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Astro Chatter
by Larry Kalinowski
Astronomy Day turned out very well
at Stargate Observatory. There were
about 35 members present with 25 or more
telescopes. Another 30 scouts attended some
lectures given by our members.
Needless to say, it got a little
crowded for awhile. The sky
wasn’t 100 percent cooperative
but it did clear up for about an
hour and a half soon after twilight
ended. The 22 inch was rolled out
for the crowd. Bugs and dew were
almost nil, making observing quite
a pleasure. Some of the participants even took the
time to do some serious astronomy, like the new
double star group.
The first extrasolar planet ever confirmed by more
than two telescopes was revealed to the public.
The planet orbits a star in the constellation Lupus.

Named GQ Lupi, it promises to open a new era in
planetary discovery. The picture shows the star and
the planet in the same frame. The planet orbits the
star about every 1200 years.
This places it far enough
away from the parent star to
show
more
separation
between the bodies than
other photos have shown,
making it easier to photograph. It has about twice
the mass of Jupiter and orbits at about one hundred
times the distance of Earth, from our Sun.
Looks like NASA has had its
first fender bender are space.
The DART satellite, which was
supposed to be an automated
docking satellite, ran out of fuel.
It wasn’t able to control itself when it approached
another test satellite and evidently hit the satellite it
was supposed to dock at. Ground control has
established that the test satellite has been moved
into a higher orbit because of the added push. The
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picture shown is an artist’s conception of an
approaching DART satellite.
Meade has announced another CCD camera. It’s
supposedly better than their DSI color camera. It’s
called the DSI PRO. A black and white camera with
pixels at half the size of the original DSI, it offers
increased resolution and twice as much sensitivity.
You’re forced to buy their color filter set if you want
to shoot color pictures, so it means shooting red,
green and blue shots and processing them
separately, along with the black and white shots.
Four times as much work, but supposedly worth it.
The next open house at Stargate Observatory will
be on May 14, according to Riyad Matti, our
observatory chairman.
Thirty-six people attended the April MCCC meeting,
all hoping to hear more about visitors from outer
space. According to Ken Bertin our leader, aliens
have abducted Vince Chrisman, who was
supposed to speak at the meeting. Whether or not
Vince will be able to reschedule his talk about
“Visitors From Outer Space,” remains to be seen.
We’re rooting for you Vince, wherever you are.
The lapel pins that the club has ordered through
Jim Shedlowski, our treasurer, has arrived and will
be sold to the members at the upcoming meetings.
According to Jim, one pin is $4.00, two pins $7.00
and three pins $10.00. They’re about the size of a
quarter and have the club logo on them.
Speakers for the month of May will be Bob Berta
and Dennis Scmalzal. Bob will be talking about
astrophotography at the Cranbrook Science
Museum meeting on May 2. Dennis will be talking
about the Meade DSI astro camera. Electrically
cooled color camera with auto frame quality saving
and
rejection,
registering,
stacking
and
enhancement. His talk is at the MCCC meeting,
bldg. B, room 209 on May 19. These meetings
start at 7:30 PM.
The May computer group meeting is scheduled for
May 26th, (the fourth Thursday of the month) at
Gary Gathen’s home in Pleasant Ridge. He lives at
21 Elm Park Rd., three blocks south of I-696 and
about a half block west of Woodward Ave. Meeting
will start at 8:00 PM. You can reach him at 248543-3366, or me, at 586-776-9720 for any further
information.
All photos are courtesy of SPACE.COM unless
otherwise noted.

