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Astronomy at the Beach is here!
September 14-15
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Society Meeting Times
Astronomy presentations and lectures twice
each month at 7:30 PM:

September Discussion
Group Meeting

First Monday at Cranbrook Institute of
Science.
Third Thursday at Macomb Community
College - South Campus Building E (Library)
Note: for the rest of 2018, we are meeting in
room E308, in building E.

Come on over, and talk astronomy, space
news, and whatnot!

Snack Volunteer
Schedule
Sep 10
Sep 20
Oct 1		

A time and place for the September
Discussion Group was not confirmed at the
time of publication. If that changes, an email
will be sent out with details for the Discussion
Group.

Cranbrook J. Kade/D. Hall
Macomb
Angelo DiDonato
Cranbrook Bob Berta

If you are unable to bring the snacks on your
scheduled day, or if you need to reschedule,
please email the board at board@
warrenastro.org as soon as you are able so
that other arrangements can be made.
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Space Pirates
Tune in to Captains Marty Kunz and
Diane Hall for live radio Wednesday
nights at 9:00pm ET
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President’s Field of View
August was a busy month, I had more
juggling gigs than I can remember in recent
history. The money came in handy for our
trip around the great lakes. We (Janelle and I)
saw some great Perseids in the Pigeon River
area of the northern Lower Peninsula. From
there we crossed the Mackinac Bridge and
headed west along the southern coast of the
Upper Peninsula. We explored the waterfalls
of the Keweenaw peninsula as well as the
Mineral Museum at Michigan Tech. From
there we traveled east to the Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore to take in more geology.
Then it was crossing into Canada at Saulte
Ste. Marie, after taking in the engineering of
the Soo locks. We spent a few days in the
Kilarney Provincial Park, then it was down to
Niagara Falls and basically home from there.
It was a great trip filled with fun places and
some awesome geology, from Precambrian
Granites in the UP to the Quaternary glacial
deposits of the Lower Peninsula. We covered
about a billion years of geologic history and
took 1,700 pictures.
The fall semester has started and it’s time to
get back to work. I’m very excited to announce
that I have stated training on the planetarium
software at the Wayne State Planetarium and
will be an official employee shortly. So, in a
month or so you should be able to see me at
the Friday night public planetarium shows.
With all that said it is time to start gearing up
for Astronomy at the Beach. We are two short
weeks away so start getting your scopes ready,
get the word out to everyone you know, and
do your anti-cloud dance. If you have been
under a rock or not seen any of the other flyers,
Astronomy at the Beach is the biggest single
astronomy event in Michigan. Taking place at
Island Lake State Recreation Area, in the Picnic
Ground on Kent Lake Beach on September

Club Member
Nametags
Email publications@warrenastro.org
for your personalized name tag

Astronomical Events
for September 2018

Add one hour for Daylight savings.
Source:
http://www.astropixels.com/ephemeris/astrocal/astrocal2018est.html
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Day

EST (h:m)

Event

02

05

Mercury at Perihelion

02

20:34

Aldebaran 1.2°S of Moon

02

21:37

LAST QUARTER MOON

06

17:42

Moon at Ascending Node

06

21:13

Beehive 1.4°N of Moon

07

12

Neptune at Opposition

07

20:21

Moon at Perigee: 361355 km

09

13:01

NEW MOON

13

21:21

Jupiter 4.4°S of Moon

16

07

Mars at Perihelion

16

18:15

FIRST QUARTER MOON

17

11:46

Saturn 2.1°S of Moon

19

19:54

Moon at Apogee: 404875 km

20

01:38

Mars 4.8°S of Moon

20

04:30

Moon at Descending Node

20

21

Mercury at Superior Conjunction

22

20:54

Autumnal Equinox

24

21:52

FULL MOON

30

02:06

Aldebaran 1.4°S of Moon

14th and 15th from 6pm to midnight. They are the galaxies and nebulas that are up this time
hoping to have around 70 Scopes on the field of year. I hope to see you all at the beach this
this years and an even larger turnout than last year!
year. This year’s theme is “Mars and the Great
Planetary Show”, we will be sharing views of
Jeff MacLeod
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Neptune, Pluto,
President
and a first quarter moon, not to mention all

