
Visitors: Jason Daniels, Brian Klaus, Marty Kunz
Jon Blum brought the meeting to order at 6:30
Reports:
President: Jon asked Diane to report on an
invitation from Macomb Community College:
June 14 at Macomb college- inauguration of the
new astronomical dome with an “astronomy at
the beach”-like event. We need for our members
to show up in support. Bring scopes.
1st Vice President: Diane made a motion to
donate a $300 table fee towards Kensington
astronomy at the beach, seconded Dale Thieme,
passed. On the 501c3 front, the attorney needs
some updated info which we will provide.

2nd Vice President: Waiting on the OTA to
arrive, shouldn’t make any purchases until it
shows up. We’ve installed a small, always on
LED “nightlight” to facilitate finding switches in the
dark. Carpeting to be installed soon as it warms
up.
Treasurer: Dale Partin noted that membership
is up from last year at this time. Full Treasurer’s
report is posted in the WASP.
Secretary: NR
Outreach: Lake St Clair Metropark Sidewalk
Astronomy event, sign up sheets will be
passed around at the meeting. Scout events
at Cranbrook, Astronomy Day coming up, April
20th at Cranbrook (1:00-4:00, Noon set up) and
Stargate (5:00-?).
Publications: The April WASP is a hit. The editor
needs articles/reports by the 26th.
With no new business at hand,
Jon dismissed the meeting at 6:57.
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WAS General Meeting,
Cranbrook, April 1, 2013
The meeting began at 7:30, with 46 present.
Officer Reports:
1st Vice President: Call for volunteers to give
talks.
2nd Vice President: Last open house March 9th,
cloudy but had a number of scouts and members
show up. April 13th, is next open house, also on
April 20th for astronomy Day.
Treasurer: 91 membership, $14,200 and change,
$7,500 for the new scope.
Secretary: NR
Outreach: Call for volunteers to sign up for
upcoming events: 12th April, Sidewalk Astronomy
at Lake St Clair Metropark; Astronomy Day, April
20th at Cranbrook and Stargate; Scout events at
Cranbrook: April 12, May 17.

History: Dale Thieme is getting ready to scan in
some “new” old WASPs: 1974 and 1978.
Astrophoto: Activity suspended until Bob gets
back from California. Looking forward to making use
of the Cranbrook telescope for astrophotography.
GLAAC: Preparations are coming along, lining
up speakers. We have a new sponsor on board,
Varsity Ford, paying the cost of the main tent.
In The News April 1, 2013 by Ken “just kidding”
Bertin
• Planck Satellite reveals Secrets of Cosmos
• Massive planet or Tiny failed star or something
else far more sinister
• Gravity-less black hole solves long time
cosmic puzzle
• Higgs Boson and the new discovery: Hurray
for big science
• SpaceX Dragon spacecraft and the real
reason solar eclipses occur
• IAU re-establishes Pluto as a Planet
Short Talk: “Comet of Doom” by Jonathan Kade

Publications: April 1st WASP is a hit, thanks Observations:
to all who contributed. For this month, we need Marty Kunz commented on his PanSTARRS
observations using binoculars.
submissions by the 26th.
Bob Trembley, saw it on a clear freezing evening,
then the next day with better temps.
SIG Reports:
Solar Group: Sun has a pretty good spot coming Jon Blum saw it while in Hawaii. Several others
present talked of their experiences in spotting it.
around, next Sunday is the solar group activity.
Discussion Group: 4th Thursday of the month at
Gary Gathen’s house

Presentation: “A Celebration of Astrology” by
Diane Hall (a special April Fool’s presentation)

Hands On: Riyad will have a list of objects on
hand to observe in the next open house.

The meeting ended at 9:45

Members are encouraged to join the Warren Astronomical Society Yahoo Group
for messages, photo posting and more.
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WAS General Meeting,
Macomb, April 18, 2013

Francette Fey, an astronomy instructor here at
Macomb Community College, presented about the
event she is planning here at MCC for June 14, 8pm
to 1am, at their observatory in the southwest corner
The meeting began at 7:30, with 27 present
of the South Campus: “Summer Skies at Macomb”.
Macomb is lining up special talks, astronaut Andrew
Officer Reports:
President: Our meetings here at Macomb will be J. Feustel will be there. Francette extended an
in our summer room 151 from next month, May, invitation to bring scopes for participation.
through August. Enter from the NorthWest corner
Presentation: “In The News, 2012” by Ken
back of the building ground level.
Bertin and friends (Diane Hall, Angelo DiDonato,
Bob Trembley, Joe Tocco, Dale Thieme, Ken
1st Vice President:
Bertin, Dave Bailey, and Gordon Miller).
May 6 Cranbrook:
Ken Bertin “Edmond 		
			
Halley” (long talk)
In closing, Jon reminded the group that we’re
May 16 Macomb:
Dave Bailey “Sun Dogs,
meeting in Room 151, at the northwest corner of
			
Rainbows, and Other 		
the library in the basement starting in May, for the
			
Lights in the Sky”
summer. Also the following Gastronomical Meeting
June 3 Cranbrook:
Jim Foersch “Let’s Make
will be held at Applebee’s, corner of 12 and Van
			
Stars!” (long)
Dyke.
         		
G.M. Ross “In Search of
			
the Clouds of Magellan”
The meeting ended at 9:32
			
(short)
June 20 Macomb:
Lee Hartwell “Hawaii
			
Observatories”
A Report on
Contact Diane if you would like to give a short or
Astronomy Day in Michigan
long presentation
April 20, 2013
2nd Vice President: The April Stargate open
Presented by Diane Hall
house was held on Saturday the 13th. It was
sparsely attended due to the weather condition.
We have an additional open house this month on
Saturday April 20th for National Astronomy Day.
Next month’s open house is on Saturday May 11th.
Treasurer: We have 91 members who have paid
2013 dues. We have $14,204 of which $7,517
are donations for our new telescope and mount.
Details of each month’s treasurer report are in the
WASP
Secretary: Scanning in the 1974 and 1978 issues
of the WASP now.
Outreach: Fairly successful “Sidewalk Astronomy”
event at Lake St Clair Metropark, horrible weather.
This weekend is Astronomy Day at Cranbrook and
Stargate. Ford club is going to be at Kensington for
Astronomy Day and at the Michigan Science Center.
Publications: The fun-filled special April 1 issue is
up on the website.
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