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The President’s Field of View
Special Interest Groups
Our club has eight Special Interest Groups, or SIGs. Each one provides a source for interested
members to learn more about one particular aspect of astronomy. Each group is headed by a club
member with knowledge of that field, who wants to share that knowledge with others.
Marty Kunz heads our Solar SIG. He reports at each meeting about activity on the sun, and lets us
look through Cranbrook’s solar telescope on Sundays. Gary Gathen hosts our Discussion Group SIG.
He invites us to his home on the fourth Thursday evening every month, to chat informally about science
including astronomy. Riyad Matti’s SIG is called Hands On, and meets at our Stargate observatory to
look at double stars and other interesting objects. Our Radio Astronomy SIG is run by Sai Rajagopalan,
but he hasn’t been able to come to many meetings lately, so let me know if you are interested in helping
him out with this group.
Dale Thieme is in charge of the History SIG. He scans in old
issues of the WASP and records the club’s 50-year history.
Chuck Dezelah leads the Astronomical League SIG, helping
members with that national organization’s observing awards.
Bob Berta is our Astrophotography SIG leader. He’s the one
to talk to if you are interested in getting into taking photos
with your telescope. Diane Hall is our club representative
to GLAAC, the Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs.
This is the organization that plans and puts on Astronomy At
The Beach at Kensington every September.
Contact any SIG leader, or me, if you would like to get involved
with any of these groups, or if you have an idea for a new SIG
you would like to start.
Jon
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Speaker’s Corner - November 4 Cranbrook
On Monday, November 4th, we’ll feature the annual election of club officers for 2014 in lieu of a
short talk; former President Ken Bertin will conduct the elections and any member in good standing
can run for office.
As our feature presentation, we have a special guest from the Ford Amateur Astronomy Club--current
FAAC President Gordon Hansen. He will be leading us in an hour-long round of Astrojeopardy! We
had great fun with this a few years back and this should be a good time for all.
If you would like to present either a short talk (10-15 minutes) or a full-length talk (45-60 minutes)
at a future meeting, please email Diane Hall at firstvp@warrenastro.org.

Upcoming Talks
November 4
C
Gordon Hansen
				Elections

AstroJeopardy!

November 21

Dave Bailey

Strange Little Stars: White Dwarfs

Michael Foerster
Jim Shedlowsky

Space X / Dragon
Stellafane II

M

December 2
C
				

Annual Banquet, December 5, AAVSO Development Director and former WAS President
Mike Simonsen brings us “Starlight Nights: Adventures of a Stargazer.”

2nd Vice President’s Observatory Report
The evening started with partly cloudy skies and then became too cloudy to observe. We did
manage to look at a few objects including the moon and Venus. After it was overcast, we gave
slide presentation to the members and visitors with the club’s new projector. Thanks to Jon Blum,
Ken Bertin, Bob Berta, and Dave Bailey, for the presentations. Also thanks to Chuck Dezelah for
his suggestion “Telescope Tutorial” which was advertised at this year’s Astronomy at the Beach
event, and thanks to the volunteers who gave their talks and answered questions about how to use
their telescopes. The open house was a success despite the clouds.
Roughly 50 people attended including members, scouts, and the general public.
Next open house is scheduled for November 9, 2013.

Riyad I. Matti
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Object of the Month - NGC 457:

NGC 457 is a bright open star cluster of moderate size in the constellation Cassiopeia. It is often
referred to by its popular names, the E.T. Cluster or the Owl Cluster (not to be confused with M97,
the famous Owl Nebula), and because of its distinctive and memorable shape is among the most
easily recognizable deep sky objects. It can be readily viewed in smaller sized binoculars, but is also
a fascinating object when using larger instruments as well. These qualities combined with the relative
ease of finding its location, make for NGC 457 being a popular object for public viewing sessions.
The cluster shines prominently with an integrated magnitude of 6.40 and is about 13’ in diameter. It is
classified as I3r cluster, indicating that it shows a strong concentration of stars toward its center, has a
broad distribution of stellar magnitudes amongst its members, and is rich in its number of stars.
Locating NGC 457 is straightforward. It is best to start by finding the 2nd magnitude star Ruchbah (Delta
Cassiopeiae), which marks the downward stroke of the eastern (left) end of the familiar ‘w’ formation of
the constellation’s principle stars. From this star, the cluster is located about 2° roughly south, and both
should share a single field of view in nearly any binocular or finder scope. Under dark skies it may be
even possible to locate the cluster visually without optical aid—one of its member stars is, in fact, Phi
Cassiopeiae, which shines at magnitude 4.95. In binoculars, the two ‘eyes’ of object’s E.T. or owl figure
should be distinguishable without difficulty. These closely paired prominent stars are the brightest of the
cluster and, along with a characteristically body-like figure and an appendage suggestive of an alien
arm or an owl’s wing, make for a readily identifiable figure. The overall impact of the object’s shape
is even more pronounced in telescopes, where the combination of greater magnification with larger
aperture makes the form even more outstanding. Further increases in power or telescope size will
help reveal some of the dimmer members concentrated near the core and will enhance the apparent
‘richness’ of the cluster.
This column is written with the intention of introducing a new object each month that is visible from Stargate Observatory using
a moderate-sized telescope typical of beginner and intermediate level amateur astronomers. In particular, special focus will be
given to objects that are not among the common objects with which most observers are already familiar, but instead articles
will mainly give attention to “hidden gems” or underappreciated features of the night sky.
- Chuck Dezelah

WAS Discussion Group
The WAS Discussion Group meeting is at a different time and place in November, than in any other
month, because of the Thanksgiving holiday. This month it will be at 8 PM on Monday, November
25, at the home of Jon Blum, in Farmington Hills. All WAS members are invited. You will receive
address and directions by email about a week in advance, or you can contact Jon at president@
warrenastro.org for directions.
At this Discussion Group meeting, all topics and multiple simultaneous conversations are welcome.
Jon will supply plenty of snacks and soft drinks, so there’s no need to bring anything. Photos of past
meetings at Jon’s house are at www.jonrosie.com/astronomy/discussion
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It’s time to reserve your place at the ANNUAL BANQUET of the Warren Astronomical Society

Thursday, December 5, 2013
Place:
		
		
Time:
Cost:

DeCarlos Restaurant and Banquet Center in the Fiesta Room
6015 E. 10 Mile Road near Mound in Warren 48091
(there is another DeCarlos at a different location...don’t go there!)
6:30 PM.
$30 if received no later than December 2, otherwise full price $35.

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!
Members and friends are encouraged to bring their spouse or significant other.
Send check a made out to Warren Astronomical Society, along with names and number of
people attending to:
		
Dale Partin
		
WAS Banquet
		
20820 30 Mile Rd
		
Ray, MI 48096
		

or give to Dale at an upcoming WAS meeting.

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: DECEMBER 2, 2013
Speaker:

Mike Simonsen, AAVSO Development Director

Menu: Buffet dinner with three meats, plus pasta, potato, vegetable,
salad, rolls, soft drinks, coffee, and dessert.
Alcoholic drinks will be available for separate purchase.
Speaker’s Corner - November 21, Macomb
For our final Macomb meeting of the year, on November 21st, David Y. “Resident Einstein” Bailey
will delve into the oddities of those luminous balls of degenerate matter known as White Dwarfs.
They’re less violent than Dave’s favored cataclysmic variable stars but no less odd and interesting.
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Seven Ponds Open Invitation
WAS members are invited to The Seven Ponds Astronomy Club monthly meetings. More information
about upcoming meetings, maps to Seven Ponds Nature Center, etc. is available at http://bhmich.
com/sevenpondsac/. Please let me know if you might attend so that appropriate plans can be
made. Any questions, please contact me.
- John Lines

Oakland Astronomy Club Newsletter
http://oaklandastronomy.net/newsletters/oacnews.html		