W.A.S.
Astrophotography

Photo credit: Bill Beers
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Monday, September 10, 2018
Cranbrook Presentations
Short talk: A short video about the LSST, an overture to the main talk.
Main Talk: Jim Shedlowsky will tell us about
the Large Synoptic Survey Telescope (aka LSST),
one of the most exciting of the next generation
of Giant Telescopes. It will be the world’s most
sophisticated survey telescope, and will map
the entire southern hemisphere in a manner
much more detailed than ever before, and in a
new dimension - time! - for the first time ever.
You may rightly ask, ”what is a survey telescope
?”, and “why should I be interested ?” Jim will
attempt to answer these questions, and to
describe an instrument, facility, and program
which may revolutionize our understanding
2013 rendering of the LSST courtesy Todd Mason, Mason Productions Inc. / LSST Corporation.
of our solar system, our galaxy, and indeed, our
entire universe - and how you will be invited to participate! This presentation will explain what it is,
how it will operate, and why it is the number one priority for the National Science Foundation for
ground based astronomy for this decade.
Jim Shedlowsky, long time member, former WAS treasurer, and rockabilly legend, worked for 36
years as a Vehicle Development Engineer/Manager, specializing in Acoustics and Noise & Vibration,
retiring in 1999. He graduated from the University of Michigan in 1960 with a degree in Engineering
Physics and spent two years as an officer in the U.S. Army in Germany. In his spare time, he wrote
and recorded music for Epic and Roulette Records as one of the “Skee Brothers”, who appeared
on Dick Clark’s “Bandstand” in 1958. In 2015, they released their latest album, ‘That’s All She Wrote...
After 57 Years”.
Jim’s astronomical interests include observation and outreach (he owns several telescopes), but
in recent years his passion for astronomical history and technology has become a major factor.
He is a member of the McMath-Hulbert Astronomical Society, and has visited a number of major
observatories. He thoroughly enjoys the WAS Discussion Group.
He and his wife winter in Mesa, Arizona ( a great place for observing ), and he participates in activities
of the East Valley Astronomy Club. He took part in the “All Arizona Messier Marathon” in March of
2009, earning a certificate for observing 104 Messier Objects in one night.

WAS PRESENTATIONS
If you would like to present either a short talk (10-15 minutes) or a full-length
talk (45-60 minutes) at a future meeting, please email Jonathan Kade at:
firstvp@warrenastro.org
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Thursday,September 20, 2018
Macomb Community College Presentation
Main Presentation: Jake Stollman will
give our main presentation, “Across the
Sea of Space: Interstellar Travel”. The
cosmos, as far as we know, contains
in excess of a billion trillion stars. Our
ancestors longed to soar into the sky to
meet them. However, in the nascent age
in which humans are exploring space,
interstellar travel is gradually becoming
a very real possibility. But how shall
we accomplish this herculean task? By
what methods can we hope to venture
to the stars?
Beginning with a brief discussion of
Polynesian voyagers, Jake will explore
Image courtesy Les Bossinas (Cortez III Service Corp.) / NASA
the oddities of close-to-lightspeedtravel, then compile a list of various methods of interstellar propulsion, from nuclear bombs
to solar sails to black holes, ending with a discussion of interstellar disposition.
Integrated into the presentation are nods to various sci-fi universes and technologies, such as
Star Trek, Star Wars, and 2001: A Space Odyssey, among many others.
Jake Stollman is a professional 11th grader at Groves High School. For the ten minutes a
week that he isn’t studying, practicing Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, and volunteering at the Cranbrook
Observatory, he likes to play with his little sister and read Carl Sagan. This summer, he went
to Astronomy Camp in Arizona where he operated the 61” Kuiper telescope and slept in the
lobby of the Large Binocular Telescope. He owns far too many space-related clothing items
for his own good.

We’re in a new room at Macomb Community College for the rest of 2018!
The library at Macomb Community College’s South Campus is getting some welcome renovations. However,
they’re coming at a price to us: we can’t meet there again until next January.
Thankfully, dedicated W.A.S. member Dr. Dale Partin, an adjunct professor at MCC, has permission from the
school to book a classroom for our use. At present, it looks like we will be in the E building at MCC. Below is
a map of the change:
At present, it looks like we will be in the E building at MCC
Video walkthrough provided by Jonathan Kade:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3IQoaGTPFV0
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Astronomy at the Beach 2017 / Photo credit: Brian Thieme

Astronomy at the Beach 2018 is coming up soon
September 14 and 15. It will be wonderful opportunity to share “The Great
Planetary Show of 2018” with the public – Venus, Jupiter, Saturn and MARS! (Plus
a first qtr Moon, Neptune and Pluto all in the evening sky) The media is already
getting people excited about Mars. We expect to exceed last year’s attendance of
4,000. So we need you and your telescope. We had over 50 telescopes last year,
and are shooting for 70 this year.
This is the ultimate public outreach for Michigan during 2018. Please put it on
your calendar.
Location: Island Lake State Recreation Area “Picnic Grounds” on Kent Lake beach,
Brighton
Ann Arbor Lowbrow Chuck Steele has worked with the DNR to create a great
document for telescope volunteers – it is attached. Chuck will be the observing
field coordinator during those nights.
Hope to see you there.
Brian Ottum
V.P. Communications for AatB
P.S. Great Lakes Star Gaze is the previous weekend
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Astronomy at the Beach 9/14-15/2018
Event Rules:

Ÿ Arrive to set up before 7PM. No cars will be allowed to drive onto the beach area after

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ

Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ
Ÿ

7PM. If you arrive after 7PM you will have to park then carry your telescope to the set-up
area along the beach. No cars will be allowed to exit Beach Area before 11PM.
Use the gated access road at the far left of the parking lot to drive to the beach area. See
Map last page.
Leaving before 11PM: If you plan to leave before 11PM you may set up along the Beach
then move your car to the Parking Area along the Access Road. You will then need to carry
your telescope to the car to leave early. For safety reasons they do not want moving cars in
the dark with people walking around. (No cars moving along Beach between 7 PM and 11
PM.)
Event Tents will be set up on either side of the sidewalk between Restroom Service
Building and Beach. There will be two tents set up this year.
Electrical Power for Telescopes: The only source of electricity is a single 15A circuit at the
Restrooms
extreme west end of the “beach” telescope & parking.
This is the “boathouse.” So if your
telescope requires electricity, you will need to set up near there. Please limit the use of
laptops and dew heaters, or else you will trip the circuit breaker. Six plug-ins will be
allowed; bring your own extension cord.
No Parking on the Septic Field indicated on map last page outlined in red.
Traffic & Visitor Parking: The park will have personnel on hand to direct traffic to parking
areas. There is a field for overflow parking.
Parking Lights on so as not to ruin our night vision.
There will be a food vendor at this event.

Observing

There will be a lot of excitement about Mars as it has a very favorable opposition in late
July bringing it closer to Earth then it has been in many years. Mars will be about 22 degrees
above the horizon to the south around 9:30 PM. Venus will be reaching greatest brilliancy in
the evening sky, but sets in the SW before twilight ends. Jupiter will also setting early on in the
evening. Saturn will be a good target. Some may want to find Neptune and Pluto. There will be
plenty of deep sky objects to go after. A crescent Moon will be in the West.

Along the East Beach looking south there are a number of trees which may make observing the
planets a challenge. There are some openings which will allow for some views.
Page
1
8

Southern Sky Views

Southern sky looking south at 9:15 PM. Mars will be a prime target nearing the high point of
the meridian. Saturn will also be a good view for many of the visitors. Between Mars and
Saturn is tiny Pluto that could be fun to show. More to the east is Neptune. The pictured
section of the Milky Way is rich with Messier objects. So there will be plenty of things to show.

View from West Beach
looking south. Along the
West end of the Beach the
trees are closer and bigger.
(30 degrees high) If you set
up in this area you will want
to be observing some deep
sky objects. The extreme
West End has a better
south view.

Page
2
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Boathouse

No Parking
Area

Telescopes &
Parking

N
Event Tents

Guest
Island Lake Parking Area
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Access Road
Entrance

LEFT: Gated entrance to access road.
ABOVE: Follow Red arrows to Telescope
Parking Area.

Over the Moon
with Rik Hill

Theophilus evening

fun it would be to look out over this panorama
and these large craters from atop this massif!

Well,
maybe
not
the
“awfulest” evening. In fact, I’d
say it’s a pretty magnificent
view! We are looking at this
region about 5 days after full
moon and as most reading
this catch right away, the big
crater in the center of the image is Theophilus
(104km dia.) with its surrounding radial ejecta
and secondary cratering and wonderful terraced
walls a treat for any lunar observer. Note how the
central peak looks like one large mountain that
has be divided into smaller peaks. To the left
(west) of Theophilus is another large crater Cyrillus
(100km) with some interesting rimae on its floor
reminiscent of Janssen. The third one in the trio
of large craters is Catharina (also 104km) below
and further left from Cyrillus. In the opposite
corner of the image from Catharina is the pearshaped Torricelli (24km the long dimension but
only about 16km north-south). It sits near but not
exactly in the center of a ghost crater some 70-80
km across which is well seen in this lighting.