THE SWAPSHOP
This column is for those who
are interested in buying, trading or
selling items. Call 586-776-9720
(cometman@mybluelight.com)
if
you want to put an item for sale or trade in this
section of the WASP. The ad will run for six
months. The month and year, the ad will be
removed, is also shown.
FOR SALE. Right angle viewfinder (8x25) for the
Meade ETX telescope (Meade part #825). Brand
new. Scoptronix for $50. My price is $25. Jon
Blum, Derm1@aol.com. 248-553-4944. (10-05).
FOR SALE. Ink cartridge for the HP 680C and
690C series inkjet printers. Black and white
(HP51629a). New cartridge, $10.00. Just
purchased another printer, so I can’t use it
anymore. 586-776-9720. (10-05).
CLEARANCE AT THE BOCK’S. There’s three
items listed that he’s put up for sale. He hasn’t
said if he’d separate the item’s, so if you’re
interested,
contact
him
at
dbock1@chartermi.net.
#1 – 12.5 in. Meade research grade OTA, with
rotating rings, 2 in. focuser. Circa 1984. Asking
$1100.00. (9-05).
#2 – Machined GE mount, circa 1973, with 2 in.
stainless steel shafts, Teflon bushings, 6 in.
Byers RA gear, 5.75 in. Dec gear, 3 in. aluminum
castings, aluminum cradle for the 12.5 in. Newt .
mentioned above and NGC Max with encoders.
Asking $1900.00. (9-05).
#3 – 10 in. Meade SCT OTA. Asking $600.00, or
with LX-200 mount, $1600.00. (9-05).
You must pick up items. These aren’t spring
chickens. There’s a lot of observing time on this
stuff.
FOR SALE.
PC power supply, 235 watt,
switching type, ATX format. Used, replaced
with a larger power supply. 586-776-9720. $15.
(6-05)
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Meeting ended at 7:20

Tuesday, May 3 • 2:00 am: The Moon passes 3°
south of Uranus
Wednesday, May 4 • Eta Aquarid meteor shower
peaks
Friday, May 6 • 6:00 am: The Moon passes 3°
north of Mercury
Sunday, May 8 • 4:45 am: New Moon; 2:00 pm:
Asteroid Ceres is at opposition
Tuesday, May 10 • 11:00 pm: Asteroid Vesta is in
conjunction with the Sun
Friday, May 13 • 9:00 am: The moon passes 5°
north of Saturn
Saturday, May 14 • 9:41 am: The moon is at
apogee (251,407 miles from Earth); 4:00 pm: Mars
passes 1.2° south of Uranus
Monday, May 16 • 4:57 am: First Quarter Moon
Wednesday, May 18 • 2:00 am: Asteroid Irene is at
opposition
Thursday, May 19 • 6:00 pm: The Moon passes
0.4° south of Jupiter
Monday, May 23 • 4:18 pm: Full Moon
Tuesday, May 24 • 4:00 pm: The Moon passes
0.8° north of Antares
Thursday, May 26 • 6:42 am: The Moon is at
perigee (226,329 miles from Earth)
Monday, May 30 • 7:47 am: Last Quarter Moon;
8:00am: The moon passes 3° south of Uranus
Tueaday, May 31 • 5:00 am: The Moon passes
0.5° south of Mars

WAS Meetings scheduled for 2005
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BOARD MEETING, 4-4-05 by Bob Berta
Cranbrook Meeting started at 6:30
Members in attendance:
Ken Bertin, Norm Dillard, Bob Berta
Jim Shedlowsky, Riyad Matti, Vince Chrisman
Larry Kalinowski, Bob Watt, Marty Kunz
Vince – Clarkston event information discussed
Bob Berta brought up issue of condition of 12” scope
drive and focuser. Riyad proposed purchase of new
focuser for the scope not to exceed $250 IF a member
doesn’t already have a suitable one they could donate.
Seconded by Norm.
Further discussion on condition of gears on the same
scope. Riyad said the existing gear set is pretty worn and
needs to be replaced. Was referred to committee for
future investigation…Riyad, Bob Berta and Marty Kunz
volunteered for the committee and may recruit others
with appropriate knowledge.
Jim showed the one sample of the new pin…others
ordered.

Cranbrook Meetings – Every 1st Monday
May
2
July
11
September 12
November 17

June
6
August
1
October
3
December 5

Macomb Meetings – Every 2nd Thursday
May
July
September
November

19
21
15
17

June
August
October
December
Banquet

16
18
20
15 -

March 2005 Calendar
Sunday, May 1 • 2:24 am: Last Quarter Moon;
11:am: The Moon passes 5° south of Neptune

Stars over Clarkston
We need 6 speakers to present short topics 15 -20
minutes in length for the Stars Over Clarkston star party
on Saturday, June 11th. A microphone and projector will
be available should it be required. The topics should be
of general public interest on astronomy. If you would like
to present, please let me know by April 15th and what
topic you'll be speaking on so I can get it scheduled and
listed in the program. Thanks.
Vince
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

30991 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48154
(734) 425-9720 – Ask for John or Dan

