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Hunting at

For a few weeks beginning in the middle of March,
astronomers have a chance to observe all 110 ob-
jects in the Messier calendar in the span of one
night. Astronomers at the latitude of, say, 25 de-

grees north, that is. Those of us up around, say,

the 43rd parallel are out of luck as far as a full

marathon goes. (Those who overwinter at 25N and
below, we know you who you are!)

Even if Michiganders are shut out of the full
sweep of Messier action, the Warren Astronomical
Society board of officers has vowed this year to
encourage all our members to go a -questing for
Messier objects and take part in other celestial

of Vi ew

treasure hunts. Outreach Director Bob Trembley

has compiled resources to help members achieve
observing awards from the Astronomical League. If
youdbre an AL member and
Messier Observing award, Messier Binocular
award, or the Lunar Observing award, Bob has the

information you need and is ready to share.

youor e

Also honor of the Messier Marathon, Observatory
Chairman Jeff MacLeod is planning a Messier
t h,eme or. Marcho6s Open
Ev4e£ i[jevger c,ea%§t make it to 11
to see some of the catalogued
Big Dob and the Kalinowski -Khula Refractor. Lar-
ry Kalinowski, namesake
fractor, organized and judged Messier hunts for
the W.A.S. and my husband Jonathan Kade and |
were fortunate to participate in some of the last
contests Larry presided over (and let me tell you
sometime about the frustration of viewing M79 in
spring). The board this year hopes to resurrect a
true Messier contest, complete with prizes; March
weather is too capricious so the contest will be
held at this yeards W.A.S.
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Society Meetin@®@i Bicme&si on

Astronomy presentations and lectures twice

each month at 7:30 PM :
First Monday at Cranbrook Institute of Science.

Third Thursday  at Macomb Community College
- South Campus Building J (Library)

Snack Vol unt
Schedul e

Mar ... 7Cr anbr.aokal e
Mar . ... 1Ma c o mb....... John
Apr ... 4Cr anbr.aokonat han

Thi eme
Hor t on

Di ane Hall
Apr .. 2Ma c o mb....... Dal e Partin
5/ 2/.16Cr anbr.aokal ph DeCew
5/ 19./.1Ma c o mb....... Bob Berta

Paper supplies and cups are supplied by the
club, volunteers are reimbursed up to $25
for the snacks.

If you are unable to bring the snacks on your
scheduled day, or if you need to reschedule,
please email the board at
board@warrenastro.org  as soon as you are
able so that other arrangements can be
made.
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- Tune in to Ca
iane for live

Grab some snacks,

The WAS Discussion Group meetings take place at
the home of Gary and Patty Gathen, from 8
on the fourth Thursday of the month, from January

October. Different dates are scheduled for November
and December due to the holidays. The Gathens live
at 21, Elm Park Blvd. in Pleasant Ridge

Woodward Ave.

The agenda is generally centered around discussions
of science and astronomy topics. Soft drinks are pro-
vided, shacks are contributed by attendees. Any-

K a d ewhgre from 4 to 16 members and guests typically
-5400, and

attend. Gary can be reached at (248) 543
gary@gathen.net .

Saw a Fireball?

Report it to the American Meteor Society

www.amsmeteors.org/

Group

c ome

-11 PM,

e i three
blgksl south of | -696, about half a block west of

members/fireball/

report -a-fireball
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The very end of March off
hunté for the visual obser
passport as well as a tank of gas. Go south across
the Detroit River and get on Highway 3, which
takes you south -east to the town of Leamington,
Ontari o. That ol | be the
tional Park, the southernmost point in Canada
and the home of a dark -sky preserve there at the
42nd parallel The o0tipo
blank space between the cities of Sandusky and
Cleveland, and in the darkness over Lake Erie
youol |l be able to see obje
troit/ Ann Arbor/ Tol edo sky
skies in the Metro arfiejastii |
to see the greatest of globular clusters, Omega
Centauri, from Canadian soil.

ga

The <catch is, the park cl
need to get advance permission to pull this caper

off. Our Canadian friends at the Royal Astronomi-

cal Society of Canada, Windsor Centre, have ar-
ranged for March 26th to be their official Dark Sky

Night at the park, so this might be your chance to

pull off a rare astronomical feat! Check out the
Windsor chapter of RASC  f or addi ti ona
and for verification that yes, seeing Om Cent from

Canada is indeed possible.