Clear skies, - Bill MacIntosh
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Treasurer’s Report
September 30, 2013
MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 119 members (22 of which are
family memberships).
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES (SUMMARY)
We took in $1764.63 and spent $511.32. We
have $14827.89 in the bank and $154.29 in cash,
totaling $14982.18 as of September 30, 2013.
(These numbers include the effects of checks
totaling $425.44 not yet cashed.)
COSTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS
$30.88 reimbursement for snacks

$400.00 fee for 501(c)3 application
$55.00 adaptor for telescope
$25.44 advertising for Astronomy at the Beach
INCOME
$53.13 donations for snacks
$200.00 new memberships and renewals
$7.50 Astronomical League memberships
$6.00 miscellaneous merchandise sales
$400.00 sale of 6 inch f/8 telescope on GEM
$1098.00 donation for new telescope and mount
(includes $1000 from Warren Rotary Club)
$8832.05 Total donated to date for new telescope
and mount
-Dale Partin

Members are encouraged to join the Warren Astronomical Society Yahoo Group
for messages, photo posting and more.

W.A.S. History S.I.G.

Nov 1974

A drawing of Jupiter by Louis Faix, with attention
to a moon throwing a shadow on the planet,
graces the cover of this issue. The caption:
“Photographers Opportunity”. With the on again/off
again solar maximum we hope we’ll experience,
here’s a tease: “Northern Lights on Display” by
Frank McCullough. Some lighthearted nonsense
can be found in “Letters to the W.A.S.P.”

Nov 1979

The Nightwatch column extolls the virtues of
smaller telescopes. In his article, “The Messier and
Observing Group - A Report”, Frank McCullough
recounts lessons learned in conducting a teaching
event at Stargate.

Nov 1983

Andromeda is featured in “the Constellation
Corner”. Kenneth Wilson shows us how to
“Calculate the Age of the Moon”, not in how long
it’s been around, but rather the current phase.

From the Scanner

Along with many copies of the WASP, Larry
Kalinowski saved numerous items of WAS history.
Of note is the publication of the “Proceedings of the
1974 Astronomical League National Conference”
which the WAS helped host at the Michigan State
University. In this booklet, we have papers from
several of our members in these pages. I’m working
on scanning this and have a preliminary PDF (from
the raw scan). This PDF will be available to anyone
interested, just see me (Dale T) at a meeting, I’ll
have it on a thumb drive and my computer.
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Snack Volunteer Schedule
November 4
November 21
December 2		
January 6		
January 16		

C
M
C
C
M

Jim Shedlowsky
Chuck Dezelah
Brian Chaffins
Jonathan Kade
Dale Partin

2013 Stargate Observatory Open House
November 9, December 14, January 11
2013 WAS Meetings
Cranbrook Meetings: 1st Mondays
November 4, December 2, January 6
Macomb Meetings: 3rd Thursdays
November 21, January 16
No December Macomb Meeting

If you are unable to bring the snacks on your
scheduled day, or if you need to reschedule,
please use the form on the website, or email the
board at board@warrenastro.org as soon as you
are able so that other arrangements can be made.
Astronomical Phenomena
November 2013

d h
1 5 Venus greatest elong E(47)

1 20
2 7
3 6
3 12
3 17
6 6
6 9
6 11
7 7
7 13
10 6
10 14
11 7
13 21
14 0
17 15
18 8
18 19
19 17
22 4
22 9
25 12
25 19
26 1
27 11
29 17

Mercury inferior conjunction
Spica 0.8S of Moon
Occn
Mercury 0.0N of Moon Occn
NEW MOON
Eclipse
Saturn 1.6N of Moon
Moon furthest South (-19.6)
Moon at perigee
Saturn at conjunction
Jupiter stationary
Pluto 1.7S of Moon
FIRST QUARTER
Mercury stationary
Neptune 5.4S of Moon
Neptune stationary
Uranus 3.2S of Moon
FULL MOON
Mercury greatest elong W(19)
Aldebaran 2.7S of Moon
Moon furthest North (19.6)
Jupiter 5.0N of Moon
Moon at apogee
Regulus 5.3N of Moon
LAST QUARTER
Mercury 0.3S of Saturn
Mars 5.3N of Moon
Spica 0.9S of Moon
Occn