UPDATED SPEAKER LIST FOR 2005
5/2/2005

MONDAY

BOB BERTA

ASTRO PHOTOGRAPHY

5/19/2005

THURSDAY

DENNIS SCHMALZEL

IMAGING WITH NEW DSI CAMERA

6/6/2005

MONDAY

ALAN ROTHENBERG

THE LONG NIGHT OF SELENOGRAPH

6/16/2005

THURSDAY

RIYAD MATTI

PRACTICAL AMATEUR ASTRONOMY

7/11/2005

MONDAY

MARTY KUNZ

LOOKING TO THE CENTER OF THE MILKY WAY

7/21/2005

THURSDAY

DAVE D'ONOFRIO

ASTRONOMY IN 3D

8/1/2005

MONDAY

DAVE WORKUN

STRING THEORY

8/18/2005

THURSDAY

STEVE UITTI

REAL SKY

9/12/2005

MONDAY

PHIL MARTIN

IMPROVING ASTRO PHOTOS W/PHOTOSHOP 7

9/15/2005

THURSDAY

LARRY KALINOWSKI

THE BACKWARD TELESCOPE

10/3/2005

MONDAY

DALE PARTIN

MEASURING DIST. TO THE SUN, THE ANCIENT WAY

10/20/2005

THURSDAY

DAVE BAILEY

ATMOSPHERES, DEEP AND SHALLOW PART II

11/7/2005

MONDAY

KEN BERTIN

HISTORY OF ASTRONOMY

11/17/2005

THURSDAY

STELLAR EVOLUTION

12/5/2005

MONDAY

ALAN KAPLAN
RICHARD
SZUMANSKI

12/15/2005

THURSDAY

T.B.D.
AWARDS BANQUET

Utterly Alien
By Dr. Tony Phillips
There's a planet in our solar system so
cold that in winter its nitrogen
atmosphere freezes and falls to the
ground. The empty sky becomes

perfectly clear, jet-black even at
noontime. You can see thousands of
stars. Not one twinkles.

The brightest star in the sky is the Sun,
so distant and tiny you could eclipse it
with the head of a pin. There's a moon,
too, so big you couldn't blot it out with
your entire hand. Together, moonlight
and sunshine cast a twilight glow across
the icy landscape revealing . . . what?
Twisted spires, craggy mountains,
frozen volcanoes?

The cameras will also target Pluto's
moon, Charon. Charon is more than half
the size of Pluto, and the two circle one
another only 19,200 kilometers (12,000
miles) apart. (For comparison, the
Moon is 382,400 kilometers [239,000
miles] from Earth.) No wonder some
astronomers call the pair a "double
planet."

No one knows, because no one has
ever been to Pluto.

Researchers believe that Pluto and
Charon were created billions of years
ago by some terrific impact, which split a
bigger planet into two smaller ones.
This idea is supported by the fact that
Pluto and Charon spin on their sides like
sibling worlds knocked askew.

"Pluto is an alien world," says Alan Stern
of the Southwest Research Institute in
Colorado. "It's the only planet never
visited or photographed by NASA space
probes."
That's about to change. A robot-ship
called New Horizons is scheduled to
blast off for Pluto in January 2006. It's a
long journey: More than 6 billion
kilometers (about 3.7 billion miles). New
Horizons won't arrive until 2015.
"I hope we get there before the
atmosphere collapses," says Stern, the
mission's principal investigator. Winter
is coming, and while it's warm enough
now for Pluto's air to float, it won't be for
long. Imagine seeing a planet's
atmosphere collapse. New Horizons
might!
"This is a flyby mission," notes Stern.
“Slowing the spacecraft down to orbit
Pluto would burn more fuel than we can
carry." New Horizons will glide past the
planet furiously snapping pictures. "Our
best images will resolve features the
size of a house," Stern says.

Yet there are some curious differences:
Pluto is bright; Charon is darker. Pluto
is covered with frozen nitrogen; Charon
by frozen water.
Pluto has an
atmosphere; Charon might not. "These
are things we plan to investigate," says
Stern.
Two worlds. So alike, yet so different.
So utterly alien. Stay tuned for New
Horizons.
Find out more about the New Horizons
mission at pluto.jhuapl.edu/. Kids can
learn amazing facts about Pluto at
spaceplace.nasa.gov/en/kids/pluto.
The
Jet
Propulsion
Laboratory,
California Institute of Technology
provided this article, under a contract
with the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.
.

New Horizons spacecraft will get a gravity
assist from Jupiter on its long journey to
Pluto-Charon. Credit: Southwest Research
Institute
(Dan
Durda)/Johns
Hopkins
University Applied Physics Laboratory (Ken
Moscati).