Clear Skies and Happy Hunting!

-Diane Hall,
President

Astronomi cal Event s

Day EST Event

(h:r

1 18:1 LAST QUARTER MOON
2 1: 53 Saturn 3.6AS of M
7 5:54 Venus 3.5AS of Mo
8 5: 00 Jupiter at Opposi
8 20: 5 NEW MOON

8 20:5 Total Solar Eclip
9 1:31 Moon at Descendin
10 2: 02 Moon at Perigee:
14 8:44 Aldebaran 0.3AS o
15 12: 0 FIRST QUARTER MOO
19 23:3 Vernal Equi nox

20 9: 00 Venus at Aphelion
20 14:0 Regulus 2.5AN of
21 22:5 Jupiter 2.1AN of
22 7:59 Moon at Ascending
23 6: 47 Pen. Lunar Eclips
23 7:01 FULL MOON

23 15: 0 Mercury at Super.i
24 20:5 Spica 5.1AS of Mo
25 9:16 Moon at Apogee: 4
28 13:4 Mars 4.2AS of Moo
29 9:58 Saturn 3.5AS of M
31 10:1 LAST QUARTER MOON

If Daylight Saving Time is in effect, add one hour
to the times listed.

Sourbetp: /[ www.
astrocal 2016est.
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http://www.rascwindsor.com
http://www.astropixels.com/ephemeris/astrocal/astrocal2016est.html
http://www.astropixels.com/ephemeris/astrocal/astrocal2016est.html

History SIG

March 1984

How fortuitous that, on the month following Dr.
Jerry Duniferds
ing -featuring among other attractions, the Space
shuttle oO0Col umbi aod, we

turing the same, landing from one of its missions.

This particular issue features some hardware dis-
cussions in
maker who also writes about observing experienc-

es ( and more hardware )
mer 0.
Kenneth Wi lson treats us

CALCULATI NG ASTRONOMERGG.
Blum will like this), Ken Strom fills us in on what
astronomy is like in Hawaii.

-Dale Thieme,
Chief scanner
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Letter to the Editor oré

Flack From the Fools.

In the January number of the W.A.S.P. is

Chuck Dezelah's continuing contribu-

tion regarding deep sky objects, vide N.G.C.

2683. Whilst still reeling from Ken Bertin's
enormity at Cranbrook, to wit, putting on

screen a picture of a sort of humanoid -- which
no evolutionary process could generate - to
illustrate something -or-other about extra -
terrestrial life, one encounters:

The "UFO galaxy" (sic). | read Harlow Shapley's
Galaxies, 1st ed., during the New Frontier. No-
where were names like that drivel found! Where
is this rot coming from? Drugs on our youth?
Those danged (unionised) school teachers? Ex-

n cugipns i{‘t‘ﬁ s&ienﬁigtigndarﬁl%digqmé %StHl_.lgO
Gernsbeck would say. The Warren Astronomical

d Sodiety are savamtsg in adlditioretad a pénenzbra
of stumblebums, so get a grip.

SBack tp y268B. I 9aw this sgiral galaxy years ago
at the Veen Observatory. Yes, she is big 'un, but

N QddtYonic® GbBervihga8sistdneetis'h&dyhec-
t b es%ary. fJ%s.trd% % qargful slw%ep né)rlfh lfrclzzm lota
At ancf assyming @ryaeqeapgahmount with or

without slow motion controls. Flex shafts will
suffice or one can just (gently) haul the tube by
hand.

By the Grace of God, G. M. Ross



































