This two image montage was made from a stack
of two AVIs using AVIStack2, combined with
AutoStitch and finish processed with GIMP and
IrfanView.
Rik Hill

Above and forming an isosceles triangle with the
central peaks of Theophilus and Cyrillus is a large
mound that is a massive mountain, Mons Penck
some 4,000 meters high at its highest. How much
Guide map and Moon location by Ralph DeCew
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Object of the Month
with Chuck Dezelah

Object of the Month:
NGC 7006

detectible. Telescopes over 10” in diameter
using over 100x should provide greater detail
and perhaps some degree of resolution if sky
conditions permit. It should be noted that the
aforementioned γ Delphini shares a field with
another double star pairing, Σ2725, which sits
about 16” to the southwest. The magnitude 7.6
and 8.4 pairing (sep. 5.8”, P.A. 8°) are referred to
as the “Ghost Double” due to their proximity and
subdued resemblance to their more conspicuous
neighbors.
Chuck Dezelah

NGC 7006 is a globular
cluster in the constellation
Delphinus. Resting not far from
the tip of the celestial dolphin’s
nose, this small but easily observed cluster is well
positioned for late summer and early autumn
stargazing. It is one of the more distant globular
clusters within our galaxy, inhabiting the periphery
of the Milky Way, some 135,000 light years away.
It has an integrated visual magnitude of 10.6, an
angular size of about 3.6’, and a Sawyer-Shapley
classification of I, signifying an extraordinarily
high concentration of stars within a compact
cluster. Despite its unimpressive magnitude,
the brightness per unit area combined with a
fairly high northerly latitude make NGC 7006
an attainable and appealing target. The cluster
is a noteworthy diversion for those amateur
astronomers looking to venture off the beaten
path.

Photo source: Wikipedia, FoV = 0.25°

Locating NGC 7006 is straightforward
for those familiar with the small constellations
that reside around the famous Summer Triangle.
Northeast of Aquila, with its prominent first
magnitude star Altair, lies the small diamondshaped body of Delphinus. The easternmost tip
of the diamond is marked by γ Delphini, a colorful
orange/yellow double star (sep. 9.6”, P.A. 268°) of
magnitudes 4.2 and 5.1, from which NGC 7006
lies 3.5° farther east. Alternatively, the cluster can
be found by imagining a line from β Delphini to
δ Delphini and extending it another three times
that initial distance to land in the correct vicinity.
Once in the eyepiece, NGC 7006 will appear
as a circular patch of hazy light, set against an
attractive star field. At magnifications of less than
80x and apertures below 8”, the cluster is likely
to remain mostly unresolved. However, individual
stars along its edge and a distinct increase in
concentration toward its center are possibly

Source: Cartes du Ciel
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Notable Sky Happenings

Sep. 1 - 7
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a
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Sep. 2

New Moon

Sep. 9

Fir st Quar ter

Sep. 16

Full Moon

Sep. 24

east

P is c e s

“Saturn: Jewel of the Heavens”

Now Showing

Last Quar ter

A

September (Autumnal) Equinox is at 9:54 p.m.
EDT on the 22nd. The Full Moon on the 24th
is the Harvest Moon. The Moon is to the upper
left of Aldebaran on the 30th (S predawn).

Sep. 22 - 30

The Moon is to the upper left of Saturn on the
17th (SSW evening) and is above Mars on the
19th (S evening).

Sep. 15 - 21

The Moon is to the upper right of Jupiter in the WSW
the evening of the 13th.

Sep. 8 - 14

The Moon is to the right of Aldebaran, the “eye” of Taurus,
on the 2nd and to the left on the 3rd (SSE predawn).
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Perhaps the most elegant planet in our solar system,
once place of myster y, the Cassini-Huygens mission
to Saturn unveiled worlds of vibrant wonder. Discover the myster y of Saturn's rings, explore moons
with atmospheres and lakes and even frozen over
oceans blowing geysers into space. See the differences in the makeup of the bodies around Saturn,
an interacting system of gas giant and moons.

A ri e s

iu
s

When Elmo’s friend, Hu Hu Zhu, visits from China. Big Bird, Elmo and Hu Hu
Zhu take viewers on an exciting discover y of the Sun, Moon, and stars. They
learn about the Big Dipper and the North Star and take an imaginar y trip to
the Moon where they learn that the Moon is a ver y different place.
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“One World, One Sky: Big Bird’s Adventure”

Also Showing

L ib r a

For astronomy information visit http://science.cranbrook.edu
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This chart shows the sky as it
appears at approximately
10pm EDT near mid-month
at northern mid-latitudes.

What is that
dashed line?
It's the ecliptic,
the reference
plane of the solar
system, defined by
the Sun and Earth.
The major planets and
the Moon can always be
found within a few degrees
of this plane.

The Cranbrook Observatory is open to
the public Friday and Saturday evenings from
8:30 - 10:00pm EDT, and the first Sunday of the
month from 1:00 - 4:00pm for solar viewing.
Come have a look through our 6” telescope!
For observatory information visit
http://science.cranbrook.edu/explore/observatory

Ma

Stargate Observatory
Monthly Free Astronomy Open House
and Star Party
4th Saturday of the month!
Wolcott Mill Metropark - Camp Rotary entrance

•
•
•
•

Sky tours.
Look through several different
telescopes.
Get help with your telescope.
We can schedule special presentations
and outings for scouts, student or
community groups.

