
1  

February 2015 



2  

February 2015 Vol. 46, No. 2 

President: Jonathan Kade president@warrenastro.org  

First Vice President: Dale Partin firstvp@warrenastro.org 

Second Vice President: Joe Tocco secondvp@warrenastro.org  

Treasurer: Dale Thieme treasurer@warrenastro.org  

Secretary: Chuck Dezelah secretary@warrenastro.org  

Publications: Bob Trembley publications@warrenastro.org  

Outreach: Diane Hall outreach@warrenastro.org  

 Entire Board board@warrenastro.org 

The Warren Astronomical Society 
Founded: 1961 

P.O. BOX 1505 
WARREN, MICHIGAN 48090-1505 

http://www.warrenastro.org 

The Dawn mission is on approach to Dwarf Planet Ceres. The images above have a resolution better than 

those taken by the Hubble Space TelescopeðDawn does have the advantage of being only 237,000 km from 

Ceres, as compared to the Hubble and Earth, which are 541,760,000 km away (at the time of this writing). 

Here is an animation of Ceres rotating: http://photojournal.jpl.nasa.gov/catalog/PIA19171 

Ceres has a diameter of 950 km; it is the largest body within the main asteroid belt, and has become round 

under its own gravity. Ceresô mass is 1/4ð1/3 that of all the objects in the main asteroid belt. Ceres is the 

only Dwarf Planet in the Inner Solar System. It has a icy composition, like the moons of Jupiter and Saturn. 

After Dawn had visited Vesta, and was on its way towards Ceres, water was discovered jetting out of Ceresð

just like Jupiterôs moon Europa, and Saturnôs moon Enceladus. Ceres may have a sub-surface ocean of its 

own! Weôll find out soon; Iôm ridiculously excited! 

Ceres was discovered in 1801 and at the time was classified as a Planet. It got reclassified as an Asteroid 

around 1847ð-and to my knowledge, the public did not go berserk about it... Ceres was reclassified as a 

Dwarf Planet in 2006ï the same date Pluto too got reclassified as a Dwarf Planet. 

- Bob Trembley 

 Image Credits: NASA/JPL-Caltech/UCLA/MPS/DLR/IDA 

http://www.warrenastro.org/
http://photojournal.jpl.nasa.gov/catalog/PIA19171
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At a recent meeting of the Society, we had a round of 

observing reportsé a short round, because we live in 

Michigané and itôs winter. One of the members said 

ñI saw the Moonéò and got guffaws from audience. 

Gary Ross was not in attendance, I can imagine him 

standing, and saying something like: 

What is the matter with you people? 

You know for your self that the Moon 

is a fascinating observing target; 

itôs probably one of the first 

things YOU looked at!  

Tell me an exclamation did not burst 

forth from you, the first time he 

moon came into focus through your 

first telescope!  

The awed reactions Iôve gotten by people of all 

ages who have seen the Moon through my telescope 

have been highly gratifying. 

Todayôs lunar scientists are studying the Apollo 

lunar mineral samples with technologies that have 

existed for only a few yearsðitôs like studying new 

lunar samples all over again! 

Rik Hill has been posting some stunning images of 

the Moon on Facebook. Iôve included one, and images 

of the Moon from other Society members in this issue. 

I would like to challenge every member of 

the Society to work together on receiving 

the Astronomical Leagueôs Lunar 

Observing Program (see pages 27-34) 

 

As Iôm writing this, a winter snowstorm has dumped 

several inches around the region, and caused mass 

school closings; Cranbrook has closed as well, and the 

Society meeting scheduled for Monday Feb. 2 has 

been cancelled. I feel like the COSMOS does not wish 

me to give my ñExploring the Solar Systemò lecture... 

Suburban Cooperative Member Libraries 

Offer Astronomy Magazine 

Recently, I noticed that the Suburban Cooperative 

Library of which 27 libraries are members (mostly in 

Macomb County), has in its Zinio Magazine 

collection, "Astronomy" magazine, free to those who 

have a valid library card member and sign up at this 

site: 

https://www.rbdigital.com/suburbancoopmi/service/

zinio/landing? 

Earlier in the year, I had subscribed to "Astronomy," 

and now notice it's free to those who have a valid 

library card. 

Nice deal, I think. 

Dan Frezza  

Member Update: Roger Civic 

My Dad, Roger A. Civic, has been a member (though 

not active recently) since 1979. His telescope was a 

permanent fixture in our backyard and I can 

remember him showing me the moon, planets and 

stars through it many, many times, dragging me out 

of bed sometimes even, to come look at whatever 

spectacle was happening that night. I didnôt much 

care then because I had other interests, but have come 

to appreciate it since, and hold an interest for myself.  

 

(Continued on page 5) 

In other news: I have created and am webmastering a 

WordPress website for Brother Guy Consolmagno 

and the Vatican Observatory Foundation: http://

www.vofoundation.org/blog. I am also writing 

Astronomy and Space Science articles for this 

website, along with other amateur and professional 

astronomers, and some students. I guess this means 

I'm now a "Professionalò Astronomy blogger! 

Bob Trembley 

http://www.vofoundation.org/blog
http://www.vofoundation.org/blog
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