All times are in UTC

Observatory Rules
1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no
members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements,
such as late arrival time. Call 586-992-0498.
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the
scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation
depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no
later than 2 hours before starting time in case of
date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least
2 hours before the posted opening with any
questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent
the open house... the plan is to be there even if it
is clouded over. Often, the weather is cloudy, but it
clears up as the evening progresses.
- Riyad Matti, 2nd VP
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WAS Board Meeting
October 7, 2013

Board members present: Diane Hall, Riyad Matti,

Dale Partin, Dale Thieme, Bob Berta
Visitors: Ken Bertin, Brian Klaus, Marty Kunz

Reports:
1st Vice President: In Jon Blum’s absence,
Diane Hall called the meeting to order at 6:30. She
reported that speaker assignments for this year is
filled, next year needs filling.
2nd Vice President: Riyad Matti pointed out
that we have 3 more open house this year: this
Sat. Oct 12, Nov 9, Dec 14. This weekend is the
special “astronomy 101” open house. Need more
volunteers. Update on the new refractor: Lens
is completed, now working on the tube. locks,
ladder, and other projects should be done before
end of year. Riyad said that he would get the other
scheduled projects attended to (carpeting, new
locks) before the end of the year.

$14827.89 in the bank and $154.29 in cash, totaling
$14982.18 as of September 30, 2013. (These
numbers include the effects of checks totaling
$425.44 not yet cashed.) Full report in the WASP.
The bill from the new insurance company has
arrived, we’ll cancel the old one effective Oct 1.
Dale asked Bill Beers about calendar price. Based
on orders taken, $15 is about right.
Secretary: The letters for the banquet door prize
donations have been sent out, we’ve received one
response already. A couple items left over from
Kensington: Big box of astronomical magazines,
a camera tripod.
Outreach: Girls Scouts coming this Saturday to
Stargate, Romeo Library presentation Oct 23.
Old Business:
Banquet is Dec 5. Discussion on price to charge
(around $30). For the speaker, Diane offered to
contact Mike Simonsen.
Discussion on the Kensington Astronomy at the
Beach event.
501.c3 application sent in.

Treasurer: Dale Partin reported that we currently
have 119 members (22 of which are family New Business: No new business
memberships).
We took in $1764.63 and spent $511.32. We have

Diane dismissed the meeting at 7:31

“We were flying over America and suddenly I saw
snow, the first snow we ever saw from orbit. I have
never visited America, but I imagined that the arrival
of autumn and winter is the same there as in other
places, and the process of getting ready for them
is the same. And then it struck me that we are all
children of our Earth.”

- Aleksandr Aleksandrov
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WAS Cranbrook General Meeting
October 7, 2013

SIG Reports:
Solar Group: Met yesterday, rained out, but the
sun is getting busy with spots and flares.

In Jon Blum’s absence, Diane Hall brought the
Astronomy League: Chuck Dezelah showed off
meeting to order at 7:33 with 43 present
his lunar certificate and pin. He also distributed
some raffle prizes that WAS members won from
Officer Reports:
participating at Kensington: Dale Thieme- a
1st Vice President, Diane: Speaker spots for
meteorite sample, Ken Bertin-Cranbrook tickets,
2013 is filled, many for 2014 as well, but more are
and Dale Partin-eyecups and parfocalizing rings for
needed for Macomb in 2014
eyepieces.
2nd Vice President, Riyad Matti:This Saturday
(Oct 12) is next open house. Reminder for
volunteers that are coming out for the scope
tutorials. Nov 9, Dec 14 are the final open houses
of the year. Update on the new refractor: Lens is
completed, work on the OTA is underway.

Astro Photo:
Collecting photos for the calendar. Bob Berta showed
off some aurora photos by Bill Kippens from Oct 2.
Observing:
Moon near Venus tomorrow
Comet ISON is near Mars
Science fiction convention (ConClave 37) in
Dearborn this weekend. Bob Trembley and Diane
Hall are lecturing and demoing.

