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Astro Chatter

by Larry Kalinowski

Our biggest “outreach” program

L for the year takes place this month

at Kensington Metropark on

September 9 and 10. That's a

Friday night and a Saturday night,

come rain or shine. That’s right,

rain or shine. It’'s GLAAC’s Nineth

Annual Astronomy At The Beach gala.
Martindale Beach is the place, just like last year.
If the weather’s nice there will be thousands
attending and the lines at the telescopes will be
long. Featured speakers will be Shannon
Murphy and John Schroer of the Detroit
Science Center discussing “Exploring Your
Solar System”, on Friday evening and Dr. Fred
Adams looking at “The Long Term Future Of
Our Solar System”, on Saturday evening. The
GLAAC group needs our help with telescopes,
information and general interfacing with the
public. Each year’s event gets bigger and
better. If you have a Metropark car pass, it

won’t cost you a cent. Use exit 153 on 1-96 and
head north on Kent Lake Rd. The Martindale
beach entrance will be on your left. See you
there.

Take a look at what could be
the first picture of frozen water
on the planet Mars. The picture
was taken by a European Mars
probe as it moved over the
northern hemisphere. Located
in an area called Vastitas
Borealis (70.5 degrees north latitude, 103
degrees east longitude). The lake doesn’t melt
because the temperature remains too low. It’s
35 kilometers in diameter and 2 kilometers
deep. A 3-D picture of the crater and lake can be
found on the Internet.

The astronomer’s friend, Albert
Einstein, made news again. One
of his original manuscripts, about
the behavior of matter near
absolute zero, was discovered by
a student doing research in the