Contact: outreach@warrenastro.org
Find us on MeetUp.com

Observatory Rules:

20505 29 Mile Rd (1.8 miles east of Romeo Plank Rd)
Ray, MI 48096
82° 55’04” West Longitude, 42° 45’29” North Latitude

1. Closing time depends on weather, etc.
2. May be closed one hour after opening time if no members arrive within the first hour.
3. Contact the 2nd VP for other arrangements, such as late arrival time. Call (586) 634-6240 .
4. An alternate person may be appointed to open.
5. Members may arrive before or stay after the scheduled open house time.
6. Dates are subject to change or cancellation depending on weather or staff availability.
7. Postings to the Yahoo Group and/or email no later than 2 hours before starting time in case of date change or cancellation.
8. It is best to call or email the 2nd VP at least 2 hours before the posted opening with any questions. Later emails may not be receivable.
9. Generally, only strong rain or snow will prevent the open house... the plan is to be there even if it is clouded over. Often, the weather is
cloudy, but it clears up as the evening progresses.
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Stargate Observatory
Officer’s Report

August Open-house

September Open-house

Officially the August open-house was
cancelled due to inclement weather and
the possibility of thunderstorms. Riyad and
Pat arrived a little after 8:00 PM just in case
someone showed up that was unaware of the
cancellation. A group of Scouts was camping
and they did visit the observatory along with
a few others who drove into the park for the
event. Riyad opened the dome at 8:45 PM and
was able to show the scouts a view of Saturn
through the hazy sky but it was a fleeting
opportunity and the skies stayed cloudy for
most of the event. In total there were roughly
25 people visting the observatory (including
a few club members.) The scouts did enjoy
talks from Pat and Brenda (who was also
there to support the event.) The observatory
was closed at 11:48 PM.

The September Open-house is scheduled for
Saturday the 22nd. Sunset is at 7:28 PM with
astronomical twilight ending at 9:03 PM. The
moon will be waxing gibbous and rising at
6:43 PM; visible in the night sky during the
event.
Please arrive just after sunset (or sooner if you
plan to set up a scope or do solar observing). A
friendly reminder to be courteous if you arrive
after dark, dim your headlights upon entry
to the park, and no white light flashlights
please. If you are setting up a large scope or
have a lot of equipment to set up then you
are permitted to park on the observing field,
with your vehicle lights pointed away from
the observatory and other telescopes.
Observatory update

Many thanks to the members who helped
greet our visitors despite the event being No updates at this time.
cancelled.

Joe Tocco
Second Vice President

W.A.S.P. Photo and Article Submissions
We’d like to see your photos and articles in the W.A.S.P. Your contribution is ESSENTIAL! —
This is YOUR publication!
Send items to: publications@warrenastro.org
Documents can be submitted in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx), Open Office (.ods), or
Text (.txt) formats, or put into the body of an email. Photos can be embedded in the
document or attached to the email and should be under 2MB in size. Please include a
caption for your photos, along with dates taken, and the way you ’d like your name to
appear.
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W.A.S. Outreach
Officer’s Report

LAST MONTH

the club table. Our keynote speaker is slated
to be U of M’s Professor Aaron Ridley (also of
August 1: Mark Kedzior did a telescope class at TheRocketScienceBlog and the X and Why
the Woods Branch of the GP Library for about 17 podcast) and the theme of the night will be
patrons of all ages.
Mars. Aaron will also be doing the advanced talk
on Saturday afternoon for volunteers and club
August 11th: Mike O’Dowd and I brought our solar members at 2 PM in the presentation tent. Stay
scopes to Hobby Day at Crosswinds Marsh down in tuned to the W.A.S. mailing list for more!
Van Buren Township. It was a fun family event, the
sun was visible, and Mike also did a drone flight.
The residents of Lafayette Park are interested in a
weeknight sidewalk astronomy event and we are
August 12th: Perseid Star Party at Stargate drew working on the date.
about 150 park patrons to our annual event with
Wolcott Mill Metroparks. Thanks to Joe Tocco, We are also working on an event with the Grosse
Jonathan Kade, and everyone else who assisted!
Pointe War Memorial to take place no earlier than
September of this year. Another SOAR event is in
August 29th: Mark Kedzior assisted 20 people at the works for October 10th.
the GP Woods Branch Library. Sidewalk Astronomy
will resume there in October and they are interested The Highland Park Boys and Girls Club is interested
in International Observe the Moon night.
in a presentation for the autumn, details TBD.
UPCOMING EVENTS