Treasurer, Dale Partin: As of September, we have
119 memberships, nearly $15,000 in funds, $8,800
are reserved for the new scope. Anyone wanting
the new calendar, featuring images from WAS
members, sign up for one (sign up sheet will be
In The News 10/07/2013 by Ken Bertin
passed around), price based on number ordered.
• Early humans saw black hole light in the
Sign up list for the banquet is also being passed
night sky
around.
• First interactive map of galaxy’s habitable
planets
Secretary, Dale Thieme: Banquet donation request
• SpaceX gets a rival - and tests novel
letters sent out, donations form our members are
reusable rocket
also welcome.
• Hunting quantum gravity in the big Bang’s
echoes
Publications, Debra Chaffins: October WASP is up.
• Exoplanet hunt faces conundrum as count
nears 1000
Outreach, Bob Berta: This Friday, a Girl Scout
• Earth’s love handles keep the satellites
Group is coming out to Stargate. A presentation at
from falling
the Romeo City Library on Oct 23. Diane reported
• First weather report on an extrasolar planet
an attendance of 3200 at Kensington’s Astronomy
• Historic shots of Io revealed a world on fire
at the Beach.
• Speed limit found for sluggish dark matter
Diane announced that next month (November at
Short Talk:
Cranbrook) WAS elections will take the place of
A tour of Yerkes Observatory by Ken Bertin
the short talk. She also pointed out that the snack
Presentation: “Enterprise: The Myth of the ‘Sixth
volunteer list was going around.
Shuttle’” by Diane Hall
The meeting ended at 10:10 pm.
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WAS Macomb General Meeting

You can pay the treasurer tonight or at any upcoming
meeting.
Please bring your spouse or significant other.

Jon Blum brought the meeting to order at 7:30 with 38
present

Please send the board suggestions on which members
have done a lot for our club this year, so we can
consider them for awards at this year›s banquet. Email
your suggestions to board@warrenastro.org with a
sentence about why that person should get an award.

October 17, 2013

Officer Reports:
President:
Jon Blum made these announcements: The annual
Astronomy At The Beach at Kensington Metropark last
month was a big success. We had over 50 telescopes
set up along the beach, and over a thousand people
attended each of the two nights. The crowds were
enthusiastic about the talks presented and the views
through the telescopes. This is the biggest public
astronomy event in Michigan every year, and one of
the biggest in the country.
Due to Chuck Dezelah›s excellent work, we passed out
flyers at Kensington about our next Stargate observing
night, and we got some new people out at Stargate
from that publicity last Saturday. We are working on
ways to improve that idea for next year.
Our WAS annual election of officers will be at the next
Cranbrook meeting, on November 4. All current board
members are term limited and so will not be staying in
their current positions. The board has chosen a slate
of officers to run as follows:
President 	
Jonathan Kade
1st VP  	
Dale Partin
2nd VP 	
Joe Tocco
Treasurer
Dale Thieme
Secretary
Chuck Dezelah
Outreach
Angelo DiDonato
Publications Bob Trembley
(Newsletter)
Any current paid-up member can run for any office by
notifying the board in advance by email at board@
warrenastro.org or by being nominated from the floor
at the November 4 meeting.
We will have a special event at our November 4
meeting at Cranbrook. We will play the game of Astro
Jeopardy. It will be conducted by Ford club president
Gordon Hansen.
Our annual club banquet will be on Thursday, December
5. There is no Macomb meeting in December. The
price is $35 but there is a $5 discount if you pay in
advance, to you can pay the treasurer today or at any
time through December 2, to get the discounted price
of $30.