The Harrison Township Public Library has heard of
our activities in the Grosse Pointes and is interested
September 14th &15th: NEED VOLUNTEERS! in an event for Dark Sky Week 2019.
Astronomy at the Beach at Island Lake State
Recreational Area, 6-12 both nights. We’re looking
Diane Hall
for telescope volunteers and members to staff
Outreach

Photo credit: Brian Thieme
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Treasurer’s Report
GLAAC REPORT 8/31/2018
Beginning Balance: $5,701.67

Treasurer’s Report for 8/31/2018

MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 133 members, of which 43 INCOME
Donations
are family memberships.
WSU			300.00
Seven Ponds
200.00
INCOME AND EXPENDITURES (SUMMARY)
We took in $721.31 and spent/transferred
Ted Huff		50.00				
$612.85. We have $21,303.00 in the bank 		
and $194.00 in cash, totaling $21,497.00 as of EXPENSES
8/31/2018.
No Activity
INCOME
134.33		
27.50		
39.48		
550.00

Ending Balance: $6,251.67

Membership/Renewals
Snacks
Donations: General Fund
GLAAC Donations

EXPENSES
40.75		
Snack Reimbursement
22.10		
Reimbursment for picnic
550.00
Transfer to GLAAC account

If you’re shopping on Amazon, make sure to
use Amazon Smile. It costs you nothing, and
Ruth Huellmantel if you select us as your charity, Amazon will
Treasurer dotate 0.5% of every purchase you make to
the Warren Astronomical Society.

The W.A.S. Library
Come visit the breathtaking WAS library, located in the scenic renderingserver room at Cranbrook Institute of Science! In our library, you’ll find
six shelves of books about:
• Observing every celestial object imaginable;
• Using and making telescopes;
• Popular and unpopular science;
• Science biography, scienåce history, science fiction;
• Archives of our fifty-year history;
...and other stuff we can’t classify.
To check out a book, you simply have to be a member in good standing. At Cranbrook, see our librarian, Jonathan Kade, at the
break. To have a book delivered to Macomb, simply request a book from the library list from Jonathan. Where do you see the
list? It doesn’t exist yet! Hassle Jonathan to post it.
17

History S.I.G.
September 1978

no identifications or when taken notes). Of note is a
folder that looks like it could have been a handout
from when Jack Horkheimer came to Cranbrook to
speak (April 18, 1991), or, also likely, it was for Astronomy
Day on the following Saturday. It includes a pencil
with latitude markings on it to make a gnomon for a
sundial (the dial is printed on the front of the folder).
Pretty clever.

Several images of Saturn
grace the cover of this
issue with details of the
methods used to obtain
them. Only thing missing
is who took the shots.
Inside is an interesting
account of the “W.A.S.
Summer
Campout”,
complete with a dusk to dawn meteor watch effort.
Brad Vincent contributed “The Economical ATM”
and Lou Faix completes the issue with observatory
construction notes (I’m looking forward to Doug
Bock’s report on the new Northern Cross Observatory
construction-chief
scanner)
in
“Apprentice
Astronomers Notebook”.

Dale Thieme,
Chief scanner

September 1988
Following a reprint of the newsletter, The Martian
Chronicle, we find an ongoing discussion between
an author and the editor of the WASP: the author (a
former WAS member, Michael Cyrek) leads off with,
“Regarding the minor body impacting on the sun, I
should have used a much larger mass.” Then the fun
begins, concluding with “The Editor Responds” by Ken
Kelly, Editor. Juicy stuff. If you wish to follow along, see
the May 1988 WASP for the initial shot across the bow,
followed by continued discussion in June 1988.
Marty Kunz provides both a drawing of the sun
during a spottier period than we are enjoying right
now and a chart of “The Moons of Jupiter September
1988 E.D.T.”
Another chart: “Minor Planets for Aug. - Sept.”
(Calculated by Ken Kelly)
EPHEMERIS FOR (2) Pallas
EPHEMERIS FOR (18) Melpomene
EPHEMERIS FOR (37) Fides
EPHEMERIS FOR (1) Ceres

From the Scanning Room:
I went though the remaining items in the last box I
received from the Dyer collection. Found was a “new”
month’s issue from 1992, many Detroit Astronomical
Society newsletters, some more from the Grand
Rapids club, a 2005 RASC Observer’s Handbook, and
some 8x10 group pictures of the club members (alas,
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The Warren Astronomical Society is a Proud Member of the
Great Lakes Association of Astronomy Clubs (GLAAC)
GLAAC is an association of amateur astronomy clubs in Southeastern Michigan who
have banded together to provide enjoyable, family-oriented activities that focus on
astronomy and space sciences.

GLAAC Club and Society Meeting Times

Club Name & Website

City

Meeting Times

Astronomy Club at Eastern Michigan
University

Ypsilanti/EMU

Every Thursday at 7:30PM in 402 Sherzer

Capital Area Astronomy Club

MSU/Abrams Planetarium

First Wednesday of each month 7:30 PM

Farmington Community Stargazers

Farmington Hills

Members one Tuesday each month, public
observing another Tuesday each month.

Ford Amateur Astronomy Club

Dearborn

Fourth Thursday of every month (except
November and December) at 5:30 PM

Oakland Astronomy Club

Rochester

Second Sunday of every month (except
May)

Seven Ponds Astronomy Club

Dryden, Michigan

Monthly: generally the Saturday closest to
new Moon

Sunset Astronomical Society

Midland

Second Friday of every month

University Lowbrow Astronomers

Ann Arbor

Third Friday of every month

Warren Astronomical Society

Bloomfield Hills/ Cranbrook & Warren/
MCC

First Monday & third Thursday of every
month 7:30 PM

GLAAC Club and Society Newsletters
Warren Astronomical Society:
Oakland Astronomy Club:
Ford Amateur Astronomy Club:
Sunset Astronomical Society:
University Lowbrow Astronomers:

http://www.warrenastro.org/was/newsletter/
http://oaklandastronomy.net/newsletters/oacnews.html
http://www.fordastronomyclub.com/starstuff/index.html

http://www.sunsetastronomicalsociety.com

http://www.umich.edu/~lowbrows/reflections/

WAS Member Websites
Jon Blum: MauiHawaii.org
Bob Trembley: Balrog’s Lair
Bill Beers: Sirius Astro Products
Jon Blum: Astronomy at JonRosie

Bob Trembley: Vatican Observatory
Foundation Blog
Jeff MacLeod: A Life Of Entropy
19

Meeting Minutes
BOARD MEETING – August 6th

Old Business

Members present; Jeff MacLeod, Ruth The picnic was discussed.
Huellmantel, Diane Hall, Jonathan Kade, Brian
Thieme, Joe Tocco. Parker Heullmantel, Marty New Business.
Kunz, and Jerry Voorheis
Marty Kunz proposed that the WAS should
The meeting was called to order by Jeff at: buy an equatorial mount for our Dobsonian
6:06 PM
telescope which would cost about $2,600.00,
$3,000.00 with shipping
Officer’s reports
Motion by Jonathan Kade to spend $3,000.00
President - Jeff MacLeod reported that the next to buy an equatorial mount for our Dobsonian
WAS picnic will be on the 50th anniversary of telescope, pending
a due diligence
the first moon landing.
investigation by the observatory chairman
and the observatory committee.
1st Vice President - Jonathan Kade reported .2Nd by Jeff MacLeod. Passed.
that the next speaker opening is at the
November Macomb meeting. Jonathan said Astronomy on the Beach was discussed. The
that he may ask Dave Bailey to speak. WAS WAS banquet was discussed.
banquet speakers were discussed.
Meeting adjourned at: 7:26 PM
2Nd Vice President – Joe Tocco reported that
the last Open House was good. The next Open CRANBROOK MEETING – August 6th
House will be August 25th. Repairs have been
made to the dome drive.
Meeting called to order at 7:31 PM by Jeff
MacLeod, President.
Ruth Huellmantel gave the Treasurer‘s report.
Her detailed report is in the current issue of 45 people were present.
the WASP.
Ken Bertin presented In the News and In the
The Secretary’s report is in the WASP and the Sky
WASP is published.
Jeff MacLeod gave the President’s report. The
Diane Hall gave the outreach report The WAS picnic was excellent. Astronomy on the
Perseid Star Party will be 7:30 PM August 12th Beach is coming.
at Wolcott Metro Park.
Jonathan gave the 1st Vice President’s report.
Her detailed report is in the current issue of Dr. Dale Partin will give the Macomb short talk
the WASP.
about the formation of the Moon
Jeff MacLeod gave the 2nd Vice President’s
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report The last Open House was good

Jonathan Kade gave the President’s report.

Ruth Huellmantel gave the Treasurer’s report.

Jonathan Kade also read the 1st Vice
President’s report, the 2nd President’s report,
the Treasurer’s report, the Outreach report,
the Secretary’s report, and the Publications
report.

The Secretary’s report is in the WASP.
Diane Hall gave the Outreach report.

The Discussion Group will meet at the Kaplan’s.

Jeff MacLeod reported that the August WASP
is published.