Sign up with the treasurer tonight or soon, if you want
to order a 2014 calendar with astro-images by club
members.
See the treasurer at any meeting if you are a paid
member and you would like a membership card. The
card may be useful if you go observing on your own at
Stargate and may need to show the park guards that
you are a WAS member.
Gift certficates $30 off (amount of our standard dues)
from Woodland Hills Telescopes. One per paid
membership. Get them at tonight’s meeting (none
mailed).
Our club members get a discount on subscriptions
to three astronomy magazines: Sky & Telescope,
Astronomy, and Astronomy Technology Today. See
the email that treasurer Dale Partin wrote and Dick
Gala sent out to all members on October 14.
1st Vice President, Diane Hall:
11-4 Cranbrook - WAS Elections
Gordon Hansen - “Astro Jeopardy”
11-21 Macomb - Dave Bailey 		
Strange Little Stars: White Dwarfs
12-2 Cranbrook - Michael Foerster - Space X Dragon
Jim Shedlowsky - Stellafane Part 2
12-5 DeCarlos - Mike Simonsen - Banquet speaker
Contact Diane if you would like to give a short or long
presentation
Diane also requests that everyone who attended
Astronomy At The Beach please send feedback about
this event to her at firstvp@warrenastro.org
Secretary, Dale Thieme:
For door prizes for our December 5 annual banquet,
we’ve sent out door prize donation requests to the
commercial donors. Donations from the membership
are also most welcome. It would help if donors would
email Dale Thieme at secretary@warrenastro.org to let
him know what they’re contributing. Astronomy books
or astronomy gear would be good.
continued...
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2nd Vice President, Riyad Matti:
The evening started with partly cloudy skies and then
became too cloudy to observe. We did manage to look
at a few objects including the moon and Venus. After
it was overcast, we gave slide presentations to the
members and visitors with the club’s new projector.
Thanks to Jon Blum, Ken Bertin, Bob Berta, and Dave
Bailey, for the presentations. Also thanks to Chuck
Dezelah for his suggestion “Telescope Tutorial” which
was advertised at this year’s Astronomy at the Beach
event, and thanks to the volunteers who gave their
talks and answered questions about how to use their
telescopes. The open house was a success despite
the clouds. Roughly 50 people attended including
members, scouts, and the general public.
The next open house is scheduled for November 9.
Treasurer, Dale Partin:
We currently have 119 memberships. We
have $14,982 of which $8,832 is for our new telescope
and mount. Full report in the WASP.
Outreach, Bob Berta:
Presentations for a school on Tuesday of last week
held at Skyline Retreat Center in Almont...middle
school kids
Friday night....25 Girl Scouts at Stargate
Saturday....Open house with about 50 cub scouts
and around 25 public in attendance. This event was
advertised at Kensington Star Party as event for help
in using telescopes...several people took advantage of
it. The Cub Scouts are going to schedule an additional
night of presentations and viewing when the weather
clears up (was clouded out last night). We used the
new computer projector for several presentations due
to the clouded out night with excellent results.

Publications, Debra Chaffins:
The current (October) WASP is available on the
website.
Observations:
An announcement from Gary Ross:
Saturday, 7 December is the Association’s “Saturnalia”
somewhere in Lowell Township. It will probably be
cloudy but if not we can observe far into the (long)
night. Bailey cannot be kept away with a bull whip, of
course, but others . . .?
Unlimited amount of room at Kissing Rock Farm on
a mediaeval level of comfort. Certain people qualify
for a bona fide bed, and I will probably take the floor.
Showers are strictly regulated because of our wartime
economy. If more than Bailey show up I want it signaled
well in advance because of ancillary arrangements.
In The News for October 17, 2013 by Ken Bertin
• Planet Bling: solar system’s giants host megadiamonds
• How to sniff aliens’ gas in exoplanet atmospheres
• ‘Black glass’ could be first comet chunk found on
Earth
• Zombie star caught feasting on a soggy asteroid
• Golden wrapper to protect Milky Way mapper
• Earth’s super-siblings grew up very differently
• Astronaut Scott Carpenter dies at 88; second
American to orbit Earth
• Nobel laureate Peter Higgs
Presentation: “Asteroids” by Bob Trembley
The meeting ended at 9:32

Photo and Article Submissions
Your WASP team wants to include your photos and articles. After all, this is YOUR publication!
To share your photos for submission in the WASP, please email them to
publications@warrenastro.org
Documents can be submitted in Word (.doc), Open Office (.ods), or Text (.txt) formats, or put into the body of an email.
Photos can be embedded in the document or attached to the email and should be under 2MB in size.
Please include some captions for your photos along with the way you want your name to appear and dates taken.
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