A Solar report was given by Ken Bertin.

Marty Kunz reported some sun spot activity.
Not much is visible.
Observing Reports: The Perseid meteor
shower.
Observing Reports: Marty Kunz reported on
In the News and In the Sky were presented by
the open house
Ken Bertin.
Short Talk was given by Gary Ross – “Ganymede
The 1st short talk was given by Dr. Dale Partin–
Dreamin’”.
“A Lunar Synestia”.
Snack/Break Time.
Main Presentation was given by Ken Bertin - Snack/Break Time
“Jan Oort and Gerard Kuiper”.
The 2nd short talk was given by – Jonathan
Meeting was adjourned at 9:51 PM
Kade, “A Strange Visitor from Beyond the Solar
System”.
MACOMB MEETING – August 16th
Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM by Jonathan Meeting was adjourned at 9:39 PM
Kade
Jerry Voorheis
Secretary
33 members were present.

Photo credit: Brian Thieme
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For Young Astronomers
NASA Space Place Partner Article

September 2018

This article is distributed by NASA Space Place.
With articles, activities and games NASA Space
Place encourages everyone to get excited about
science and technology. Visit spaceplace.nasa.gov to
explore space and Earth science!
A Trip Through the Milky Way
By Jane Houston Jones and Jessica Stoller-Conrad
Feeling like you missed out on planning a last vacation of summer? Don’t worry—you
can still take a late summertime road trip along the Milky Way!
The waning days of summer are upon us, and that means the Sun is setting earlier now.
These earlier sunsets reveal a starry sky bisected by the Milky Way. Want to see this
view of our home galaxy? Head out to your favorite dark sky getaway or to the darkest
city park or urban open space you can find.
While you’re out there waiting for a peek at the Milky Way, you’ll also have a great view
of the planets in our solar system. Keep an eye out right after sunset and you can catch a
look at Venus. If you have binoculars or a telescope, you’ll see Venus’s phase change
dramatically during September—from nearly half phase to a larger, thinner crescent.
Jupiter, Saturn and reddish Mars are next in the sky, as they continue their brilliant
appearances this month. To see them, look southwest after sunset. If you’re in a dark sky
and you look above and below Saturn, you can’t miss the summer Milky Way spanning
the sky from southwest to northeast.
You can also use the summer constellations to help you trace a path across the Milky
Way. For example, there’s Sagittarius, where stars and some brighter clumps appear as
steam from a teapot. Then there is Aquila, where the Eagle’s bright Star Altair combined
with Cygnus’s Deneb and Lyra’s Vega mark what’s called the “summer triangle.” The
familiar W-shaped constellation Cassiopeia completes the constellation trail through the
summer Milky Way. Binoculars will reveal double stars, clusters and nebulae all along
the Milky Way.
Between Sept. 12 and 20, watch the Moon pass from near Venus, above Jupiter, to the
left of Saturn and finally above Mars!
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This month, both Neptune and brighter Uranus can also be spotted with some help from a
telescope. To see them, look in the southeastern sky at 1 a.m. or later. If you stay awake,
you can also find Mercury just above Earth’s eastern horizon shortly before sunrise. Use
the Moon as a guide on Sept. 7 and 8.
Although there are no major meteor showers in September, cometary dust appears in
another late summer sight, the morning zodiacal light. Zodiacal light looks like a cone of
soft light in the night sky. It is produced when sunlight is scattered by dust in our solar
system. Try looking for it in the east right before sunrise on the moonless mornings of
Sept. 8 through Sept 23.
You can catch up on all of NASA’s current—and future—missions at www.nasa.gov

Caption: This illustration shows how the summer constellations trace a path across the
Milky Way. To get the best views, head out to the darkest sky you can find. Credit:
NASA/JPL-Caltech
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For Sale
Brian Morency has two telescopes for sale.
The first is a vintage 1950’s to 1960’s cardboard tube 6”
reflector with an iron stand. The tube is about 4’ long,
the focuser accepts 1.25” eye pieces and the finder
scope is missing pieces and could use to be replaced.
He would like to get $150.00 for this one.

The second is a c.1980’s Meade 2080 LX3 8”.
This one needs a little work It was purchased from an estate, set it up once, and couldn’t get
the focuser to move and have not done anything with it since. The front lense is a little foggy
and needs to be replaced. Otherwise it is in “as is” Condition. There is a heavy tripod and
controller included.
There is also a dew shield
included that is not shown
in the photos.
Brian paid $100.00 and
would like to sell it for the
same $100.00.
If anyone is interested,
please contact:.
Brian Morency
1+248-895-6847
mrbigb625@gmail.com
Item Location:
Royal Oak, MI
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